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We read with interest the correspondence of Fayet et al. [1]
reporting the results of a qualitative study on obstacles and motiva-
tions to influenza and pneumococcal vaccination in patients with
rheumatoid arthritis. Like in our study, the authors reported low
vaccination rates in this cohort of immunocompromised patients,
particularly regarding influenza vaccine (33%). Analysis of the semi-
directed nurse-led interviews pointed out that influenza was still
considered as a benign disease by most patients. However, recent
French surveillance data showed that during the 2017-2018 epi-
demics, the rate of hospitalization was particularly high, far above
those of previous 2016-2017 and 2014-2015 influenza seasons
[file:///C:/Users/3101424/Downloads/Bulletin_grippe_S16_bilan_
preliminaire.pdf]. Models estimated excess mortality attributable
to influenza at 13,000 deaths of all ages. Again, severe cases were
mainly reported (80%) in patients with documented risk-factors.
These recent epidemiological data stress out the significant burden
of influenza in at-risk populations, and are of major importance to
promote vaccination in these patients.
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