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Pure or mixed type invasive lobular carcinoma; are they different from
each other?
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To The Editor,

I wish to congratulate Haque and colleagues for their article [1]
in which they investigated outcomes of the clinical characteristics
and survival pleomorphic lobular carcinoma (PLC) versus invasive
lobular carcinoma (ILC). They reported that PLC patients had higher
rates of poorly differentiated tumors, ER-disease, and HER2þ dis-
ease when compared to patients with ILC. However, the authors
did not describe whether mixed type ILC (ILC þ invasive ductal car-
cinoma) cases were excluded or not. These cases might show
different clinical and pathological characteristics other than pure
ILC. This issue should be defined to get better comparison between
PLC and ILC.
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Reply to the letter “Pure or mixed type invasive lobular carcinoma; are
they different from each other?”
To the Editor,

I would like to thank Dr. Altundag for his correspondence. The au-
thors do believe that our study [1] has helped further describe both
clinical and pathologic differences between invasive lobular carci-
noma (ILC) and pleomorphic lobular carcinoma (PLC) of the breast.
In this particular report, we only included patients with pure ILC,
which is described as having International Classification of Diseases
for Oncology 3 (ICD-O-3) histology code 8520. We did not include
mixed histologies, such has ICD-O-3 code 8522, which includes a
mix of invasive ductal and lobular carcinoma, or ICD-O-3 code
8524, which includes infiltrating lobular mixed with other types of
carcinoma. The purpose of the present study was to study and
compare the clinical characteristics of pure ILC and PLC, and for this
reason, we did not include patients with a mixed histology. It is true
that mixed type ILC and pure ILC have distinct clinical features [2,3],
and that in the future, further studies should be performed to better
elucidate clinical characteristics of patients with mixed type ILC.
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