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Figure 1. Apical 4-chamber view of the left ventricle,
demonstrating prominent trabeculation at the apical and
lateral walls (arrows).

Figure 2. Blood flow in and out of the trabeculae, visible on
color flow imaging.
[Ann Emerg Med. 2019;74:186.]

An 87-year-old woman presented with dyspnea, orthopnea, and ankle edema for 3 weeks. Medical history included
diabetes mellitus, hypertension, and ischemic stroke. Blood pressure was 110/70 mm Hg and pulse rate was 86 beats/min.
Jugular venous pressure was elevated. ECG showed sinus rhythm and new-onset left bundle branch block. Chest
radiograph result was consistent with pulmonary congestion and right-sided pleural effusion. Troponin T level was 54 ng/L
(reference <14 ng/L), similar to her baseline level. Bedside echocardiography was performed (Figures 1 and 2, Video E1,
available online at http://www.annemergmed.com).
For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 259.
To view the entire collection of Images in Emergency Medicine, visit www.annemergmed.com
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