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On The Cover: The image shows the “arms race” in the blood stream between the 
African trypanosome and the host immune system. On the parasite membrane surface, 
IgM molecules are binding one version of the Variable Surface Glycoprotein (VSG) coat 
(green) but are unable to recognize a new VSG coat (red) that is replacing it, a process 
called antigenic variation. In this issue of Trends in Parasitology, Aresta-Branco et al. 
discuss the parallels between parasite antigenic variation and host immune adaptation. 
The cover image was created by Audra Geras (http://www.audrageras.com).


