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This article has been retracted: please see Elsevier Policy on Article
Withdrawal (https://www.elsevier.com/about/our-business/policies/
article-withdrawal).

This article has been retracted at the request of the Editor-in-Chief
and Hirosaki University.

Hirosaki University informed the journal that, prior to his passing,

Dr Sato had wished to retract this paper due to data fabrication and
honorary authorship.

Hirosaki University noted that none of the co-authors participated
in any misconduct and appeared as authors on an honorary basis only.
Attempts have been made to confirm this with the co-authors listed but
no response has been received.
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