Technical note

Available online at www.sciencedirect.com

ScienceDirect

British Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 57 (2019) 938-939

BRITISH
Journal of
Oral and
Maxillofacial
Surgery

www.bjoms.com

Koken nasoalveolar moulding splint to facilitate mandibular
bony infill after marsupialisation of lower jaw lesion
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Fig. 1. The Koken nasoalveolar moulding splint (nostril retainer) showing the two ports.

Marsupialisation is a valuable and well-recognised method
of treating large odontogenic cysts. A number of meth-
ods have been described to maintain patency for irrigation,
and these range from nasopharyngeal airways to customised
splints.'?

We present a modification using a nasoalveolar mould-
ing splint (Koken), which is often used (sometimes
contentiously) in the orthopaedic management of nasal defor-
mities associated with cleft lip.® This double-lumen silicone
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splint is adaptable and can be obtained in a variety of sizes.
It is readily available in theatre, can be sutured in place,
and is radiopaque. It also has the benefit of two ports,
which allow the through-flow of saline when irrigating the
cavity (Fig. 1).

Figs. 3 and 4 show its use in a 7-year-old boy who pre-
sented with a large complex odontome in the left mandibular
ramus. The radiographic appearance of the lesion is shown
before treatment (Fig. 2) and after (Fig. 4).
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Fig. 2. Radiographic appearance of a large complex odontome and surrounding cystic cavity in the left mandibular ramus of a 7-year-old boy.

‘

Fig. 4. Orthopantomogram showing the Koken splint in place and good bony
infill after removal of the odontome and part of the surrounding cystic lining
8 weeks after placement. The odontome had been removed 13 weeks before
this radiograph was taken.
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