186 Letters to the Editor/Journal of Cardiology 73 (2019) 183-186

[4] Taniguchi T, Ohtani T, Kioka H, Tsukamoto Y, Onishi T, Nakamoto K, et al. Liver
stiffness reflecting right-sided filling pressure can predict adverse outcomes in
patients with heart failure. JACC Cardiovasc Imaging 2018. pii:S1936-878X(17)
31139-7.

[5] Taniguchi T, Sakata Y, Ohtani T, Mizote I, Takeda Y, Asano Y, et al. Usefulness of
transient elastography for noninvasive and reliable estimation of right-sided
filling pressure in heart failure. Am J Cardiol 2014;113:552-8.

Dhrubajyoti Bandyopadhyay (MBBS MD)*
Mount Sinai St Luke’s Roosevelt Hospital, New York, NY, USA

Kumar Ashish (MBBS)
Crozer-Chester Medical Center, Philadelphia, PA, USA

Kartik Dhaduk (MBBS)
Westchester Medical Center/New York Medical College, Valhalla, NY,
USA

Upasana Banerjee (MBBS)
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX, USA

Samhati Mondal (MBBS MD)
Department of Cardiothoracic Anesthesia, Johns Hopkins University
Hospital, Baltimore, MD, USA

Eyal Herzog (MD)
Echocardiography Laboratories, Mount Sinai St Luke’s Roosevelt
Hospital, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, New York, NY, USA

*Corresponding author at: Mount Sinai St Luke’s Roosevelt
Hospital, 1000 10th Avenue, 59th Street, New York 10019, USA
E-mail address: dhrubajyoti.bandyopadhyay@mountsinai.org
(D. Bandyopadhyay).

Received 12 July 2018
Available online 31 August 2018

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jjcc.2018.07.007

) |

Gheck for
Updates

Author's reply

Thank you for being interested in our paper. Heart failure is a
major public health problem worldwide and there are many
problems to be solved. Heart failure is a complex clinical syndrome
associated with multiple organs. The relation between the heart
and the kidney is well known as cardiorenal syndrome. In recent
years, the linkage between heart failure and the liver has been

drawing attention and the influence of the liver function on the
severity and prognosis of heart failure has been studied [1].
Abnormalities in liver function are a cause of reduced perfusion or
elevation of right-sided cardiac pressures and congestion leads to
increased liver stiffness. Therefore, measurement of liver stiffness
may be clinically useful in heart failure. Several methods such as
measurement of biomarkers and non-invasive imaging are
proposed to assess the liver stiffness or fibrosis and the usefulness
has been reported in patients with heart failure [2-4]. As liver
stiffness assessed by transient elastography is a hopeful tool to
better management in patients with heart failure as Bandyopad-
hyay and colleagues mention in this letter to the editor, it is also a
fact that transient elastography has some limitations [5]. I hope
that the significance of transient elastography will be further
investigated and contribute to the better management of patients
with heart failure.
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