
Elise H. Lawson, MD, MSHS, is Assistant Professor of Surgery at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. She received her undergraduate degree from Harvey Mudd College and her medical
degree from Stanford University. She completed general surgery residency at UCLA and
colorectal surgery fellowship at the Lahey Hospital and Medical Center. Her research focuses
on decreasing variation in the delivery of colorectal cancer care and addressing disparities
in access and outcomes.

Joe Melvin, MD, is a Fellow in Colorectal Surgery at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He
received his undergraduate degree from Boston College and his MD from Rush Medical Col-
lege. He then completed his general surgery training at the University of Missouri-Columbia.
Dr. Melvin’s future plans include joining the colorectal surgery group at St. Mark’s Hospital
of Salt Lake City focusing on training and educating colorectal fellows.

Cristina B. Geltzeiler, MD, is Assistant Professor at the University of Wisconsin and William
S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital. She obtained her undergraduate degree from
the University of Georgia and her MD from the Medical University of South Carolina. She
completed general surgery training at Oregon Health and Science University and a colorectal
fellowship at Washington University in St. Louis. She conducts health services research
focused on improving care for patients with colorectal diseases.

Charles Heise, MD, is Professor in the Department of Surgery, Section of Colorectal Surgery
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He completed both his undergraduate and medical
school degrees at the University of Minnesota. He completed his general surgery residency
at the University of Wisconsin and colorectal fellowship at the University of Minnesota.
He is currently the colorectal surgery fellowship program director and director of surgical
operations at the University of Wisconsin.

Eugene F. Foley, MD, is Professor of Surgery and Chief of the Division of Colon and Rectal
Surgery at the University of Wisconsin. He completed his general surgery residency at the
New England Deaconess Hospital in Boston, and his colon and rectal surgery fellowship at
the Lahey Clinic. He currently serves as the Vice Chair of Education for the University of
Wisconsin Department of Surgery and Co-Medical Director of the University of Wisconsin
Digestive Health Center.

Ray King, MD, PhD, is Assistant Professor in the Department of Surgery, Section of Colorec-
tal Surgery at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He received his undergraduate degree at
Rutgers University. He completed his graduate training at Boston University followed by post-
doctoral fellowship at Harvard Medical School. He received his medical degree from Ross
University and completed general surgery residency at the Medical College of Georgia. He
then completed a colorectal fellowship at the University of Minnesota.

Bruce A. Harms, MD, MBA, is Professor of Surgery at the University of Wisconsin- Madison.
Dr. Harms received his undergraduate and medical school education at the University of
Nebraska and Nebraska Medical Center. He completed general surgery residency training
at the University of Wisconsin followed by a registrar position in surgery at Gloucester Royal
Hospital–England. His clinical research focuses on ileal pouch reconstructive surgery for
ulcerative colitis.
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Evie Carchman, MD, is Assistant Professor in the Department of Surgery, Section of Col-
orectal Surgery at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. She completed her undergraduate
training at Virginia Polytechnic Institute followed by medical school and general surgery resi-
dency at the Virginia Commonwealth Institute and University of Pittsburgh, respectively. She
then completed a colorectal fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation. Dr. Carchman
heads a translational basic science program that focuses on anal cancer prevention and
treatment.
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