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Dear Sir,

We read with great interest the article by Maeda T, et
al. on the association between brain morphological
development and the quality of general movements
(GMs) [1]. Authors have co-evaluated brain MRI scores
and GMs optimality score and correlated both these
variables. They have highlighted the fact that co-evalua-
tion of GMs and brain morphology may help in accu-
rate developmental prediction. However, we would like
to raise a few concerns.

Since authors compared two possible predictors of
developmental outcome in very low birth weight
(VLBW) babies, it is imperative to know the develop-
mental outcome of the cohort which would act as a
gold standard. In such an extensive study, we are curi-
ous to know the status of GMs at fidgety age as well.
The appearance of fidgety movements (at 50–56 weeks
corrected gestation) is considered the best predictor of
future development [2]. Also, assessment of GMs at
writhing age has a moderate inter-observer agreement
as compared to a near-perfect agreement at fidgety
age [3,4]. Considering significant inter-observer varia-
tion, it is important that at least two observers should
assess GMs [3]. Serial assessment of GMs is essential
since abnormal GMs may normalize on follow up
and normalization is associated with a good outcome
[2].

This study adequately underscores the correlation of
GMs at writhing age with brain morphometry. But it
would be clinically more desirable to assess their corre-
lation with fidgety movements and the future develop-
mental outcome. Future research may address these
important concerns.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.braindev.2019.03.001
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