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The authors wish to acknowledge that whilst this study [1] and
that published in Hammad et al [2] explore different areas –
blood cell ratios and serum endocan, respectively – the reader
may identify some similarities between the papers owing to
the same patient cohort being analysed in both studies.

Furthermore, the authors wish to confirm that written permis-
sion has retrospectively been obtained for the aggregate data
presented in Table 1 of this paper.
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