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Figure. Lateral radiograph of the cervical spine and surgical hardware, with associated bulging prevertebral soft tissue (arrow).
[Ann Emerg Med. 2019;74:17.]

A 59-year-old woman with a history of cervical spondylosis and central stenosis with myelopathy presented to the
emergency department (ED) after a C3 through C7 anterior cervical decompression and fusion procedure. She had
presented to the ED on several occasions postoperatively with symptoms including neck, back, bilateral hand, and leg pains.
She then presented again to the ED 2 weeks after the procedure, complaining of persistent pain accompanied by progressive
numbness of the feet. Examination revealed slight weakness (4 out of 5 strength) in the lower extremities. Radiograph of the
cervical spine was obtained (Figure).
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 27.
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