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The defining skills of an oncologist — understanding each
cancer in the context of an individual, assessing fitness for
therapies, communicating uncertainty — are common to
both specialties. The few patients and healthcare pro-
fessionals who know that there are two types of oncologist
struggle to understand the differences between us and the
reason for this dichotomy.

The principal curative non-surgical cancer therapy is
radiation, so the need for a technically skilled radiotherapy
workforce is paramount. As much curative radiotherapy is
now delivered as combined modality therapy and with
more new agents that enhance the effect of radiotherapy on
the horizon, the need for clinical oncologists to have some
systemic therapy training is increasing. We do not have
enough oncologists of either type to pursue a fully separate
North American model.

If we focus on training and supporting the oncology
workforce as a whole, fostering our common aims and skills
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while encouraging individual expertise, such as in technical
radiotherapy, we will stand a better chance of improving
outcomes for people with cancer.

J. Dickson, T. Roques, F. Yuille
Royal College of Radiologists, London, UK
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Oncology is Missing out on the FOAM Party N

Madam — The Royal College of Radiologists’ Clinical
oncology UK workforce census report 2017 [1] adds to the
stark warnings by Tharmalingam et al [2] in their
editorial regarding oncology training. In the UK, the
current 15% shortfall in clinical oncologists is expected
to worsen to 22% by 2022 [1]. Despite the recruitment
crisis, medical students are given little exposure to
oncology in undergraduate curriculums. Furthermore, in
early postgraduate training few doctors are exposed to
the very specialised services and therapies in oncology,
hampering their ability to make informed career
decisions.

We applaud the creation of the national annual taster
course at Mount Vernon Cancer Centre and other initiatives
to demystify oncology [2]. However, while such rare pro-
grammes are limited by availability and cost, they could be
complemented by online platforms that are free and scal-
able to all trainees considering oncology. Yet surprisingly
there is a dearth of online material for trainees contem-
plating this career.

We can learn from the fields of emergency, intensive and
anaesthetic medicine that have built a vibrant community
online around the concept of FOAM (Free Open Access
Meducation). This is a philosophy of ‘medical education for
anyone, anywhere, anytime’. Curators worldwide have
formed a vibrant online community producing blogs, pod-
casts, tweets, videos, online journal clubs and websites, all
free to use [3]. So far oncology has broadly failed to exploit
the internet to cheaply and effectively engage the millennial

Uratee’
generation of trainees who are currently deciding on their
specialty training [4].

To begin responding to this need we have developed an
oncology FOAM platform (www.oncopods.com) to help
those considering an oncology career. It covers career
advice, the basics and current ‘hot topics’ in oncology. We
encourage others to help build an oncology FOAM
community with resources of their own.
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