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On The Cover: The image shows individuals of the water fl ea Daphnia magna from 
three age groups: juvenile (5-day-old), recently matured (15-day-old) and adult (30-day-
old). Studies have shown that juvenile Daphnia are more susceptible to infection by the 
bacterial parasite Pasteuria ramosa than adults, and that when hosts were exposed to 
two parasite strains together, young Daphnia allowed coexistence and transmission of 
both parasite strains, whereas in older individuals competitive exclusion was observed. 
In this issue of Trends in Parasitology, Frida Ben-Ami discusses epidemiological, 
ecological and evolutionary aspects of host age effects in invertebrates and contrasts 
them with known age-related phenomena in humans and other vertebrates. Cover 
image created by Jonatan Reberger.
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