Diagnosis airhead: a case of pneumocephalus

in labor
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his noncontrast computer tomography of the head re-

veals pneumocephalus, caused by air entering the
meninges during epidural placement. The 36 year old gravida 7
para 3033 at 40 weeks complained of right-sided swelling
around her eyes and cheek shortly after epidural placement.
She was noted to have right-sided ptosis and hemianesthesia of
the right side of her face. A neurology consult was called

Departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology (Dr Jayakumaran) and
Anesthesia (Dr Thomas) and Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Division of Maternal Fetal Medicine (Dr Schuster), Rutgers Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School, New Brunswick, NJ.

Received Feb. 13, 2019; accepted Feb. 27, 2019.

The authors report no conflicts of interest.

Corresponding author: Jenani S. Jayakumaran. Jsj85@rwjms.rutgers.edu

Presented at the annual meeting of the New Jersey Obstetrics and
Gynecology, June 1—2, 2018, Atlantic City, NJ.

0002-9378/$36.00
© 2019 Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2019.02.057

because of concern for stroke and the computer tomography
was obtained (Figures 1 and 2). The images reveal a focus of air
adjacent to the right internal carotid artery, consistent with
cranial nerve 3 irritation, leading to the patient’s symptoms.
While her initial findings were alarming, 6 hours later they
began to improve, and she proceeded to have a normal labor
course and a spontaneous vaginal delivery.
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