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controlled trial in patients with atrial fibrillation refractory to DC
cardioversion”, will be briefly introduced.
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Background: Patients who seek medical attention in the emer-
gency department setting but leave without being examined by a
physician, represent an issue of significant concern. Uncompleted
ED visits have long been the subject of extensive research as to
pinpoint correlating patient and hospital factors and to assess
possible solutions. The most recognized correlating factor to un-
completed ED visits is overcrowding, however, other factors are
implicated. We investigate other factors correlated with left
without being seen cases. This study identifies reasons and pre-
dictors of LWBS and examines outcomes of patients in a tertiary
care hospital Emergency Department in Lebanon.

Methodology: This is a matched case-control study carried out
in the ED of a tertiary care center in Beirut Lebanon between June
2016 and May 2017. Patients labeled as left without being seen
(study group) are matched with others who remained and
completed medical service (control group) according to registra-
tion date and time ( = 2 hours) and triage level (measured by
emergency severity index ESI). A descriptive analysis and a bivar-
iate analysis were conducted comparing patients who LWBS and
those who completed their medical treatment. This was followed
by a Logistic regression to identify predictors of LWBS.

Results: LWBS patients were more likely to be older, of male
gender, married, high school graduates, and self-payers, to have
had fewer ED visits in the past year, to have faced at least one
ED access issue and to present with an (Eye/ear) chief
complaint. Reasons for LWBS were non-compensable status
followed by financial reasons and long waiting times. LWBS
were more likely to seek medical care after leaving the ED
and were more likely to represent to the ED after 48 hours.

Conclusion: In an ED setting of a tertiary care hospital in
Lebanon, non-compensable status was the strongest predictor
for LWBS.
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Abstract

Background: Pediatric oncology patients may be at a higher
risk of complications and mortality from sepsis compared to
their non-oncology counterpart.

Objectives: The aim of this study is to compare characteris-
tics, treatment, and sepsis-related mortality between oncology
and non-oncology patients presenting to a tertiary care medical
center emergency department (ED).

Methods: This is a retrospective single-centered cohort study
including patients with a diagnosis of sepsis, severe sepsis, sep-
tic shock, or bacteremia in our academic ED between January
2009 and January 2015.

Results: Secondary analysis showed that oncology patients
did not have a statistically significant higher in-hospital mortality
(5.9% vs 2.7%; p=0.45). On presentation, oncology patients had
a lower respiratory rate (24.33 = 9.48 vs 27.45 = 7.88; p=0.04).
There were significant differences in the total blood counts and
most electrolytes, with lower values in the oncology group. Intrave-
nous fluid replacement in the first 6 hours and vasopressors use were
higher in the cancer cohort (p < 0.0001). Antibiotics were initiated
at a faster rate in the oncology cohort (1.25* 1.95 hours vs
3.33 £ 1.97) (p < 0.0001). Cancer-free patients had significantly
higher lung infections compared to cancer patients (p < 0.0001).
There were no statistically significant differences in ED, intensive
care unit (ICU) and general practice unit (GPU) lengths of stay.

Conclusion: Pediatric cancer patients were found to have a
higher incidence of bacteremia and received more aggressive
treatment. There was no statistical significance regarding mor-
tality between the two cohorts (p=0.45).
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