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In this unfinished sketch for a much larger work, the 18th-century British painter George
Romney (1734–1802) vividly captures distinct emotions through exaggerated facial features.
Romney is testing out various ways of depicting the personas of Anger, Envy, and Fear in
preparation for the final painting, Infant Shakespeare Attended by Nature and the Passions
(1791–1792). The finished painting positions the baby poet coddled by the figure of Nature
and surrounded by the range of contradictory emotions he later masters in his plays
including Love, Sorrow, Anger, and Envy.
Anger,Envy, andFear, undated,graphiteonmedium,slightly textured, cream laidpaper;Yale

Center for British Art, Yale Art Gallery Collection, Gift of Mr. and Mrs. J. Richardson Dilworth,
B.A. 1938. The Journal extends its sincere thanks to Dr. Jennifer Reynolds-Kaye, Curator of
Education and Academic Outreach at the Yale Center for British Art.
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