
Marilyn Katz, MD, is Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Department of Medicine 

at U Conn Health. Dr. Katz was a Benjamin Franklin Scholar at the University of 
Pennsylvania before entering medical school and completing her internal mCon- 
stanedicine residency at the University of Connecticut. Her current clinical and re- 
search interests are in preoperative risk assessment. 

Nicole Silverstein, MD, is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Director of Consulta- 
tive Medicine Services in the Department of Medicine at U Conn Health. A winner 
of multiple faculty teaching awards, Dr. SilversteinâŁ™s research interests include 

telemedicine and perioperative assessment. 

Patrick Coll, MD, is Professor of Medicine and Family Medicine at U Conn Health 

as well as Director of Geriatric Services. After training in Dublin as an emergency 
medicine physician, he moved to Connecticut to complete his family medicine resi- 
dency and geriatric fellowship at U Conn Health. His clinical and research interests 
are in memory loss and cognitive function in the elderly. 

Gail Sullivan, MD, MPH, is Associate Professor of Medicine and Geriatrics Fellow- 
ship Director at U Conn Health. Dr. Sullivan is also the Associate Director for the 

U Conn Health Center on Aging. Her research interest includes generalist education 

of geriatric care and policy. 

Eric M. Mortensen, MD, MSc., is Professor of Medicine and Chief of General Internal 
Medicine at U Conn Health. His primary research focus is on identifying novel ways 
to improve the outcomes of serious infections such as pneumonia and acute ex- 
acerbations of COPD, and he has successfully conducted large database analyses, 
prospective cohort studies, and interventional trials. 

Adam Sachs, MD, is Assistant Professor in the Department of Anesthesiology at 
U Conn Health. Dr. Sachs received his medical degree from George Washington 

School of Medicine and completed his anesthesiology residency at New York Uni- 
versity. His clinical and research interests are in obstetrical anesthesiology. 

Jeffrey B. Gross, MD, is Professor and Chairman of the Department of Anesthe- 
siology at U Conn Health. Dr. Gross also serves as the Anesthesiology Residency 
Program Director. Dr. Gross has spent his career at U Conn Health and won many 
teaching awards. His research interests include biomechanics and graduate medical 
education. 

Eric Girard, MD, is Assistant Professor of Surgery in the Department of Surgery at 
UConn Health. Dr. Girard completed his general surgery residency at U Conn Health 

and his colorectal fellowship at the University of Louisville. Dr. Girärds clinical and 

research interests are in robotic surgery and care pathways. 

Joy Liang, MD, is Assistant Professor of Surgery in Department of Surgery at UConn 

Health. She was recruited to the faculty of U Conn Health immediately after com- 
pleting her residency there. Her clinical interests are in minimally invasive foregut 
surgery. She also serves as the 4th year student elective director. 

Benjamin T. Ristau, MD, MHA, is Assistant Professor of Urology in Depart- 
ment of Surgery at UConn Health. After medical school at U Conn Health, 
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Dr. Ristau completed his urology residency at the University of Pittsburgh and uro- 
logic oncology fellowship at the Fox Chase Cancer Center. His research and clinical 
interests are in minimally invasive urologic oncology and quality of care. 

Christina Stevenson, MD, is Assistant Professor of Surgery in the Department of 
Surgery at UConn Health and serves as the surgical clerkship director. Dr. Stevenson 

also serves as the Director of Breast Care at the Neag Cancer Center. Her clinical 
and research interests are in breast cancer and melanoma. 

Phillip P. Smith, MD, is Associate Professor of Urology in the Department of Surgery 
at UConn Health. Dr. Smith has an active practice in uro-g ynecolog y and is a funded 

investigator in bladder senescence. 

Brian D. Shames, MD, is Associate Professor of Surgery in the Department of Surgery 
at U Conn Health and serves as the general surgical residency program director. 
Dr. Shames trained at the University of Colorado and completed his transplant fel- 
lowship at the University of Wisconsin. His research interests are in graduate surgi- 
cal education. 

Ryan Millea, MD, is Assistant Professor of Surgery in the Department of Surgery 
at UConn Health. Dr. Millea has completed both burn and critical care fellowships 
and is the Surgical Director and Director of Trauma at UConn Health. His clinical 
interests include robotic surgery and his research interests are in trauma quality. 

Irfan Ali, MD, is a general surgical categorical resident at UConn Health. 

Constantine M. Poulos, MD, is a resident in general surgery at UConn Health. 

Akila B. Ramaraj, MD, is a resident in general surgery at UConn Health. 

Azuka Onye Otukoya, DO, is a senior resident in the Department of Anesthesiology 
at U Conn Health. 

James Nolan, BS, is an undergraduate at the University of Connecticut who is pur- 
suing a career in the medical profession. 

Zulara Wahla, MBBS, is a senior resident in Surgery at U Conn Health. 

Cara Hardy is a graduate student in the Department of neuroscience, U Conn 

Health. 

Iman Al-Naggar, PhD, is a postdoctoral fellow at U Conn Health, in the Department 
of Surgery. She earned her PhD in Biochemistry at the University of Florida. 

Lindsay A. Bliss, MD, was a Chief Resident in Surgery in the Department of Surgery 
at U Conn Health and is now a hepatobiliary surgery fellow at the Medical College 

of Wisconsin. Her research interests are in health services research. 

David W. McFadden, MD, is the Murray-Heilig Professor and Chairman of Surgery 
in the Department of Surgery at U Conn Health. Dr. McFadden has a long career in 

hepatobiliar y surger y and academic leader ship. His cur rent research interests are 

in health care policy. 
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