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The head of the androgynous sitter tips back slightly to expose the vulnerable surface of the
neck. The light reflects the uneven surfaces of the protruding chin, parted lips, closed eyes,
and furrowed brows, which all work in concert to highlight the frailty and pain of the sculpted
head. The viewer can almost feel the hot breath escape from the open mouth, as if on the
verge of releasing a cry for help. In this bronze sculpture, the 19th-century French artist
Auguste Rodin (1840–1917) captures the torment of the human soul through this detached
fragment of the human head.
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