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2019;76:284-303

We read with great interest the article by Kasivisvanathan
and colleagues [1]. In their systematic review and meta-
analysis, the authors highlight the need to use magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI)-targeted biopsies in men with a
clinical suspicion of prostate cancer (PCa) [1]. This is a very
straightforward message that has been increasingly re-
ceived and adopted by physicians engaged in the manage-
ment of these patients [2,3]. This being said, when a patient
with clinically significant PCa is considered a candidate for
surgical approaches such as radical prostatectomy, knowl-
edge of the precise anatomic position of the disease
throughout the prostate gland is of crucial importance for
planning a procedure that must extirpate the cancer
completely but at the same time preserve the anatomic
structures responsible for urinary continence and erectile
function. In this context, systematic biopsies when com-
bined with MRI-targeted biopsies increase the detection of
clinically significant PCa and are of significant importance
for the surgeon in planning the surgical approach [4,5].
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