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The second edition of this placental pathology text, as the
authors describe in their forward, aims to complement
existing classic placental pathology literature with printed
and web-based versions. The authors achieve this. They
are to be commended on their comprehensive atlas style
approach to the diagnoses using high quality illustrative
macroscopic and microscopic photomicrographs. The up-
dated terminology and diagnostic criteria to reflect the in-
ternational consensus statements, published in 2016, [1]
are also valued. Comments like the Bkey elements to
report,^ Bpathological interpretation pearls,^ Bsections to
be submitted,^ and Binclude in the final diagnosis^ en-
hance the value of the text. The reference tables, summary
tables, and templates for reporting of placentas are useful.
The selected references chosen are appropriate although
this reviewer does prefer aligning statements with pub-
lished evidence. The web-based version is easy to navi-
gate, allows you to highlight text of interest, add personal
notes, and hyperlink to the PubMed site for a reference.

What might improve future editions? I would consider
reducing the repetition in the book in relation to both the
descriptions and illustrations. While important, entities like
meconium-associated vascular necrosis are discussed, in
varying depth, three times across the book. Some of the im-
ages are also essentially duplicated. Perhaps, consideration to
cross-referencing in later chapters would reduce this repeti-
tion, allowing this book to be more of an ideal compendium.
The editors might also like to review the layout of the book,
placing all normative charts more consistently in the
Appendix. In addition, this reviewer found the approach of
image placement related to text in the printed version to be
inconsistent, reducing the ease of correlating the words with
the excellent illustrations. With the online version, it is easier

to access the images but consideration could be given to
hyperlinking between the text and images. The bullet format,
while aimed at ease of reading, is sometimes not consistent in
style. For example, in the section on gross evaluation of the
placenta, detail is provided under a few summary bullet
points about findings significance but more usually, and I
think appropriately, it is discussed later under a subheading
in a systematic way. The index, while excellent for locating
the text of a disease in the printed version, does not also
provide the page number of the photomicrographs for that
entity. The aforementioned are just reflections and are not
meant to detract from my overall impression that this publi-
cation achieves it aims, and is especially suited to patholo-
gists in training or those pathologists looking for high-quality
images and key facts, of placental pathology.
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