Abstracts / Obesity Research & Clinical Practice 13 (2019) 240-326 259

Methods: Data from the Melbourne InFANT Program (n=542)
on breastfeeding and solid introduction, along with repeated meas-
ures of BMIz until the age of five were used for these analyses. A
mixed effect polynomial model was used to investigate the effects
of infant feeding type on BMIz trajectory across early childhood.

Results: With adjustment for BMI at birth and maternal char-
acteristics including country of birth, pre-pregnancy BMI, and
education level, every one month increment in breastfeeding dura-
tion was associated with 0.02 unit decrease in mean BMIz from
9 months to 5 years (P=0.004). The average mean BMIz from 9
months to 5 years of children breastfed for >6 months was 0.24
units lower (95%CI —0.40, —0.08 P<0.003) than those who breast-
feed for less than 6 months. Breastfeeding duration > 6 months
demonstrated similar protective effects on BMIz among children
whose mothers were healthy weight or overweight/obese pre-
pregnancy. No significant association was found for timing of solid
introduction and BMIz.

Conclusion: Longer breastfeeding duration was associated with
lower BMIz to five years of age. Breastfeeding duration >6 months
showed similar beneficial effects on BMIz among children of moth-
ers who were healthy weight or overweight/obese pre-pregnancy.
The findings supports the current guidelines to prolong breastfeed-
ing duration.
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Background: Active breaks are short bursts of physical activity
done in the classroom as a break from learning. The ACTI-BREAK
program was designed to address limitations of previous active
breakinterventions, including lack of teacher involvement in devel-
opment, use of long-term academic measures to assess short-term
interventions, and lack of objective physical activity assessment.
This study aimed to assess the feasibility and potential efficacy of
ACTI-BREAK for improving achievement in mathematics and read-
ing, classroom behaviour and physical activity.

Method: Year 3 and 4 students (74% response; n=374) were
recruited from six schools across Melbourne, Australia. Using a clus-
ter randomised controlled trial design, schools were randomised
to the 6-week ACTI-BREAK intervention (n=3) or usual teaching
practice (n=3). The intervention involved teachers incorporating
3 x 5min active breaks into their classroom routine daily. Aca-
demic achievement was assessed using 1-min tests in reading
and mathematics; classroom behaviour was observed by teachers;
physical activity was assessed using accelerometers. Multilevel
mixed effects linear regression models were conducted using inten-
tion to treat analyses. Teacher (interviews) and student experience
(survey and focus groups) were also assessed.

Results: Intervention effects for classroom behaviour were
stronger for boys (B=21.42; 95%Cl: 10.34,32.49) than girls
(B=12.23; 95%Cl: 1.52,22.92). No effect was found for reading,
mathematics or physical activity. Teachers implemented on aver-
age two of the three prescribed active breaks daily. Barriers to
implementation for teachers were perceived threats to classroom
control and time constraints. Facilitators were program infra-
structure, flexible delivery options and student enjoyment. Most

students reported enjoying the program (94%), finding it easier to
concentrate (66%) and that their school work improved (67%).

Conclusions: Implementing active breaks in the classroom may
improve classroom behaviour, and had no detrimental effect on
reading or mathematics scores. This may encourage classroom tea-
chers to incorporate more physical activity into their classroom
routine.
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Childhood obesity is proving difficult to prevent despite iden-
tification of modifiable risk factors related to healthy eating and
active play. For parents in Victoria, Australia, the Maternal Child
Health (MCH) service plays an important role in promoting child
health behaviours through nurse consultations with parents at key
ages from birth to 3.5 years.

Our study was based in the rural remote Yarriambiack Shire,
which in 2014 had the highest overweight and obesity preva-
lence in the state (66.9% vs. 49.8%) but prevalence in children was
unknown. Our aim was two-fold; firstly, to determine the weight
status of children aged 0-3.5 years. Secondly, to explore the rela-
tionship between child weight status and translation of advice on
healthy eating and active play recommendations.

Child anthropometrics taken by MCH nurses for all children 0-5
years old between November 2011-2016 (n=438) were extracted
and analysed for prevalence of overweight/obesity. Semistructured
interviews were conducted with 15 parents of children aged 12
months - 5 years and the two MCH nurses.

Interviews confirmed a high level of engagement with the
local MCH service. Parents saw MCH as a key information source
for child health advice. Parents reported mostly following MCH
healthy eating and active play advice, except screen time and fussy
eating advice. Quantitative results showed local prevalence of over-
weight/obesity at 3.5 years was lower than the national average
(11.4%vs.20%). A significant trend towards obesity was noted start-
ing from 12 months (p <0.001), coinciding with a relaxation in
parent attitudes towards healthy child behaviours.

Findings from this mixed method study showed that the Yarri-
ambiack MCH service supports parents to raise healthy weight
children until 3.5 years. However, there are warning signs that this
support must continue throughout childhood and beyond if this
cohort of children is to remain within a healthy weight range into
adulthood.
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