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Reply letter to: Spatial resolution of CT (predictive factors of )

Check for

pathological lateral pelvic lymph node metastasis in patients without | %
clinical lateral pelvic lymph node metastasis [clinical stage II/Ill]: The
analysis of data from the clinical trial [JCOG0212])

We thank Prof. Masamitsu Hatakenaka for providing comments
and expressing an interest in this issue [1]. Your comments are
quite appropriate. However, at the start of JCOG0212 study, it was
impossible to use 1-mm slice thickness on preoperative CT
routinely in this large multicenter study [2]. Thus, 5-mm slice thick-
ness on preoperative CT was used for confirming lymph nodes with
a short-axis diameter of less than10 mm, which was one of the pre-
operative inclusion criteria of JCOG0212 study. The study of predic-
tive factors of pathological lateral pelvic lymph node metastasis
was a supplementary study analyzing data of preoperative CT
with 5 mm thick sections.

The Colorectal Cancer Study Group of Japan Clinical Oncology
Group is now investigating preoperative imaging diagnosis for
lateral pelvic lymph node metastasis in rectal cancer on CT and
MRI in the JCOG1410-A, JUPITER study (UMINO00016909). This
study is a prospective observational study and CT data of 1 mm/
1.25 mm-thickness and 5 mm-thickness slices, and MRI data of 3
mm-thickness slices are required. We hope that preoperative imag-
ing diagnosis for lateral pelvic lymph node metastasis of rectal can-
cer will become more accurate according to the results.
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