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Statement of level of expertise in scientific reports of hand surgery

Déclaration du niveau d’expertise dans les travaux scientifiques en chirurgie de la main
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The surgical outcomes of hand surgery are heavily dependent
upon the level of expertise of surgeons who perform the procedures.
If the level of expertise of surgeons who perform the procedures in
hand surgery is not clearly stated in the research papers, the readers
will wonder about this critical point. Unfortunately, this critical
point has been largely neglected in the past. I am happy to note that
Hand Surgery & Rehabilitation is moving toward declaring this
critical point, as exemplified by recent reports [1–4].

I applaud colleagues in Hand Surgery & Rehabilitation and
authors regarding this important change and urge others who
author hand surgery manuscripts to declare this point.

Making such a declaration is really easy, as I have explained
[5,6] and as you can see in reports in this journal [1–4] and in the
Journal of Hand Surgery (European) [7–10]. This important infor-
mation is critical to the report of randomized trials [6], failures or
complication rates [8], new procedures [9], and technically
challenging procedures [10]. I hope this commentary will draw
hand surgeons’ further attention to its use. I believe it is just a
matter of time that all surgical (or medical) communities will
attend to this critical issue in scientific reporting. I applaud the
authors in Hand Surgery & Rehabilitation who are among the first to
take this issue in scientific reports seriously and who clearly
declared the level of expertise in their reports.
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