
LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Rebuttal letter to Dr. Fallahi’s letter about our manuscript BAxial
spondyloarthritis in the USA: diagnostic challenges and missed
opportunities.^ Clin Rheumatol. 2018 Dec 26.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10067-018-4397-3

Abhijeet Danve1
& Atul Deodhar2

Received: 7 February 2019 /Accepted: 14 February 2019 /Published online: 12 March 2019
# International League of Associations for Rheumatology (ILAR) 2019

Dr. Fallahi objects to our statement Bnone of these physical
examination techniques, including spine mobility measure-
ments, reliably distinguish inflammatory diseases of the spine,
such as axial spondyloarthritis, from common degenerative
diseases of the spine^ and then provides no explanation, or
the reason, to their objection. We think history and physical
examination is an important and vital aspect of clinical med-
icine in general, and diagnosis and management of axial
spondyloarthritis in particular. Having said that, we still main-
tain that there is no part of the spinal examination that is
specific enough to differentiate Binflammatory^ from Bme-
chanical^ spinal involvement. Dr. Fallahi’s letter repeats the
list of causes of delayed diagnosis that we have already
discussed at length in our manuscript.
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