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An unusual retroperitoneal endometriotic cyst in a young woman R)
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A 30-year-old woman presented with a one-month history of
intermittent upper abdominal pain was referred to our hospital.
Her past medical history was not significant, and pertinent lab-
oratory tests were within reference range. A contrast-enhanced
computed tomography (CT) scan of the upper abdomen showed
a3.7 x 3.6-cm retroperitoneal cystic lesion beside the inferior vena
cava (Fig. 1A). The cystic wall and septa had enhancement after
contrast injection. In view of her findings on CT and symptoms, she
eventually underwent retroperitoneal cystic lesion resection. Intra-
operatively, a solitary cyst with capsular fibrosis was found in the
retroperitoneum, adjacent to the inferior vena cava. When opening
the cyst lesion, a dense, chocolate-like fluid leaked out.

Fig. 1. The imaging and pathological characteristics of retroperitoneal endometri-
otic cyst.
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Microscopically, the cyst wall was characterized by endometrial
glandular and stromal component with associated hemorrhage
(Fig. 1B). Immunohistochemical analysis further comfirmed pos-
itive expression for estrogen receptors and progesterone receptors
(Fig. 1C, D). These findings were consistent with the diagno-
sis of endometriotic cyst. Endometriosis is usually found in the
pelvis, however, extrapelvic retroperitoneal endometriotic cyst is
extremely rare [1]. The most common symptom of retroperitoneal
endometriotic cyst is abdominal pain, but it is nonspecific. Cystic
lesion anywhere in the abdominal cavity should be suspected as
endometriotic cyst, especially in those patients with a history of
endometriosis. Surgical resection remains the principal treatment
option in patients of diagnosed or suspected endometriotic cyst.
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