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I thank Dr. Caylakli for his comments on our paper. This paper
looked at our overall results with the surgical treatment of Eagle's
syndrome, including symptom control. While we did note that both
transoral and transcervical approaches were used, there appeared to be
no difference in pain control results. We did not specifically address the
exact technique used to remove the styloid process and so I cannot
verify his comments, based on our study. I can say that I personally
make an effort to isolate the distal styloid process and then release the
periosteum with minimal disruption before removing the bone, as he

suggests. I usually divide the stylomandibular ligament during this,
which improves visualization of the parapharyngeal space from an open
approach. I leave the proximal 1–1.5 cm of the proximal styloid in place
to protect the facial nerve at the stylomastoid foramen and I divide the
bone with cutting Rongeurs to avoid fracturing the more proximal
segment, again to avoid facial nerve injury. I do think these maneuvers
are appropriate and have provided excellent results, but I cannot prove
on the basis of this study that they are keys to obtaining lasting pain
control.
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