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Capsule Summary
 d The incidence of melanoma is increasing in the United States and
around the world.

d The incidence of melanoma in situ is increasing at a faster rate than
that of invasive melanoma.

d In situ and invasive melanomas demonstrate distinct epidemiologic
and clinical features, suggesting divergent etiologic pathways of
development.
How did this article change
the practice of dermatology?
Although we are detecting more melanoma in situ (MIS), mortality has
not changed. Interestingly, MIS developed on the upper body more
often in men than women, and invasive melanomas were diagnosed in
younger persons and were more likely to be found on the lower
extremities than MIS was, suggesting that MIS might have separate risk
factors as well.1
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