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An ASTCT Membership Can Create
to Powerful Possibilities

By Dr. Navneet Majhail, ASTCT
president

Since ASTCT’s founding in 1993, one
of the most important aspects of the
society has been connectivity. In the 25+
years since, we’ve seen the society grow
and change. But one thing remains true:
the society’s dedication to helping those
in BMT and cellular therapy grow as
individuals and institutions.

ASTCT is made up of 2,200 physi-
cians, investigators, and other health
care professionals focused on the
advancement of transplantation and cel-
lular therapy. The society offers educa-
tional opportunities for everyone—from
the fellow who is just beginning his or
her career to the seasoned profes-
sional—and allows people from all areas
of BMT and cellular therapy to get
involved. We also provide extensive
professional development tools, as well
as resources for your practice.

Let me give you a personal perspec-
tive on the value of ASTCT membership.
Before writing this letter, I went to our
basement, fired up the time machine
and went back to 2013 � the year I took
on my current role as director of BMT
Program at the Cleveland Clinic. My first
reaction was “Wow, I look younger,
leaner and healthier!” But let’s just focus
on ASTCT (then ASBMT) in the day of the
life of a newly minted and nervous BMT
Program Director.

I was beginning my day by reading
Biology of Blood and Marrow Transplanta-
tion, which is now the No. 1 journal in
transplantation and cellular therapy
field. I was reading a paper that one of
my mentees wrote � I was feeling proud
of her as I marveled over the knowledge
contained within the glossy pages of
that issue.

Then it was time to go and see
patients. In clinic, our fellow quickly
pulled up practice guidelines from our
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society’s website to help us in clinical
decision making. In between patients, I
quickly sent emails to our program
administrator and our pharmacist to
reach out to colleagues in the society
listserv to get some feedback on what
other programs were doing for a reim-
bursement and medication issue,
respectively. Then it was lunch time,
and as I sat down our my multicourse
lunch (of crackers and coffee), I read
Dr. Fred LeMaistre’s President’s column
in our ASTCT’s monthly newsletter. My
brain weighed an ounce heavier by the
time I finished lunch with all the wis-
dom I had imbibed from his column and
the rest of the content.

Did I tell you that it was early March
2013 � two weeks after the TCT (then
Tandem) meetings? I was still getting
over my hangover � the high that one
gets after attending THE meeting for
transplant and cellular therapy. I was
still trying to parse through the science
and data, and figuring out how to apply
that to my patients. I was thinking about
the great interactions I had when meet-
ing old friends and all the new friends I
had made from all over the world. I was
gloating over the spectacular presenta-
tions by our trainees and team members
at the meeting.

Soon thereafter, in the stack of mail
lying on my desk, I found a form for
enrolling a patient on the CMS study for
an MDS patient. I was so thankful for the
advocacy work done by our society in
ensuring access to transplant for our
older patients. I was looking forward to
my 1:1 with one of our junior faculty,
who was going to apply for the Clinical
Research Training Course and we were
going to brainstorm ideas for a New
Investigator Award application. At the
end of the day, I got on the phone to join
a conference call for the Practice Guide-
lines Committee � awed by the effi-
ciency with which Dr. Paul Carpenter
accomplished so much during that call
and the engagement and passion of my
colleagues from all over the country
who were collaboratively working to
move the field forward.

As I come back to the present, I can
go and an on about the benefits of mem-
bership. But I hope you get the message.
There is so much the ASTCT can offer
you � around education, clinical care,
research and advocacy. The society also
gives you an opportunity to grow pro-
fessionally and personally and to give
back. What I value the most is the
friendships I have made with so many
colleagues all over the world through
the society, connections which I don’t
believe I would made otherwise.

If you’re already with us, please
remember to renew your membership
before Dec. 31, 2019 to retain all of the
amazing benefits. If you’re not with us
yet, please consider joining. We are in a
really exciting era in our field as we
transition from traditional transplants to
adding cellular therapies into our arma-
mentarium of treatments we can offer to
our patients.

ASTCT gives us the chance to work
together, and move us all in the right
direction.

Sincerely,
Dr. Navneet Majhail
�

WHAT’s NEW AT ASTCT
ASTCT Announces Prestigious Fel-

low Designation
Appointment as a Fellow in a profes-

sional society is designed to honor
exceptional achievement and service
within the ASTCT member community.
This distinction recognizes ASTCT mem-
bers for their volunteer service, dedica-
tion, and commitment to ASTCT.
Recipients have carried out efforts that
benefit ASTCT, the specialty of trans-
plantation and cellular therapy, and the
patients whom they serve. Meeting the
minimal requirements for advancement
to ASTCT Fellow status does not
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guarantee advancement to an ASTCT Fel-
low. The peer-reviewed phase of the
application, along with the achievement
of the minimum requirements, will ulti-
mately determine if advancement to Fel-
low status is warranted.

Learn more at astct.org

Register for the 2020 TCT Meetings
of ASTCT and CIBMTR Today!

The TCT j Transplantation and Cellu-
lar Therapy Meetings are a joint partner-
ship between ASTCT and CIBMTR that
connects various medical professionals.
Investigators, clinicians, pharmacists,
administrators, and more collaborate
and discuss to strive for improved care
of BMT and cellular therapy patients
across the country and around the
world.

The 2020 TCT Meetings will take
place February 19-23, 2020 at the World
Center Marriott in Orlando, Florida.
Don't forget to enter your membership
number to register at a discounted rate.
This is found when you log on to the
ASTCT site, click the profile icon in the
top right corner, and select "Profile." On
your profile page, click the "View Mem-
bership Details" button in the column on
the left. Your ID number is listed directly
under your name.

To register, please visit astct.org.

Take Advantage of Institutional
Membership

The Institutional Affiliate Member-
ship provides members within an insti-
tution the ability to purchase affiliate
membership as a group, offering a single
invoice for multiple affiliate members.
Institutional members enjoy the same
benefits as individual ASTCT affiliate
members, including access to the com-
munity, ability to join a SIG or Commit-
tee, subscription to BBMT, access to
policy and reimbursement updates, and
discounted registration to the TCT Meet-
ings. The institutional membership ena-
bles institutions to bring more of the
employees in their cell therapy pro-
grams to join ASTCT as affiliate members
and lowers financial barriers for affiliate
level members. Learn more and sign up
for institutional membership today at
astct.org.

Pharmacy SIG Publishes Additions
to eBook

The Beyond Fundamentals of HCT
eBook is now available. This eBook is
comprised of 31 chapters detailing phar-
macotherapy in the hematopoietic cell
transplantation (HCT) setting. Recent
additions to the eBook include CAR-T
Therapy. This is an excellent opportunity
to learn more about skills required to
care for patients undergoing HCT, with a
focus on pharmacotherapeutic manage-
ment throughout the transplant process.
You can purchase the eBook for $245.00.
For more information, please reach out
to info@astct.org.
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