Letter to the Editor

Response to “Potential Clinical and Radiographic Horizon-
tal Gaze Deviation an Early Sign of Stroke”

Dear Editor(s),

We would like to thank Dr. Kattah for commenting on
our article “Degree of Conjugate Gaze Deviation on CT
Predicts Proximal Vessel Occlusion and May Expedite
Endovascular Therapy”.

Dr. Kattah posed an excellent question regarding
NIHSS subscores for horizontal gaze deviation (HGD) in
our cohort. To address this, we returned to our database
and reviewed all patients with radiographic HGD in acute
proximal vessel occlusion.

In the 72 patients with radiographic HGD, 24 patients
(33.3%) had a NIHSS subscore of 0, 22 patients (30.5%)
had a subscore of 1, and 25 patients (34.7%) had a sub-
score of 2 for horizontal extraocular movements. Out of
72 patients, 49 (68.0%) patients had clinical HGD and 23
(31.9%) did not exhibit HGD on physical exam. As
reported elsewhere, patients usually close their eyes dur-
ing CT scanning and fixation removal may enhance the
detection of subtle neural abnormalities.' Radiographic
HGD may therefore be more sensitive than clinical HGD.

We agree with Dr. Kattah regarding the importance of
awareness for the entire spectrum of radiographic HGD.
In our study, we found that patients with acute PICA
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stroke may exhibit HGD, which could erroneously raise
suspicion for large vessel occlusion on CT.” We are con-
ducting further analysis to explore the prevalence of this
finding.
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