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While suffering through organic chemistry we learned about chemicals such
as methanethiol, isovaleric acid, butanes, and propionic acid among many
others. How do such molecules relate to us in dermatology?
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Answer will appear in the JAAD Online section of the October issue of the Journal.
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Question: Do you know where, and how, you might encounter a ‘‘delta
wing’’ in dermatology?

Answer: The ‘‘delta wing sign’’ is foundwhen employing a dermatoscope for
visualization of mites and burrows in a patient suspected of having scabies.1

Scabies is frequently found in locales where performing a scabies scraping
may be difficult at best, and dermoscopy’s utility in such circumstances is that
it is readily available, portable, quick, painless, sensitive, and often diag-
nostic.2 Under the instrument’s magnification mites will appear as small dark
triangles, hence the term ‘‘delta wing sign’’ (as found in many jet planes’
configurations such as the Concorde). It has been found that combining a
traditional scabies scraping along with dermoscopy raises the sensitivity of
detection of mites from 47% to 84%.2 Scybala, incidentally, are usually not
seen but can sometimes be observed.3
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