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The “sentinel clot sign” is defined as the highest attenua-
tion hematoma in proximity to an organ that is the primary 
source of bleeding in hemoperitoneum (Fig. 1a, b). The body 
attempts hemostasis by forming a clot at the site of injury; 
thus, the highest attenuation area is the nearest one to the 
source.

On computed tomography, acutely clotted blood has 
higher attenuation value than nonclotted blood or chronic 
hemorrhage, which forms the basis of the “sentinel clot 
sign” [1]. This sign can be used to trace the source of occult 
hemorrhage in cases of abdominal trauma [2], and can also 
be important in cases of nontraumatic hemoperitoneum. An 
additional sign that can indicate a bleeding source is the 
extravasation of contrast material at that site [3].
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Fig. 1   a Axial noncontrast CT image showing a large hyperdense clot 
in the peritoneum (red arrow), in a case of mesenteric injury. b Axial 
image showing the attenuation value of the hyperdense clot compared 
to lower attenuation surrounding hemoperitoneum, a clue to the pri-
mary bleeding site
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