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For Clinical Therapeutics, the term Disclosure Statement is preferred compared
to a Conflict of Interest (COI) Declaration. Those who read COIs may consider a
COI declaration differently than how an author perceives the situation. A com-
plete Disclosure Statement promotes transparency and allows readers to draw
their own conclusions about an apparent, perceived, or inferred COI. The goal is
to avoid arguments about the validity of findings or conclusions that some may
feel are influenced by undisclosed factors such as personal financial gain, funding
source, or acquiescence to censorship by a sponsor.

Authors must disclose all sources of potential influence, including ones that are
questionable in the perception of the author. As detailed in the Clinical Thera-
peutics Guide for Authors, sources of potential influence include, but are not
limited to, employment, consultancies, stock ownership, honoraria, paid expert
testimony, patent applications/registrations, grants or other funding, and any
financial or personal relationships that could bias the work. Beginning in January
2019, Clinical Therapeutics will require each author to complete the ICMJE Form
for Disclosure of Potential Conflicts of Interest. The corresponding author will be
responsible for collecting and submitting the completed forms from each author,

and for ensuring that a consolidated Disclosure Statement is included on the title page. The Disclosure Statement
must match the information generated in Section 6 of each author’s ICMJE form. Completed ICMJE forms and a
consolidated Disclosure Statement will be required for all submissions to Clinical Therapeutics, including review
articles and commentaries.

The obligation to provide transparency falls on the author(s). The obligation to interpret fairly what is disclosed
falls on the reader. No journal has the capacity to investigate the completeness or accuracy of Disclosure Statements.
Just as we trust the integrity of authors for the scientific content of their submissions, we must also trust that they
will not deliberately hide or withhold any sources of bias or financial benefit. If it emerges that potentially biasing
information has been omitted, it is our responsibility to report such omissions to those who read the articles we
publish.
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