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Type 1lIB Endoleak 19 Years After Thoracic Endovascular Aneurysm Repair

Daniel G. Sala *, Valentin F. Valenzuela
Vall d’Hebron University Hospital, Barcelona, Spain

A 66 year old patient presented 19 years following a 26-26-125 TAG (W.L. Gore and Assoc,
Flagstaff, AZ, USA) endograft owing to blunt thoracic trauma in 1999. During follow up, no
problems were encountered until year 19, when a type IIIB endoleak appeared, caused by a
fabric tear secondary to fracture of the longitudinal bar. Another 26-26-100 C-TAG device
(W.L. Gore) was deployed inside the previous one, solving the endoleak. This case shows the
importance of lifelong imaging and strict surveillance of patients with aortic trauma treated
by thoracic endovascular aneurysm repair.

EDITOR’S COMMENT:

The journal is informed that the circumstances of the endoleak due to stent fracture had been reported to the manufacturer.
Gore Medical responded mentioning that the TAG device underwent significant changes between 2001—2004 (keeping in
mind the original deployment was circa 1999), including removal of the longitudinal bars that the authors feel were probably
under additional mechanical stress when deployed along the typical thoracic aortic curves, and also the type of PTFE used.
This is no doubt reflected in the modern versions including the new Conformable TAG thoracic endoprosthesis.
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