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Corrigendum

Corrigendum to “Cancer mortality by migrant background in Belgium
during the 2000s: Patterns and social determinants” [Cancer Treat. Res.
Commun. (2017) 19–24]
Wanda Monika Johanna Van Hemelrijcka,b, Helga A.G. de Valkb, Hadewijch Vandenheedea
a Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Belgium
bNetherlands Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute/KNAW/Population Research Centre, University of Groningen, The Netherlands

The authors regret to inform that an error was made in the above-
mentioned manuscript during the lexis expansion of the original da-
taset. This expansion was performed in order to correct the dataset for
attained age during follow-up (2001–2011), rather than working with
age at census (2001) to calculate cancer mortality rates and rate ratios.

The number of site-specific cancer cases have been affected by this
oversight, and as a result the rates and rate ratios in Tables 2–5 are
changed (see below for the correct numbers). None of the mortality rate
ratios changed direction after recalculation, but some differences be-
tween migrant background groups and Belgian natives are statistically
significant in the corrected tables where they were not in the original
manuscript (i.e. the 95% confidence interval of the mortality rate ratio
no longer includes value ‘1’).

Overall interpretation and conclusions in the paper do not change,
only some minor changes to the text apply which we outline below.
Numbers listed in the results section of the paper should be updated in
line with the corrected tables, and we kindly refer the reader to these in
order to obtain the right results.

We hereby list corrections to the results section:

– p.20 – 3.2 Cancer mortality by migrant background: patterns

‘FG Moroccans and Turks of both sexes have the lowest ISMRs
for all-cancer, colorectal cancer and cancer of the head and
neck. Among women, their lung and breast cancer mortality is
also lowest.’

– p.20 – 3.2 Cancer mortality by migrant background: patterns

‘FG Italians also have a high liver cancer ISMR (men: 15.6
[12.2–19.6]; women: 5.6 [3.5–8.5]) but a low ISMR for cancer
of the head and neck (men: 7.8 [5.4–10.9]; women: 1.9
[0.7–3.9]).’

– p.23 – 3.3 Cancer mortality by migrant background: determinants

‘Male MRRs show sharper decreases, as do FG Moroccan and
Turkish MRRs compared with MRRs for females and individuals
from more industrialised countries.’

The authors would like to apologise for any inconvenience caused.
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