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Letter to the editor

Mucinous cystadenoma of oral minor salivary glands: Precursor of mucocele?

To the Editor,

Sir,

Minor salivary gland mucinous cystadenomas are rarely reported
[1,2]. We had recently the opportunity to detect such a cyst on a labial
salivary gland biopsy. The lesion consisted in a 1-mm sized cyst lined by
mucinous cells, Alcian blue positive. The cyst lumina was contiguous
with mucinous acini and an intralobular duct with flattened epithelium
(Fig. 1). At the periphery of the cyst there were atrophic acini as well as
normal, mucinous acini. The p63 stain showed a relatively continuous
line of basal positive cells. Papillary projections were not detected ex-
cept at the communication site with the acini or duct. The main dif-
ferential diagnosis was that of cystic dystrophy of salivary gland acini.
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The presence of intraluminal mucus and of a mucus-secreting cyst-
lining of normal thickness as well as the lack of obstacle of the duct
system, along // with the presence of a papillary-type pattern at the
connection site to the acini rather suggest a cystadenoma-type lesion.
Zones of connection to the duct system along with the presence of a
flattened duct epithelium suggest a possible evolution to a retention-
type mucocele.

In conclusion, milimetric, microscopic mucinous cystadenomas may
be detected on minor salivary gland biopsies. Besides the possible
evolution to malignancy, the evolution towards mucocele should be
acknowledged.

Fig. 1. The cyst, located in the minor sali-
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{ - Original magnification X5 (A and C) x20
(B and D).
. -
3 -
& :
{ .“ o -
/ 5 C D o 1 EVL RN
.' “ . ‘ » ™~ ~ 3 P it -
x : S T A OO T o4 4
v ’ 'y .
f ! ; b e T &I
! R
" : He- AT WA Ut 1w
\ 5 o gy g <
o \ ]
! : ¢ S 2 U P
: o » A ]
‘L - t 2 4 '{‘ R '. Y ’
N y " ' '
5 ‘ (l i .
A . : A b
$ 7 = ~ P i B '3
ﬁ . o / L4 ‘l . ¥ 2
S '_ 2 ’ “
- - 3 . ., ’ 4
’ o - ’ - ’
h } .
. -

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oraloncology.2019.09.025
Received 24 September 2019; Accepted 25 September 2019
Available online 30 September 2019

1368-8375/ © 2019 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.


http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/13688375
https://www.elsevier.com/locate/oraloncology
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oraloncology.2019.09.025
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oraloncology.2019.09.025
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.oraloncology.2019.09.025
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.oraloncology.2019.09.025&domain=pdf

Letter to the editor

Declaration of Competing Interest
The author does not have conflicts of interests.
Acknowledgements

The author thanks the technical and administrative teams of the
HUPSSD APHP, NCA, CMDP and BIUM.

References

[1] El-Naggar AK, Chan JKC, Grandis JR, Takata T, Slootweg PJ, editors. WHO

157

Oral Oncology 98 (2019) 156-157

classification of tumours, pathology and genetics of head and neck tumours. 4th ed.,
vol. 9Lyon: IARC Press; 2017.

[2] Rosai J. Rosai and Ackerman's surgical pathology Expert consult 10th ed.
Philadelphia (PA): Mosby Elsevier; 2011.

Adriana Handra-Luca

Department of Pathology, APHP GHU Avicenne, University Paris Nord
Sorbonne Cite, 125 Rue Stalingrad, 93009 Bobigny, France

E-mail addresses: adriana.handra-luca@aphp.fr,
adriana.handra-luc@hotmail.com.


http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1368-8375(19)30334-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1368-8375(19)30334-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1368-8375(19)30334-3/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1368-8375(19)30334-3/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S1368-8375(19)30334-3/h0010
mailto:adriana.handra-luca@aphp.fr
mailto:adriana.handra-luc@hotmail.com

	Mucinous cystadenoma of oral minor salivary glands: Precursor of mucocele?
	mk:H1_1
	Acknowledgements
	References




