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A 29-year-old woman presented with intermittent hema-
ochezia for 3 weeks. Her physical examination was  remarkable for
allor with hemoglobin level of 5.3 g/dl after multiple transfusions.
bdominal ultrasonography and thoracoabdominal computed

omography (CT) revealed nothing but scattered nodules in both
ungs. After admission, she presented with deteriorating paraplegia
esulting from spinal cord compression confirmed by magnetic res-
nance imaging. Colonoscopy showed a large discoid, friable lesion
n the ascending colon, with active oozing of blood (Fig. 1a) and
he received endoscopic argon plasma coagulation. Histopathology
f endoscopic biopsy suggested a poorly differentiated adeno-
arcinoma (Fig. 1b). Immunohistochemical staining was  strongly
ositive for beta human chorionic gonadotropin (�- HCG) (Fig. 2a)
nd cytokeratin 7 (CK7) (Fig. 2b), while negative for cytokeratin,

illin, caudal type homeobox 2 (CDX2), supporting a diagno-
is of choriocarcinoma. Pathological findings of CT-guided lung
iopsy also revealed metastatic choriocarcinoma. Furthermore, this
atient denied any gestational event in recent three years, eventu-

∗ Corresponding author at: The First Affiliated Hospital of Zhengzhou University,
astrointesinal Hospital, No.1 of East JianShe Road, Zhengzhou, China.

E-mail addresses: fangmengnh@163.com (M.  Fang), 6824630@qq.com
Q. Zheng), 190602027@qq.com (D. Liu).

ttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.dld.2018.11.020
590-8658/© 2018 Editrice Gastroenterologica Italiana S.r.l. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All
Fig. 2. Immunohistochemical staining results of endoscopic biopsy (400×): (a)
strongly positive for �- HCG. (b) strongly positive for CK7.

ally, a diagnosis of primary colonic choriocarcinoma was confirmed.
Unfortunately, due to suspected intra-vertebral metastasis, she
died a few days after diagnosis.

Extragonadal primary choriocarcinoma is an extremely rare
disease with dismal prognosis [1]. This case presented with
severe lower gastrointestinal bleeding, which was an atypical, but
potentially life-threatening symptom of primary colonic choriocar-
cinoma.
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