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The association between ankylosing spondylitis and other comor-
bidities has been well studied [1,2]. Recently a cohort study conducted
by Moon et al. illustrated that persons with ankylosing spondylitis
were at risk of new onset of atrial fibrillation (hazard ratio 1.28; 95%
confidence interval 1.03–1.58) [3]. Some points are discussed. First,
the incidence of atrial fibrillation was 1.54-fold higher in persons with
ankylosing spondylitis than those without ankylosing spondylitis in
Moon et al.'s study (23.2 vs. 15.1 per 10,000 person-years) [3]. The at-
tributable risk caused by ankylosing spondylitis was 8.1 per 10,000
person-years. Removal of ankylosing spondylitis may reduce 8 cases of
new onset of atrial fibrillation per 10,000 person-years of follow-up.
Second, Another cohort study illustrated that the incidence of chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease was 1.45-fold higher in persons with
ankylosing spondylitis than those without ankylosing spondylitis
(4.47 versus 3.09 per 10,000 person-years) [4]. The attributable risk
caused by ankylosing spondylitis was 1.38 per 10,000 person-years.
Removal of ankylosing spondylitis may reduce 1 case of chronic ob-
structive pulmonary disease per 10,000 person-years of follow-up.
Third, based on the above measurement, ankylosing spondylitis has
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a 8-fold greater impact on the risk of atrial fibrillation than the risk of
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease. Ankylosing spondylitis is not
likely to be eradicated currently. From a view of primary prevention,
quitting smoke can reduce the risk of developing chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease. I agreewithMoon et al.'s comments that physicians
should take into consideration regular screening for atrial fibrillation
and stroke prevention in persons with ankylosing spondylitis.
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