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Figure 1. Chest radiograph (posterior-anterior view) showing
loops of large bowel projecting over the right hemithorax (arrow).

Figure 2. CT of the abdomen and pelvis (axial view) showing herniation of the colon into the right hemithorax (arrow).

Figure 3. CT of the abdomen and pelvis (axial view) showing
portal venous gas (arrow).
[Ann Emerg Med. 2019;74:632.]

A 43-year-old woman with no significant medical history presented to our emergency department (ED) with 1 week of
right upper quadrant abdominal pain. The patient denied any history of trauma or abdominal surgeries. She initially
presented 5 days before to another ED, received a diagnosis of pneumonia, and was treated with antibiotics, but had no
improvement. On physical examination, the patient was afebrile, was hemodynamically stable, and had mild right upper
quadrant abdominal tenderness. Chest radiography was performed (Figure 1). Computed tomography (CT) scans of the
chest, abdomen, and pelvis were subsequently performed (Figure 2).

For the diagnosis and teaching points, see page 646.
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