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We were interested by the comments from Dr. Liu and his
team and wish to acknowledge some important issues.

Our publication was written as a position statement to
highlight the importance of lifelong care for patients with
complex urogenital anomalies [1]. Liu et al highlighted the
role of plastic reconstructive surgeons in some types of
urogenital reconstruction. They point out the importance of
sexual function to patients affected by congenital anomalies
[2–4]. They focused on one technique for phalloplasty; there
are data that certainly support the use of phalloplasty with
good outcomes for congenital anomalies, but the authors of
this letter or this large review cannot provide a validated
assessment of sexual function [5]. A small series suggests
that orgasmic function is good, but comparison with other
groups shows less good sensation and fear of seeking sexual
contact [6]. We fully recognize the importance of sexual
function to many of our patients, but also wish to
acknowledge that there are many wider aspects of their
lives that are very important. This should certainly form
part of the conversation between patients and the health
care team in the transition from pediatric to adult care.

One of the major themes of our paper was the
importance of multidisciplinary care and thus the ability
to tailor care to the needs of an individual patient with the
support of a team that would include other health care
professionals such as psychologists.

We fully agreewith the further themes; there are a range
of acquired conditions that need long-term follow-up, but
this was outside the focus of our paper. We also agree that
validated measures for assessment of outcomes are impor-
tant. A number of the authors are contributing to research
and working within European [11_TD$DIFF][9_TD$DIFF]Reference Networks to
support the development of such assessments.
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