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Aims and Scope.

BRAIN STIMULATION aims to be the premiere journal for pub-
lication of original research in the field of neuromodulation.
The purview extends across the entire field of brain stimula-
tion, including noninvasive and invasive techniques, and tech-
nologies that alter brain function through the use of electrical,
magnetic, radiowave, or focally targeted pharmacological
stimulation. BRAIN STIMULATION encourages manuscripts
describing the effects of brain stimulation on basic processes,
such as gene expression and other aspects of molecular biology,
neurochemical regulation, functional brain activity, sensorimo-
tor function, or cognitive and affective processes at the systems
level. Likewise, BRAIN STIMULATION seeks the highest level
of research on the biophysics and biopsychophysics of stimula-
tion paradigms, as well as the use of these techniques as a
probe to outline patterns of neural connectivity. As an equal
partner with this basic emphasis, the journal encourages a
strong representation of research on the therapeutic potential
and adverse effects of the stimulation technologies. The editors
encourage clinical manuscripts not only describing clinical
trials, but also conceptual pieces, discussions of ethics as they
pertain to this field, or services research.

Original Research
(includes clinical reports, review articles)

All manuscripts must be submitted to
BRAIN STIMULATION: Basic, Translational,
and Clinical Research in Neuromodulation
via our online manuscript submission and
peer review system at http://ees.elsevier.
com/brs. We regret we cannot consider man-
uscripts submitted outside of this system.

Except where explicitly stated other-
wise, BRAIN STIMULATION conforms to
the guidelines set forth by the International
Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(ICMJE) (see Uniform Requirements for
Manuscripts  Submitted to Biomedical
Journals: Writing and Editing for Biomedical
Publication (February 2006): available at
http://www.ICMJE.org.

All manuscripts considered suitable for
the Journal are strictly refereed. Articles are
accepted with the understanding that they
are original contributions submitted solely
to BRAIN STIMULATION and are not under
consideration for publication elsewhere.
Prior presentation of abstracts at meetings
regarding the research is acceptable, but the
abstract should be noted on the title page.
Original research (including clinical reports
and review articles), techniques and meth-
ods, brief communications (including rele-
vant preliminary research reports) and let-
ters to the editor may be submitted. Please
conform to the following guidelines for each
article type (word limits include the abstract
and body text and do not include the
references):

® 4,000 word limit
e Abstract of up to 250 words (see format-
ting requirement for abstracts below)

Techniques and Methods
(feature new, improved, or noteworthy comments
about brain stimulation techniques or methods)

¢ 1,500 word limit
¢ 150 word unstructured abstract
e maximum 2 figures

Short Communication

® 1,000 word limit
¢ 150 word unstructured abstract
1 figure or table

Letter to the Editor

1,000 word limit

maximum of 10 references
maximum 1 table

Subject to editing according to
space limitations
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(continued) Information for Authors ¢ BRAIN STIMULATION

Editorials are written by invitation only. Please contact
the Editorial Office directly if you want to write an editorial.

Editorial changes necessary to improve clarity and
conformity to journal style may be made without prior
consultation with authors. Any editorial changes, however,
will be subject to author’s review prior to publication.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES:

All new manuscripts must be submitted through the
BRAIN STIMULATION online manuscript submission and
peer review system (http://ees.elsevier.com/brs ). Complete
instructions about the electronic submission process are
available at the website. If authors experience any diffi-
culty during the submission process or require any assist-
ance, please contact support@elsevier.com.

Manuscripts must be double-spaced with wide mar-
gins. Pages should be numbered consecutively with an
abbreviated title in the upper right-hand corner of each
page.

Please include a title page with the full names of
authors, academic or professional affiliations, and com-
plete address, phone number, and e-mail address of the
corresponding author. Up to five key words and a running
title of no more than 45 characters should be indicated on
the title page.

A Word About Authorship. All persons designated as
authors should qualify for authorship. Each author should
have participated sufficiently in the work to take public
responsibility for the content. The corresponding author
affirms that he or she had access to all data from the study,
both what is reported and what is unreported, and also that
he or she had complete freedom to direct its analysis and
its reporting, without influence from the sponsors. The cor-
responding author also affirms that there was no editorial
direction or censorship from the sponsors. Preparation of
drafts of manuscripts by employees of the sponsor who are
not listed as authors is expressly prohibited.

Authorship credit should be based on substantial con-
tributions to: 1) conception and design or analysis and
interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article or revising it
critically for important intellectual content; and 3) final
approval of the version to be published. Conditions 1, 2,
and 3 must all be met. Participation solely in the acquisi-
tion of funding or the collection of data does not justify
authorship. General supervision of the research group is
also not sufficient. Any part of an article critical to its main
conclusions must be the responsibility of at least one author.

Only those with key responsibility for the material in
the article should be listed as authors; others contributing
to the work should be recognized in the acknowledgment
section. (Because readers may infer endorsement of the
data and conclusions, all persons acknowledged must give
written permission for their contribution to be noted in
print. It is the corresponding author’s responsibility to
obtain written permission.) Editors may require authors to
justify the assignment of authorship.

The order of the documents submitted should be as
follows:
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1. Cover letter (a separate file; include a conflict-of-
interest/financial disclosure statement regarding all
authors (see below)).

2. Manuscript (including title page, abstract, main text,
acknowledgements, conflicts of interest, table and
figure legends and references all as one document)

3. Tables and/or figures

4. Ancillary information not intended for full publica-
tion, but available for reviewers and highly inter-
ested readers. This information may be posted on
the BRAIN STIMULATION website. Examples
include additional lengthy tables, in-depth photo-
graphs of scientific methods, or short videos of
scientific techniques or behavioral effects of
stimulation.

Authors are required to submit the cover letter, manu-
script, and any tables and artwork in electronic form. Files
should be labeled with logically descriptive file names
(e.g., “Manuscript.doc,” “Figl.doc”). Tables and graphics
should be uploaded as separate files. Please note that
original source files, not PDF files, are required. Complete
instructions for electronic artwork submission can be
found on the journal’s welcome page on http://ees.elsevier.
com/brs. Authors with multiple figure files should con-
sider compressing them in a single .zip file for uploading.

Authors may send queries concerning the submission
process, manuscript status, or journal procedures to the
editorial office via an e-mail link on the author’s main page
in the submission system or by e-mailing the editorial
office via regular e-mail (georgem@musc.edu). All corre-
spondence, including the editor’s decision and request for
revisions, will be made via e-mail.

Manuscripts for original articles and brief reports
should be structured with sections entitled and ordered as
follows: Title Page, Abstract, Introduction, Methods and
Materials, Results, Discussion, Acknowledgments,
Financial Disclosures, References, Footnotes, Table/Figure
Legends, and Appendices. Begin sections for reference
lists, footnotes, and legends on separate pages. Acronyms
must be spelled out on first use in text, and where used in
tables or figures, in each of their legends.

FORMAT FOR ABSTRACTS:
Abstracts should be written in the form of:

Background: This is a concise statement of why this
research was done, placing it in the context of current
knowledge or controversies.

Objective/Hypothesis: This is a clear statement of the pre-
cise objective or question addressed in the paper. If a
hypothesis was tested, it should be stated.

Methods: The basic design of the study and its duration
should be described. The methods used should be stated
and the statistical data/methods provided.

Results: The main results of the study should be given in
narrative form. Any measurements or other information
that may require explanation should be defined. Any
important information not included in the presentation of
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BRAIN STIMULATION e Information for Authors (continued)

results should be declared. Levels of statistical significance
should be indicated, as well as any other factors crucial to
the outcome of the study.

Conclusion(s): of the study that are directly supported by
the evidence reported should be given along with the
clinical application, and speculation about the potential
impact on current thinking.

The main body of the manuscript is next in the docu-
ment, generally following the format of Introduction/back-
ground, Hypothesis, Methods, Results, and Discussion.

Acknowledgments: All acknowledgments should follow
the Discussion section and precede the Reference section.
This section should include acknowledgments for personal
and technical assistance, in addition to detailed informa-
tion regarding all sources of grant and other material or
financial support. If a research group is listed as an author,
then the individual members of the research team should
also be named here.

Financial Disclosures: This section must include the
required conflict of interest statements for each author (see
Conlflicts of Interest section, below).

References: References should be listed numerically, cor-
responding to their order of appearance in the text. BRAIN
STIMULATION uses the Vancouver reference style. Citation
in the text is by Arabic numeral in parentheses, (1). Use et
al. only for six or more authors: et al. follows the names of
the first six authors. References should be styled as fol-
lows:

Reference Samples:

Journal:

1. Nahas Z, Teneback C, Chae JH, Mu Q, Molnar C,
Kozel FA, et al. Serial Vagus Nerve Stimulation
Functional MRI (VNS/fMRI) in Treatment Resistant
Depression. Neuropsychopharmacology 2007;32:
1-12. Periodical abbreviations should follow those
used in Index Medicus.

Book:

2. George MS, Belmaker RH. TMS in Clinical Psychiatry.
Washington, DC: American Psychiatric Press, 2006.

Edited book:

George MS, Nahas Z, Bohning DE, Kozel FA,
Anderson B, Mu C, et al. Vagus Nerve Stimulation
and Deep BRAIN STIMULATION. In: Stein DJ,
Kupfer DJ, Schatzberg AF, editors. Textbook of Mood
Disorders. Washington, DC: APPIL; 2005. p. 337-349.

Footnotes. Footnotes to text should be numbered consecu-
tively with superior Arabic numerals. Footnotes to tables
should be indicated by superior lowercase letters.

Figures and Tables. Figures and Tables should be num-
bered in the order of their mention with Arabic numerals

(i.e., 1, 2, 3) and should have brief descriptions. Avoid 1a,
1b, 1c¢ numbering; numerical sequence and separate cap-
tions are preferred. Figures and/or Tables that are to appear
together should be cited together in the manuscript text.

Supplementary Material. Supplementary material, rele-
vant to the work but not critical to support the findings, is
made available via links in the online article but not pub-
lished in print. Examples include additional lengthy
tables, in-depth photographs of scientific methods, or short
videos of scientific techniques or behavioral effects of
stimulation. All such material will be posted exactly as
received, and should be submitted as intended for viewing.
See http://ees.elsevier.com/brs for submission details.

PDF Proofing. The corresponding author will receive proofs
via an e-mail link in PDF format, which should be corrected
and returned within 48 hours of receipt. Authors should
carefully check all proofs, as it is their responsibility to see
that all errors are corrected and queries from editors answered.
Any paid color art will be included in the PDF proof.

Reprints. Reprints may be ordered prior to publication. A
reprint order form is mailed separately to the correspond-
ing author.

Copyright. Upon acceptance of an article by the journal,
the author will be sent a copyright transferal form along
with acknowledgment of acceptance of manuscript. The
author is asked to transfer copyright of the article to the
publisher. This transfer will ensure the widest possible dis-
semination of information under U.S. Copyright Law.

Review Process. The editors select the reviewers, although
suggestions of potential reviewers is encouraged and in fact
required. As a general rule, three independent reviewers
evaluate each manuscript. On occasion, the editor will
request an additional review for statistical adequacy. The
comments of the reviewers are generally communicated to
the authors within 1-2 months of submission. Authors
should contact the editorial office if the delay has been
longer.

BRAIN STIMULATION excludes reviewers who work at
the same institution as any author, or those who have any
other obvious conflict of interest. The identity of individu-
al reviewers remains confidential to all parties except the
editorial office.

Authors should be aware that manuscripts might be
returned without outside review when the editors deem
that the paper is of insufficient general interest for the read-
ership of BRAIN STIMULATION, or that the scientific pri-
ority is such that it is unlikely to receive favorable reviews.
Editorial rejection is done to speed up the editorial process
and to allow the authors more time to promptly submit
manuscripts elsewhere. All other submissions (with the
general exception of Editorials and Correspondence) will
be subject to peer review.

If revisions are a condition of publication, only two
revised versions of the paper will be considered.
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(continued) Information for Authors ¢ BRAIN STIMULATION

Disclosure of Financial Interests and Potential Conflicts
Of Interest. BRAIN STIMULATION requires all authors to
provide full disclosure of any and all relevant financial
interests. Further, we require all authors of all types of arti-
cles (including letters) to specify the nature of potential
conflicts of interest, financial or otherwise. This disclosure
includes direct or indirect financial or personal relation-
ships, interests, and affiliations relevant to the subject mat-
ter of the manuscript that have occurred over the last two
years, or that are expected in the foreseeable future. This
disclosure includes, but is not limited to, grants or funding,
employment, affiliations, patents (in preparation, filed, or
granted), inventions, honoraria, consultancies, royalties,
stock options/ownership, or expert testimony. This policy
of full disclosure is similar to the policies of the International
Committee of Medical Journal Editors, the Journal of the
American Medical Association, and other such organiza-
tions. The conflict of interest statements should be includ-
ed in the Financial Disclosures section of the manuscript at
the time of submission for all article types. If an author has
no conflicts of interest to declare, this must be explicitly
stated. Authors should contact the Editorial Office with
questions or concerns, but should err on the side of inclu-
sion when in doubt. The following is a sample text:

‘Dr. Einstein reports having received lecture fees from
EMC Laboratories, and research funding from Quantum
Enterprises. Dr. Curie disclosed consulting fees from RA
Inc. Dr. Newton reported his patent on “Newtonian phys-

ics.” Dr. Archimedes reported no biomedical financial
interests or potential conflicts of interest.’

The submitting author will be required to indicate that
this information has been fully included in the manuscript
at the time of submission. In addition, all authors are
required to acknowledge that the conflict of interest disclo-
sures are complete for both themselves and their co-
authors, to the best of their knowledge. Manuscripts that
fail to include the complete statements of all authors upon
submission will be returned to the corresponding author
and will delay the processing and evaluation of the
manuscript.
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Conflict-of-Interest  Policies  Specific for BRAIN
STIMULATION. This is a field where collaboration with
industry is often part-and-parcel of research. Research in
device-based technologies often cannot proceed without
the involvement of device manufacturers, or the individu-
als responsible for device invention, design, fabrication,
etc. The journal is thus developing a set of written conflict-
of-interest policies for primary or senior authors (first and
last positions), co-authors, reviewers, and editors. The gen-
eral rules follow the principles that: 1) all financial
involvements pertaining to the research should be dis-
closed by authors (see above); 2) reviewers should also
disclose any financial or other conflict-of-interest, and rec-
use themselves when such conflicts are of sufficient mag-
nitude as to lend the appearance of potential bias in
review; and 3) a similar policy applies to editors.

Ethical Considerations. Authors of reports on human stud-
ies, especially those involving placebo, symptom provoca-
tion, drug discontinuation, or patients with disorders that
may impair decision-making capability, should consider the
ethical issues related to the work presented and include (in
the Methods and Materials section of their manuscript)
detailed information on the informed consent process,
including the method or methods used to assess the sub-
ject’s capacity to give informed consent, and safeguards
included in the study design for protection of human sub-
jects. Specifically, authors should consider all ethical issues
relevant to their research, and briefly address each of these
in their reports. When relevant patient follow-up data are
available, this should also be reported. Specifically, investi-
gators reporting on research involving human subjects or
animals must have prior approval from an institutional
review board. This approval should be mentioned in the
methods section of the manuscript. In countries were insti-
tutional review boards are not available, the authors must
include a statement that research was conducted in accord-
ance with the Helsinki Declaration as revised 1989. All stud-
ies involving animals must state that the authors followed
the guidelines for the use and care of laboratory animals of
the author’s institution or the National Research Council or
any national law pertaining to animal research care.



