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etter  to  the  Editor

omments on “Cementless distal fixation modular stem
ithout reconstruction of femoral calcar for unstable

ntertrochanteric fracture in patients aged 75 years or
ore” of Zha GC, Liu J, Wang Y, Feng S, Chen XY, Guo

J, Sun JY. Published in Orthop Traumatol Surg Res.
019;105(1):35–39

We  read with interest the article regarding bipolar hemiarthro-
lasty for unstable intertrochanteric fractures in patients aged 75
ears or more [1]. We  would like to congratulate the authors for
his first of its kind study describing hemiarthroplasty in unsta-
le intertrochanteric fractures without calcar reconstruction or
eplacement. High failure rates of internal fixation and risk of reop-
ration have resulted in the emerging trend of hemiarthroplasty
n these patients [2–4]. It is also an accepted fact that involve-

ent of calcar and greater trochanter in the fracture pattern makes
his procedure more complicated and surgically challenging when
ompared with hemiarthroplasty done for neck femur fractures.
ollowing are the main challenges in managing such fractures with
emiarthroplasty:

to maintain the long-term stability of implant and prevent sub-
sidence of stem in the absence of medial calcar support;
to ascertain the amount of anteversion given to the prosthesis
and also to accurately correct limb length discrepancy (LLD) in
the absence of proximal bony landmarks, i.e. Lesser Trochanter
(LT) and Greater Trochanter (GT);
to restore abductor mechanism.

The authors have nicely described the surgical technique to use
istal fitting modular stem without need of calcar reconstruction

n unstable intertrochanteric fractures. The modularity of implant
elps in fine tuning of anteversion and limb length while the distal
tting of the stem takes care of the stability part. However, there
re certain technical concerns which need further elaboration by
he authors.

How did the authors decide regarding the correct degree of
anteversion in the prosthesis as LT was neither brought to its
anatomical position as a guide to anteversion nor the described
method of using distal femoral epicondylar axis as a guide to
anteversion was used [5].
The results show that none of the patient had symptomatic LLD.

How did the authors ensure that limb length has been corrected
intraoperatively in the absence of bony landmarks? Also, can the
limb length be adjusted intraoperatively with other uncemented
distal fitting prosthesis which do no have the option of spacers.

DOI of original article: https://doi.org/10.1016/j.otsr.2018.11.015.
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877-0568/© 2019 Elsevier Masson SAS. All rights reserved.
• The authors have described fixing the greater trochanter with
locking plate and screws, but all the representative radiographs
shown in the article have multiple encirclage wires which are
probably holding the plate. Nothing has been mentioned in the
surgical technique regarding the usage of encirclage wires which
needs further detailing.

We  request the authors to provide clarity on the above-
mentioned points regarding surgical technique, so that the
excellent results as shown by the authors can be replicated by all
in this complex problem.
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