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Figure 2. CT of the pelvis and thigh (axial view) showing a gas
and fluid collection in the pelvis (long arrow) traversing the
greater sciatic foramen into the thigh (short arrows).

Figure 3. CT of the pelvis and thigh (coronal view) showing a gas and fluid collection in the pelvis (long arrow) traversing the greater
sciatic foramen into the thigh (short arrows).

Figure 1. Scout radiograph demonstrating gas tracking along
the right thigh (arrows).
[Ann Emerg Med. 2019;73:577.]

A 66-year-old man presented with 3 weeks of right posterior thigh and gluteal pain, which acutely worsened during the
previous 2 days. His history was notable for surgically resected rectal cancer 3 years before, and he was receiving
chemotherapy for recurrence. He had been treated at another institution for the same complaint, where ultrasonography of
the leg did not show deep venous thrombosis. Physical examination revealed a patient in mild distress, with swelling and
tenderness to the right lower extremity and mild tachycardia, and he reported having had a marked increase in leg pain
during an episode of diarrhea.

Computed tomography (CT) of the pelvis and lower extremity was obtained (Figures 1 to 3; Video E1, available online
at http://www.annemergmed.com).

For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 598.
To view the entire collection of Images in Emergency Medicine, visit www.annemergmed.com
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