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Respected Sir,

It was quite interesting to read the article in which the authors
have tried to evaluate the influence of papillary features on risk of
malignancy within the Atypia of Undetermined Significance or
Follicular Lesion of Undetermined Significance (AUS-FLUS)
Bethesda System for Reporting Thyroid Cytopathology (BSRTC)
diagnostic category.

In their study, the authors found AUS-FLUS in 22% of FNAB spec-
imens. This percentage seems to be alarming. Though there is an
inter-laboratory and inter-cytopathologist variation in the report-
ing of AUS-FLUS but the 7% threshold has become the accepted gen-
eral benchmark for percentage of specimens reported under
Thyroid Bethesda System.1,2

We would like to know the performance benchmarks used in
their cytopathology laboratory. In the light of such high rate of
detection of an AUS/FLUS sample in their cohort, is it proper to
deduce that a separate subgrouping be created within the AUS/
FLUS category?

Thank you.
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