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We are so glad that Dr. Gürkov showed interest in our recent 
publication “Clinical features and management of Meniere’s 
disease (MD) patients with drop attacks (DAs)” in European 
Archives Otorhinolaryngology [1]. As well we really appre-
ciate his comments on this work. It is also well known that 
Dr. Gürkov did great job in the field of hydropic ear disease 
that resulted in productive publications which made great 
contributions for us to better understand the hydropic ear 
disease; his expertise deserves to be acknowledged [2–4].

As far as we know, the first study which showed the 
positive correlation between the severity of endolymphatic 
hydrops and disease duration is in 2011 by Dr. Fiorino [5]. 
The work was acknowledged by our previous publications 
[6].

Regarding the incidence of DAs in patients with MD, we 
did not cite another paper “Gürkov R, Jerin C, Flatz Wet al. 
Clinical Manifestations of Hydropic Ear Disease (Menière). 
Eur Arch Otorhinolaryngol (2019) 276:27–40” which was 
published recently [7]. It is a nice work which overviews the 
clinical presentations of hydropic ear disease. Unfortunately, 
when we submitted our manuscript, it did not come out.

In our study, we mainly focused on the unilateral defi-
nite MD patients diagnosed on the basis of the criteria pro-
posed by the 2015 Classification Committee of the Barany 
Society and then confirmed endolymphatic hydrops in all 

MD patients by temporal bone MRI enhancement. How-
ever, the patient selection criteria in Gürkov’s study is dif-
ferent, which included vestibular diseases with endolym-
phatic hydrops, such as bilateral MD, delayed endolymphatic 
hydrops, and MD accompanied with vestibular Migraine. It 
may lead to variable incidence of DAs. In any case, no mat-
ter how high the incidence of DAs is, clinicians should never 
ignore the seriousness of DAs.
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