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A B S T R A C T

It is widely recognised that type 2 diabetes (T2D) represents a major disease burden but it is only recently that its
role in neurodegeneration has attracted more attention. This research has shown that T2D is associated with
impaired cerebral health, cognitive decline and dementia. However, the impact on the brain of progressive
metabolic changes associated with the pre-clinical development of the disease is less clear. The aim of this review
is to comprehensively summarise how the emergence of risk factors and co-morbid conditions linked to the
development of T2D impact cerebral health. Particular attention is directed at characterising how normal but
elevated blood glucose levels in individuals without T2D contribute to neurodegenerative processes, and how the
main risk factors for T2D including obesity, physical activity and diet modulate these effects. Where available,
evidence from the animal and human literature is contrasted, and sex differences in risk and outcomes are
highlighted.

1. Introduction

It is now widely accepted that type 2 diabetes (T2D) is associated
with impaired cerebral health and cognitive decline. A large number of
studies have shown that individuals suffering from T2D have higher
levels of cerebro-vascular disease, smaller total and regional brain vo-
lumes, decreased cerebral connectivity, increased beta amyloid de-
position and tau phosphoralisation, accelerated rates of cognitive de-
cline, and are at greater risk of developing dementia (Adams, 2013).
What is less clear is when, before the onset of T2D, these pathological
processes start developing, to what extent they are linked to variation in
blood glucose within the normal range in those without T2D or its pre-
clinical stage, and what are the main determinants of variability in
blood glucose levels in generally healthy individuals. The purpose of
this review is thus to examine factors associated with normal blood
glucose variability in individuals without T2D, and to contrast them
with those demonstrated in individuals with T2D, to discuss the bio-
logical mechanisms implicated in these effects and how they may lead
to neurodegeneration and impaired cognition, and to identify gaps in
our understanding to guide future research.

In the following sections evidence from animal and human research
will be carefully presented. Research demonstrating the involvement of

major factors in the modulation of blood glucose levels will be critically
reviewed with a particular focus on modifiable lifestyle and environ-
mental factors. Findings reporting associations or causal links between
blood glucose variability, cerebral health, and cognitive function will
be scrutinised. And importantly, particular care will be taken in dis-
cussing plausible biological mechanisms linking risk factors (e.g. obe-
sity, diet, exercise) and impaired brain and cognitive function.

While this review will focus more prominently on findings across
the whole available literature, samples studied vary greatly in their
cultural, socio-demographic, health and lifestyle characteristics,
making generalisation difficult. Consequently, in this review we will
also make regular reference to findings established in a single well-
characterised normative population cohort, the PATH Through Life
Study (PATH) (Anstey et al., 2012), on which we collaborate (see frame
for study description). This will allow us to summarise the effects that
can be detected concurrently in a homogenous group of individuals
living in the community in a specified cultural context (see also Fig. 1 at
the end of this review which contrasts findings from the broader lit-
erature from those from the PATH study).

The PATH study
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The Personality & Total Health (PATH) Through Life project (Anstey et al., 2012) is a
large population-based longitudinal cohort study investigating ageing, health,
cognition and other individual characteristics across the lifespan. Aged 20–24,
40–44 and 60–64 years at baseline (1999–2001), 7484 participants were selected
at random from the electoral rolls of the three federal electorates that make up
the Australian Capital Territory and the neighboring town, Queanbeyan. Follow-
up occurred at four year intervals over twelve years. Four waves are complete to
date. Follow-up participation rates have been high; 90% of the full 7484 at ba-
seline at wave 2, 81% at wave 3, and 63% at wave 4. At baseline, 51% of par-
ticipants were female. Though this varies somewhat depending on individual
studies selection criteria, PATH publications have a well-balanced sex ratio.

All participants provided information on a broad range of fixed and time-varying
individual characteristics in interviews. Several sub-studies with more specific
data collection were also carried out, notably the Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI) sub-study, and the Health and Memory sub-study, which focused on ind-
ividuals from the oldest cohort who performed particularly poorly on selected
cognitive tests. Both of these studies involved repeated MRI and venous blood
measures in the 40 s and 60 s cohorts.

Finally, although this review is not intended to systematically describe
all aspects of the clinical development and presentation of T2D we will
first briefly summarise the main mechanisms implicated in glucose
homeostasis and the typical characteristics of the disease to provide a
broader context to the present review.

2. Type 2 diabetes (T2D)

Diabetes mellitus or type 2 diabetes is a metabolic disease which
affects an estimated 400 million people worldwide (Ogurtsova et al.,
2015). Historically, it has mainly developed in adults, particularly from
midlife onwards but recently it has become more common in adoles-
cents and children (Pinhas-Hamiel and Zeitler, 2005). By 2030 it is
predicted that more than 10% of all adults will suffer from T2D
(Ogurtsova et al., 2015).

2.1. Genetic and environmental risk factors

The single most predictive factor of T2D is being overweight or
obese (Chen et al., 2011), particularly in early adulthood (before
40 years). Other major T2D modifiable risk factors include physical
inactivity, diet, smoking, hypertension, and inflammation. Age, sex,
family history and ethnic background are the main non-modifiable risk
factors. T2D incidence tends to occur earlier in life in men, and lifetime
prevalence is slightly higher in women (Kautzky-Willer et al., 2016),
possibly due to greater longevity in women (Gale and Gillespie, 2001).
The lifetime risk of developing T2D in an individual with both parents
suffering from T2D is 70%, and 40% if only one parent is affected
(Prasad and Groop, 2015). Twin studies have shown that over long
follow-ups the heritability of T2D is high, but this substantially varies.
Concordance in mono-zygotic twins ranges between 30% to over 80%
(van Tilburg et al., 2001), and in di-zygotic twins around 40%. This
suggests a substantial environmental component. Once diagnosed, the
impacts of T2D can be successfully managed through lifestyle, phar-
macological, and dietary interventions targeted at managing healthier
glucose levels, but currently the condition cannot be cured due to the
largely irreversible physiological changes underlying the chronic in-
crease of blood glucose levels.

2.2. Peripheral and central glucose homeostasis mechanisms

In healthy individuals heightened blood glucose levels after a meal
lead to insulin secretion by pancreatic β-cells into the blood stream. In
turn, the secreted insulin binds to insulin receptors in sensitive tissues
and leads to intra-cellular glucose uptake. Tissues most sensitive to
insulin binding include the liver, pancreas, fat, and muscle with sub-
stantial binding occurring also in parts of the brain and the gastro-
intestinal tract (Watanabe et al., 1998). In contrast, decreased blood
glucose levels lead to secretion of glucagon by pancreatic α-cells, which
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Fig. 1. Overview of current evidence linking blood glucose and type 2 diabetes to brain and cognitive outcomes.
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stimulates the release of newly synthesised glucose into the blood
stream. Blood glucose homeostasis is also controlled centrally, pre-
dominantly by the hypothalamus, in response to leptin and insulin
signalling (Tups et al., 2017). Leptin is secreted by adipose tissue as a
proportion of body fat stores and, in normal weight individuals, sup-
presses appetite and is associated with decreased food intake and in-
creased weight loss. Beyond energy intake, leptin also regulates glucose
levels through a more acute response which involves increasing sensi-
tivity of hypothalamic neurons to insulin as well as other pathways
(Koch et al., 2010). Insulin, aside from its peripheral effects, is also
implicated in glucose homeostasis through central mechanisms. Insulin
has been shown to activate some hypothalamic neurons thus leading to
suppression of hepatic glucose production through vagal innervation.
Although, as noted above this action is dependent on sensitisation of
thalamic neurons by leptin. Finally, glucose sensing neurons have been
identified in the brain, principally in the hypothalamus, and are
thought to also contribute to systemic and central glucose homeostasis
through complex molecular pathways and regulation of the activity of
the sympathetic and para-sympathetic branches of the autonomic ner-
vous system (Tups et al., 2017).

2.3. Impaired glucose homeostasis and T2D disease progression

Pre-diabetes is characterised by a progressive decrease in sensitivity
of insulin receptors (insulin resistance, IR) and a concurrent increase in
blood glucose levels. Initially, blood glucose is maintained at normal
levels through an increase in insulin production and release. However,
increasingly stressed β-cells progressively fail to respond to glucose
sensing mechanisms which leads to lower insulin secretion and, over
time, to β-cell apoptosis. The processes involved in the development of
IR and decreased insulin production are complex and include many
metabolic pathways within β-cells and in target tissues and particularly
fat and muscle (Fröjdö et al., 2009; Cerf, 2013). However, inflammation
and oxidative stress are thought to be the main mechanisms leading to
IR, through impairment of intra-cellular pathways, and to insulin de-
ficiency through damage to β-cells structure.

While peripheral mechanisms have historically been thought to be
the main contributors to the development of T2D, recently, the con-
tribution of central processes has been acknowledged (Tups et al.,
2017). While these mechanisms are complex and not fully understood
the available evidence suggests that, somewhat similar to insulin re-
sistance, excess body fat promotes heightened leptin production in
obesity, which in turn leads to inflammation and the development of
leptin insensitivity/resistance in thalamic neurons. This in turn impairs
glucose homeostasis by reducing central insulin action and down-
regulation of hepatic glucose production, as well as through non-insulin
dependent pathways. Similar effects are also thought to impair central
sensing of glucose levels and related regulating mechanisms.

Chronically elevated blood glucose levels promote a persistent state
of low-grade systemic inflammation and a variety of intra-cellular
metabolic disturbances in different tissue types which over time lead to
the development of atherosclerosis, small vessel disease (affecting
particularly the kidneys and the brain), and peripheral neuropathies.
The progressive development of these co-morbidities and the onset of
IR starts well before the onset of T2D proper. While a clinical diagnosis
of T2D is defined as a fasting blood glucose (FBG) level ≥126mg/dl
(7 mmol/l) or a glucose level of ≥200mg/dl (11.1 mmol/l) during an
oral glucose tolerance test (OGTT), it is preceded by pre-clinical stages
of impaired glucose tolerance (IGT) and impaired fasting glucose (IFG)
(American Diabetes Association, 2004). IGT affects approximately 7%
of all adults (Ogurtsova et al., 2015) and is defined as having a FBG
level of between 140 and 199mg/dl (7.8–11mmol/l) in an OGTT. IFG
is defined as a FBG level between 100 and 125mg/dl (5.6–6.9mmol/l)
and affects 5–17% of children and adolescents with obesity, and be-
tween 20 and 35% of all adults (Liu et al., 2014; Chen and Yeh, 2013;
Karve and Hayward, 2010). There is also evidence that, as with T2D,

IFG prevalence is higher in men in midlife (41–64 years), but higher in
women in older age (65 years+) (Chen and Yeh, 2013).

2.4. Section summary

There are a substantial, increasing number of people with T2D
worldwide. While heritability and twin studies indicate a genetic
component, the likelihood of developing diabetes is closely tied to en-
vironmental and modifiable risk factors, the most predictive of which is
being overweight or obese. The development of T2D is underpinned by
irreversible physiological changes accompanying the chronic increase
of blood glucose levels: decrease in insulin sensitivity, and insulin de-
ficiency arising from β-cell apoptosis.

3. Blood glucose within the normal range

Fasting blood glucose levels are considered within the normal range
according to the American Diabetes Association if they are≤100mg/dl
(5.6 mmol/l). Although most research in this field has been directed at
pre- and clinical T2D, recently it has become clearer that variability in
FBG within the normal range is clinically significant. In the PATH
study, we were amongst the first to show that FBG in the high end of the
accepted normal range was associated with increased brain atrophy in a
structure, the hippocampus, essential to normal memory function and
highly relevant to cognitive decline and dementia (Cherbuin et al.,
2012). We have since noted chronically elevated FBG levels within the
high end of the accepted normal range are also associated with ac-
celerated cortical thinning (Shaw et al., 2017), grey matter atrophy
(Walsh et al., 2017), and decreased cognitive performance (Mortby
et al., 2013). Others have also shown associations between chronically
elevated FBG levels, accelerated brain atrophy in ageing (Enzinger
et al., 2005), and poorer memory and executive functioning (Messier
et al., 2003).

These associations are unsurprising because the thresholds for IFG
and IGT are somewhat arbitrary. The remainder of this review will
explore how some determinants of overweight/obesity and T2D lead to
an increase in FBG levels (Fig. 2), and how this increase, even within
the normal (albeit elevated) range, has a negative impact on cerebral
and cognitive health (Figs. 3–5). The effects of elevated FBG will be
contrasted to those of pre- and clinical T2D.

4. Adiposity and blood glucose

Approximately 30% of the world adult population is overweight or
obese (World Health Organisation, 2015). In developed countries the
proportion is much higher and ranges from 45% in Eastern

Fig. 2. Major risk factors, pathological mechanisms, and their impact on blood
glucose metabolism. Note. Figure depicts a schematic overview of the major
modifiable and non-modifiable risk factors and impaired glucose metabolism.
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Mediterranean countries to 50–60% in Europe and the Americas
(Yatsuya et al., 2014). Of critical importance, obesity is a strong pre-
dictor of future obesity (Simmonds et al., 2016). As in adults, almost all
child cases of T2D are attributable to the “paediatric obesity epidemic”
(Ludwig and Ebbeling, 2001). Children with obesity are at a five-fold
risk of being obese in adulthood, and 70% of adolescents with obesity
remain obese until after the age of 30 (Simmonds et al., 2016). In the
PATH study, obesity in mid- and late life typically increases with as few
as 4% of participants exhibiting stable weight or weight loss (Walsh
et al., 2018). Surprisingly, the association between body mass index
(BMI; normal: 18.5–24.9; overweight: 25–29.9; obese: 30+) and FBG
has not been extensively or systematically reported in the literature.

The available evidence suggests that it is modulated by age and sex.
There is no clear association between BMI (standardized for age and
sex) and FBG in children (Mehdad et al., 2012). In contrast, in generally
healthy young adults correlations ranging from 0.38 (24.5 years, 40%
female) (Innocent et al., 2013) to 0.40 (18–22 years, 44% female)
(Farah et al., 2015) have been reported (without adjustment) and
suggest that the relationship may be stronger in females. In midlife
adults (40 years, 53% female) a correlation of 0.25 after adjustment for
age has been reported which differs little between sexes or ethnicity
(White/African American) (Shen et al., 2006). In the PATH study, we
found that in participants spanning mid-life to old age (aged
45–78 years, 50% female) every one BMI point increase above 25
(lower bound of overweight range) there was an approximate
0.05mmol/l increase in FBG. Thus, an individual with moderate obe-
sity (BMI 35) would be predicted to have a blood glucose 0.75mmol/l
higher than an individual with normal weight which is substantial as it

represents almost 30% of the normal range (3–5.6 mmol/l). This asso-
ciation varied substantially across individuals due to the individual-
level complex interplay between glucose, BMI, and factors such as
physical activity (Walsh et al., 2018), and the longitudinal context, such
as whether the individual was in the process of stably gaining, loosing,
or maintaining BMI (Walsh et al., 2018). Overall, the available evidence
suggests that increasing adiposity is associated with FBG and that this
association appears to increase with age, particularly in women, al-
though research to date has not fully accounted for shared effects with
co-morbid conditions.

4.1. Section summary

The research to date suggests that adiposity is positively associated
with fasting glucose, and that this association becomes more pro-
nounced in later life. However, more research is required to disentangle
the association between adiposity and FBG due to the likely impact of
co-morbid conditions.

5. Diet, physical activity and adiposity

Diet and physical activity are the main determinants of adiposity.
However, in order to better understand the links between behaviours
and pathology it is not only important to identify risk factors but also to
consider the potency and time course of their effect. Therefore, this
section will summarise the magnitude and characteristics of the asso-
ciations between diet, physical activity and adiposity.

5.1. Diet and adiposity

Several aspects of diet influence body weight and increase in fat
mass, with caloric intake and diet quality being the main contributors.
While short-term variability in caloric intake appears to have relatively
little impact on body weight, an imbalance between the amount of
energy consumed and expended over longer periods (on the order of
years) leads to weight gain (Hall et al., 2011; Hill et al., 2012; Wiklund,
2016). This relationship is complex, non-linear, and modulated by
many factors including age, sex, level of physical activity to name a few,
so is best explored by focussing on an individual. As an example based
on validated NIH modelling (Hall et al., 2011), an adult male aged
30 years in an office job (sitting most of the day) who exercises mod-
erately (walking, cycling once a week) and of ideal weight (e.g.
∼66 kg) for average height (175 cm, BMI 21.5) would become over-
weight (BMI≥ 25, kg) within 3 years if he consumed only 12% excess
energy (2880 kcal/day instead of the recommended 2580 kcal/day).
For a woman using similar assumptions (average height 162 cm,
56.5 kg) the excess energy required to reach overweight (65.6 kg)

Fig. 3. Relationship between body mass, caloric intake, and physical activity
over time. Note. This conceptual schematic depicts differing trajectories of body
mass over time, contingent on differing levels and durations of caloric intake
and amount of physical activity. Note that while physical activity (dotted vs
dashed line) has some impact on body mass, caloric intake (three groupings of
lines) has a more pronounced association with body mass index.

Fig. 4. Impact of high blood glucose and type 2 diabetes on the brain Note. This conceptual diagram summarises the key impacts of high blood glucose and type 2
diabetes on the human brain.
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would also be ∼12% above recommended energy intake (2280 kcal/
day vs 2030 kcal/day). Given a can of cola or a full milk latte contain
∼150 kcal each and a typical burger with fries ∼500 kcal this scenario
is a realistic reflection of how small but sustained excess caloric intake
is likely to lead to weight gain.

Diet quality is also important. Poorer diet quality is associated with
weight gain, and becoming overweight or obese in adults and children
(Aljadani et al., 2015; Hu et al., 2016), with a stronger association in
men than women. Poor diet quality is jointly associated with both
higher BMI and insulin resistance, further emphasising the close link
between energy balance and glucose metabolism (Langsetmo et al.,
2016). However it should be noted these findings are significantly in-
fluenced by the type of instrument used to assess diet (Asghari et al.,
2017). It is also noteworthy that the effect of diet on weight gain appear
to be mediated at least in part by central mechanisms. In animal
models, high-fat diet is associated with inflammation in the hypotha-
lamus which is detectable as early as 1 day after the start of high-fat
feeding (Thaler et al., 2012) and may be a causative mechanism un-
derlying the development of obesity by promoting insulin and leptin
insensitivity (Tups et al., 2017).

5.2. Physical activity and adiposity

The relationship between physical activity and adiposity is complex
and not fully understood. Physical activity directly influences the en-
ergy balance between intake and expenditure. While it appears that
physical activity has decreased by around 100 kcal/day in the last
50 years, dietary energy intake has increased by 500 kcal/day, an
amount of energy equivalent to a typical burger and fries, between the
1970s and 2000s (Wiklund, 2016). In a population of young US adults
(21–35 years) the threshold to achieve energy balance was estimated at
7116 steps/day (Shook et al., 2015). This suggests that physical activity
may not play the most central role in the energy imbalance, and con-
comitant increased obesity prevalence observed in the population.
Nevertheless, physical activity modulates adipose tissue metabolism
beyond increased energy expenditure through potent biological me-
chanisms including oxidative stress, inflammation, cardio-vascular
health, and modulation of food appetite. Nevertheless, those who ex-
ercise more are more likely to maintain a normal weight or to gain less
weight, as demonstrated in both large population samples and twin
studies with twins who have discordant levels of physical activity (Ball
et al., 2001; Schmitz et al., 2000; Leskinen and Kujala, 2015; Leskinen
et al., 2005).

5.2.1. Section summary
Diet, physical activity and adiposity contribute together to energy

balance. Overall, the evidence indicates that sustained excess energy
intake is the primary driver of overweight and obesity, and accordingly

that diet quality and quantity has a greater impact on adiposity than
physical activity. Nonetheless, physical activity is associated with im-
mediate and prospective benefits in weight maintenance.

6. Diet, physical activity and blood glucose

Since dietary intake, and insufficient physical activity are the main
determinants of adiposity, they are also associated with blood glucose
levels before the clinical emergence of T2D. If salient, this would sup-
port the view that pathological processes leading to T2D follow a slow
gradual progression, and that between-individual variability in blood
glucose levels even within the higher end of the normal FBG range are
clinically meaningful. Therefore, this section will summarise the mag-
nitude and characteristics of the associations found between diet,
physical activity and elevated FBG at the higher end of the accepted
normal range and in T2D.

6.1. Diet and blood glucose

There is a clear association between diet and short-term blood
glucose levels. Intake of foods with higher glycaemic indexes (GI; e.g.
simple sugars, refined foods, fats) lead to higher blood sugar levels than
low GI foods in randomised controlled trials both in healthy individuals
and in people with diabetes (Kaur et al., 2015; Kaur et al., 2016;
Augustin et al., 2015). Similar findings were also reported for foods
containing less fibre, more proteins, more saturated fats, as well as
foods containing lower beneficial phytochemicals typically found in
nuts, berries, chocolate and tea/coffee (Russell et al., 2016). Im-
portantly, these effects have been demonstrated to have a long lasting
impact with diets of poorer quality and higher GI leading to poorer
glucose control and higher risk of insulin resistance and T2D over time
(Russell et al., 2016; Nansel et al., 2016). Our own research in the older
cohort of the PATH study (n=208, aged 60–65, 48% female) showed
that, although poorer quality diets are generally associated with higher
energy intake, the association between poor diet quality, elevated
glucose levels, and risk of incident T2D remains significant when total
energy intake is taken into account (Walsh et al., 2017). This is im-
portant because it supports the notion of a central effect of diet quality
whereby, as noted above, diets high in saturated fats and low in anti-
oxidant contribute to thalamic inflammation, central insulin and leptin
resistance, and lead to impaired glucose homeostasis and higher FBG
(Tups et al., 2017).

6.2. Physical activity and blood glucose

In children, objectively measured physical activity has been found
to be associated with insulin resistance at age 8 and 12 years, although
not with fasting blood glucose levels (Huus et al., 2016). The same

Fig. 5. The impact and interplay between
mechanisms underlying the detrimental
impact of high blood glucose and type 2
diabetes on the brain Note. Numbers and
colours denote associations between biolo-
gical mechanisms (listed across the bottom
of the figure) and specific impacts (depicted
by images and titles across the top of the
figure).
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pattern of low physical activity resulting in obesity and T2D is seen in
children, however the thresholds of the activity required vary sub-
stantially throughout childhood due to rapid physical growth (Ebbeling
et al., 2002). Large systematic reviews in adults shows similar asso-
ciations (Way et al., 2016; Yates et al., 2015; Yu et al., 2015). In ad-
dition, a study of generally healthy twins (50–74 years) who had been
discordant for physical activity for at least 32 years showed that the
more active twin had on average a fasting blood glucose levels
0.5 mmol/l lower than the less active twin (average difference in phy-
sical activity between twins∼ 35 MET/hour/week) (Leskinen et al.,
2013). Consistent with these findings, lack of physical activity in a large
cohort (n=28,946) was associated with a 29% increased risk of having
T2D, while a recent meta-analysis found that those who exercised
150min/week (11.25 MET/hour/week) were at a 26% decreased risk
of incident T2D (Smith et al., 2016). While the impact of physical ac-
tivity on adiposity is less pronounced than that of diet, longitudinal
evaluation of the older cohorts of the PATH study (n=716, 50% fe-
male) suggested the most sedentary individuals (undertaking<16.5
MET/hour/week, falling short of WHO recommendations for an ideal
20–30 METs/week) may experience a 1mmol/L higher FBG compared
with their more active contemporaries over three years (Walsh et al.,
2018).

6.3. Section summary

Both diet and physical activity have an impact on pre-clinical FBG
levels, and subsequent T2D incidence. Even when total energy intake is
taken into account, poor quality and high GI diet are predictive of in-
cident T2D. Physical activity above approximately 11 MET/hour/week
has a protective effect.

7. Blood glucose and brain

Strong evidence showing an association between the clinical de-
velopment of T2D and impairment of brain structure and function is
available. It would therefore be expected that the early stages of the
pathological processes leading to T2D (i.e., elevated blood glucose le-
vels, insulin resistance, impaired fasting glucose), as well as T2D’s main
risk factors (i.e. obesity, diet, sedentary lifestyle) would also be linked
to poorer cerebral health. In this section, we will review the micro-
scopic and macroscopic changes in brain structure and function attri-
butable to T2D’s pathological progression while attempting to separate
those differences clearly present in the clinical stages from those linked
to the development of risk factors and the pre-clinical symptomatology.

Animal models of T2D

The goal of animal models is to parallel T2D in humans via the disruption of insulin
metabolism, presence of hyperglycemia, and often (but not always) co-morbid
factors including obesity and cardiovascular disease. T2D animal models can be
grouped in three broad categories including genetic, chemically-induced, diet
induced or a combination of these. Rodent models are most widely used due to
their shorter lifespan, ease of genetic manipulation, and easy housing. Although,
larger mammals whose physiopathology is more closely related to that of humans
have also been studied (Bellinger et al., 2006; De Koning et al., 1993; Henson and
O'Brien, 2006; Wagner et al., 2006).

Genetic models have been used to explore beta cell function, beta cell survival, and
the effects of hyperglycaemia (Cefalu, 2006; Špolcová et al., 2014; Yamauchi
et al., 2002). A major limitation of these models is that it is not clear whether the
genetic variations underlying them and the associated phenotype is comparable
to the human physiopathology of T2D. Although at least for the most commonly
used genetic models which involves impaired leptin signaling, over-eating and
subsequent obesity, a common disease pathway shared with the human form of
the disease is clearly identified (Cefalu, 2006; Lönnqvist et al., 1995).

T2D can also be induced via diet, chemicals, or a combination of both. High fat
feeding, where dietary calories from fat is raised from the typical ∼10% to
∼60% or over, mirrors the pathway of weight gain, decreased beta cell function,

and impaired glucose tolerance seen in humans (Cefalu, 2006). Dietary manip-
ulation is effective in inducing obesity and insulin resistance in animal models
prone to weight gain, but in many instances simultaneous genetic or chemical
manipulation is required. For example, the same high-fat diet produces clearer
hyperglycaemic effects in C57BL/6J mice than A/J mice (Surwit et al., 1988),
and low-dose streptozotocin in combination with a high fat and simple carbo-
hydrate diet produces clearer diabetes-like complications than high fat diet alone
(Surwit et al., 1988) (see (Tripathi and Verma, 2014) for a review).

It is important to note that some animal models involve marked sex differences in
diabetogenic responses (King, 2012), and it is common for animal studies to be
constrained to a single sex, most often, male. Consequently, it is particularly
important to consider the implications of these methodological approaches when
evaluating the animal evidence aimed at shedding light on the effects of abno-
rmal glucose metabolism.

7.1. Microscopic brain changes

Animal models of T2D have demonstrated the emergence of a
number of consistent cellular changes in neurons and glial cells (Ho
et al., 2013). Compared to wild type rats, animals genetically prone to
developing T2D have been found to have fewer neurons (∼11%, male
sample only) (Hussain et al., 2014). Although glial count does not ap-
pear to differ between T2D and wild type animals, significant glial
activation has been demonstrated in T2D indicating increased pro-in-
flammatory activity. Decreased number of neurons in T2D is also con-
sistent with insulin’s neuroprotective action. Insulin has been shown to
be anti-apoptotic and protective against oxidative stress (OS) and
amyloid beta toxicity in neurons (Ball et al., 2001; Schmitz et al., 2000).
Therefore, decreased insulin levels and decreased neuronal insulin
sensitivity are expected to lead to increased neurodegeneration. This is
demonstrated in untreated male diabetic rats who underwent an acute
hyperinsulinemic severe hypoglycemic clamp and who experienced a
15-fold increase in brain damage compared to normal rats (Reno et al.,
2013). However, diabetic rats that were intensively treated and had
nearly normalised glucose levels experienced markedly reduced neu-
ronal damage. It should also be noted that microscopic changes in T2D
are not limited to neurons or the central nervous system. In male rats,
Barrière et al. demonstrated the presence of increased demyelination in
peripheral nerves which is consistent with the development of diabetic
peripheral neuropathy in the later stages of the disease (Barrière et al.,
2018).

Impaired neuronal structure and function has also been reported in
T2D. Compared to controls, synaptic count and dendritic arborisation
has been found to be significantly lower in a male rodent models of T2D
(Ramos-Rodriguez et al., 2017; Lietzau et al., 2016; Wang et al., 2014).
Importantly, these effects were shown to become stronger in a dose-
effect manner as the disease progressed, indicating they start devel-
oping in the context of elevated glucose levels. Moreover, when T2D
mice were inter-bred with mice prone to developing Alzheimer’s pa-
thology their synaptic density was further decreased, particularly close
to amyloid plaques (Ramos-Rodriguez et al., 2017).

Very few histopathological studies have investigated microscopic
brain changes in humans with T2D (Nelson et al., 2009). Most post-
mortem studies have been conducted on peripheral nerves and ganglia,
as well as on the retina. They demonstrated the presence of enlarged
dystrophic axons in the periphery, and fewer glia with smaller processes
in the retina in T2D (Lechner et al., 2017; Schroer et al., 1992). Sur-
prisingly, no corresponding studies targeting the central nervous system
(CNS) could be identified, and of the available CNS histological in-
vestigations, it would appear that the research focus has been ex-
clusively on small vessel disease, micro-infarcts and related pathology
which have all been found to be more prevalent in T2D (Nelson et al.,
2009).

Some converging evidence is however available from histological
studies investigating neuropathology in obesity. In animal experiments
(primarily in males), obesity is associated with increased intra-cellular
tau phosphorylation in neurons (Gratuze et al., 2013; Spolcova et al.,
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2014) (precursor to the development of neurofibrillary tangles in AD),
decreased dendritic spines numbers, and differences in microglia mor-
phology (Hao et al., 2016; Bocarsly et al., 2015). In humans, the his-
tological evidence is very limited and contradictory. One study found a
lower neuronal counts in the frontal and temporal cortices of in-
dividuals with overweight/obesity (n= 16, 31% female) (Gómez-Apo
et al., 2017). However, another could not detect any difference (n=17,
1 female), although greater variability in neuron numbers was detected
in participants with obesity (Weise et al., 2015).

Physical activity has a positive impact on the brain microstructure.
Animals who undertake voluntary or guided exercise experience greater
neurogenesis, increased spine density and mitochondria number, and
larger dendritic trees in the medial temporal and frontal cortices as well
as in the cerebellum (Stranahan et al., 2007; Dietrich et al., 2008;
Gonzalez-Burgos et al., 2011). Importantly, in a mice model of T2D in
which a decrease in hippocampal dendritic spine density was observed,
the implementation of a caloric restriction diet and voluntary exercise
on a running wheel led to an increase in spine density (Stranahan et al.,
2009). This suggests that some of the microscopic brain changes asso-
ciated with T2D can be at least in part reversed through dietary and
exercise interventions.

The extent to which variability in blood glucose levels in the ab-
sence of T2D impact the brain microstructure is less clear. Some evi-
dence suggestive of an effect has been demonstrated in the context of a
caloric restriction diet. Male mice undergoing such a diet have lower
blood glucose levels (∼20–30%) than mice eating ad libitum, with this
effect persisting into old age (Guo et al., 2015). Moreover, male mice on
a caloric restriction diet have been found to have better white matter
fibre integrity as assessed by diffusion tensor imaging (DTI), and in-
creased neurogenesis (Guo et al., 2015; Lee et al., 2002). Consistent
findings were also reported in humans. For example, in the Fra-
mingham Heart Study (n=4095; 19–72 years) increasing fasting blood
glucose levels were associated with a lower measure of integrity in
white matter tracts (fractional anisotropy) (Weinstein et al., 2015).
While it is possible that these findings were in part driven by partici-
pants with T2D, it is unlikely to be limited to this group since they only
composed 3% of this sample.

7.2. Macroscopic brain changes

7.2.1. T2D
There is extensive evidence of macroscopic differences associated

with T2D. In animal models, volumetric differences have been identi-
fied for the frontal cortex, hypothalamus and hippocampus, with cor-
tical volumes decreasing by approximately 19% following streptozo-
tocin-induction of T2D in rats (Wang et al., 2014). These volumetric
differences are linked to inflammatory pathways, and related increase
vulnerability to cerebro-vascular damage; hypoinsulinemic diabetes in
APP/PS1-STZ mouse models is associated with an increase in toxic Aβ,
phosphorilated-tau, systemic low-grade inflammation, and higher rate
of spontaneous haemorrhaging in the brain (Baluchnejadmojarad et al.,
2017). Interestingly, there is some animal evidence that pre-clinical
high FBG can also have macroscopic impacts on brain volume; hy-
perglycaemia is associated with accelerated cerebral atrophy in grey
mouse lemurs (Djelti et al., 2017), insulin insensitivity is associated
with lower frontal grey matter volume in rhesus monkeys (Willette
et al., 2012).

Similar differences have been reported in humans. T2D-related
atrophy has been mainly found in relation to cortical and sub-cortical
grey matter, but some findings are also available for global cerebral and
white matter atrophy, as well as sulcal widening (van Harten et al.,
2006). A recent systematic review and meta-analysis of existing studies
found that on average T2D was associated with 2% lower brain volumes
(Zhang et al., 2019). However, there was an insufficient number of
longitudinal studies to determine conclusively whether the annual rate
of global or regional atrophy was greater in T2D. Importantly, another

study (Bryan et al., 2014) (n= 614) surveying exclusively T2D patients
found that disease duration was associated with grey matter atrophy
with every additional 10 years in duration being associated with a 1%
decrease in total grey matter volume. Similar findings were reported by
Saczynski et al. (n= 489) not only for grey matter but also for white
matter, white matter lesions, and infarcts volumes (Saczynski et al.,
2009) as well as by Tiehuis et al. (n=151) for total brain atrophy
(Tiehuis et al., 2008).

The PATH study, in individuals in their early 60s, demonstrates that
these effects can be found concurrently in the same population. On
average individuals with T2D had 2% lower total brain volume, and 1%
lower total grey matter volume, 3% lower white matter volume (Walsh
et al., 2017), significantly thinner cortices (mean thickness 2.27mm vs
NFG 2.32mm), but experienced a slower rate of subsequent atrophy
over twelve years (annualised percentage atrophy 0.33% vs NFG
−0.38) (Shaw et al., 2017). Further, focussing on sub-structures, par-
ticipants with T2D also had a 5% smaller thalamus, 12 smaller corpus
callosum (Walsh et al., 2019); differently shaped hippocampi, caudate,
putamen and globus pallidus, with voxel-wise shape comparison
broadly indicating inward deformations consistent with volumetric
differences (Zhang et al., 2016).

A greater number of studies investigated associations between white
matter lesions or lacunar infarcts and T2D. However, there was a high
heterogeneity in the type of populations studied (vascular, general, out-
patients) and in the type of measures considered. Overall, the evidence
was stronger for lacunar infarcts with T2D being associated with
30–130% increased risk of presence of lacunar infarcts (van Harten
et al., 2006).

In addition, the systematic review (van Harten et al., 2006) dis-
cussed above suggests that a greater number of studies investigating
associations between white matter lesions or lacunar infarcts and T2D
are available than for cerebral atrophy. However, it also points to
substantial heterogeneity between studies in the type of populations
investigated (vascular, general, out-patients) and in the type of mea-
sures considered. Overall, the evidence appears stronger for lacunar
infarcts than for brain atrophy with T2D being associated with
30–130% increased risk of lacunar infarcts (van Harten et al., 2006).
Although these associations appear more prevalent for symptomatic
than for asymptomatic lacunar infarcts. In the PATH study, T2D was not
associated with a greater prevalence of white matter lesions (white
matter hyper-intensities) observed on T1-weighted MRI scans at base-
line (age 60–64 years) (Kumar et al., 2008).

7.2.2. Fasting blood glucose
Consistent with the above findings, higher fasting blood glucose

levels have also been found to be associated with lower grey matter
volume in T2D. For example, Bryan et al. reported that every additional
10mg/dl in FBG (0.56 mmol/l; n= 614) was associated with a 0.5%
decrease in grey matter volume (Bryan et al., 2014). Similarly, Tiehuis
et al. reported that total brain volume was negatively associated with
both FBG levels (0.12% per mmol/L; 2.16% per mg/dl) and disease
duration (0.05% per year) in T2D patients (n=151, 61.5 years)
(Tiehuis et al., 2008). In addition, Weinstein et al. found, in a relatively
young cohort (n= 1597, 40.3 years), that FBG levels were negatively
associated with regional grey matter volumes (independently of the
effect of T2D which was only 2.1% in this sample) in the occipital and
temporal lobes as well as with larger white matter hyperintensities
volume, and lower white matter integrity (FA) (Weinstein et al., 2015).
Consistent results were also reported in a large Japanese cross-sectional
study (n=1151, 62.6 years), in which elevated FBG was associated
with an 86% increased risk of silent brain lesions (greater than3mm)
and a 153% increased risk of peri-ventricular white matter hyper-
intensities (Bokura et al., 2008). Critically, recent evidence from a
clinical trial contrasting standard vs intensive glycemic treatment
showed that those who were more aggressively treated experienced
lower grey matter atrophy over a 40-month follow-up (Erus et al.,
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2015). These findings appear to support the view that a substantial part
of the brain atrophy detected in T2D is due to high glucose levels rather
than other aspects of the pathophysiology of the disease.

However, very few studies have investigated the question of whe-
ther variability in FBG levels within the normal range is associated with
brain structure. Using data from the PATH study, we were the first to
systematically investigate such an association in a large cohort of
community-living individuals. Indeed, we found that in individuals
without diabetes (n=249, 62.6 years) higher normal FBG was asso-
ciated with greater hippocampal and amygdalar atrophy and explained
6–10% in volume change over 4 years (Cherbuin et al., 2012). More-
over, follow-up investigations on the same sample showed consistent
associations in other brain regions. At first assessment, higher FBG was
associated with striatal differences particularly in the caudate and pu-
tamen (Zhang et al., 2016). In addition, longitudinal analyses con-
firmed this association but more so in those with T2D. Moreover, at
second assessment when participants were aged 68–73 years, FBG at
the high end of the accepted normal range was also associated with
lower regional brain volume in the middle and inferior frontal gyri
(Mortby et al., 2013). Analyses over 12 years of follow-up indicated that
an increase of 1mmol/l (18mg/dl) in FBG above 5mmol/l (90mg/dl)
was associated with a 10–13% increased rate of cortical thinning in the
insula, as well as posterior cingulate, parahippocampal and medial
orbitofrontal cortex (Shaw et al., 2017). Concurrently, an association
between glucose and total brain atrophy was also detected with each
additional 1mmol/l (18mg/dl) being associated with approximately
half a millilitre additional atrophy per year (0.14%/mmol/l/year or
2.5%/mg/dl/year) (Walsh et al., 2018). In a more recent exploration,
when T2D status, demographic, and lifestyle factors were controlled
for, we found each 1mmol/l (18 mg/dl) of glucose was consistently,
but not significantly (likely due to shared variance with BMI), asso-
ciated with lower brain volumes (1.314ml lower total brain volume,
1.516ml lower grey matter volume, 0.030ml lower thalamus volume,
0.034ml lower white matter volume and 0.012ml corpus callosum
volume) (Walsh et al., 2019).

7.3. Metabolic and functional brain changes

7.3.1. T2D
T2D is associated with decreased blood flow and increased cere-

brovascular resistance (Pruzin et al., 2018; Novak et al., 2006). This
contributes to a higher prevalence of small vessel disease, deep white
matter lesions, infarcts, atherosclerosis and related pathology in T2D
than NFG (Nelson et al., 2009; Ryan et al., 2014; Biessels and Reijmer,
2014). It follows that T2D is also associated with greater damage and
poorer neurovascular recovery following neurological insults such as
stroke in animals (Zhang et al., 2016) and humans (both children aged
16 or less (Michaud et al., 1991), and adults (Pruzin et al., 2018; He
et al., 2017). PET studies indicate that insulin resistance in T2D is as-
sociated with impaired cerebral glucose metabolic rate, especially in
the parietal and prefrontal cortices (Baker et al., 2011), and that this is
linked to amyloid deposition in these same areas (Willette et al., 2015).

7.3.2. Fasting blood glucose
Animal models demonstrate a link between glucose phosphorylation

and cerebral blood flow. Acute changes to FBG induced by fasting can
increase cerebral blood flow, particularly in the cortex and cerebellum
(Cremer et al., 1983). In humans, cerebral bloodflow in individuals
with IFG has been found to decrease at a significantly faster rate than in
NFG in some regions (frontal, parietal, and temporal cortices), while it
increases at a significantly faster rate in others (frontal, temporal, and
precentral gyri) (Thambisetty et al., 2013). The link between high FBG
and stroke prognosis is confounded by stress-induced hyperglycemia
that can be induced by the strokes, though FBG of 6.1mmol/L (110 mg/
dl) and over at the time of hospital admission in individuals without
diabetes has been associated with higher mortality and poorer

functional recovery following ischemic stroke (Capes et al., 2001). Si-
milarly to T2D, there is PET evidence that insulin resistance in NFG and
IFG is associated with lower cerebral glucose metabolism across large
portions of the frontal, lateral parietal, lateral temporal, and medial
temporal lobes (Willette et al., 2015).

8. T2D risk factors

8.1. Diet

There is good evidence in the animal and human literature in-
dicating that diet energy content and quality are associated with both
glucose metabolism and cerebral structure. Animal studies have shown
that diets lower in energy content and/or of higher quality (mostly
lower in fat and sugar) are associated with larger brain volumes, better
white matter integrity, and better cerebral health (Kanoski et al., 2010;
Casadesus et al., 2002; Titova et al., 2013). The human literature is
more sparse, and less consistent. The Mediterranean-style diet has re-
ceived most attention and while some studies have found positive cross-
sectional associations between higher adherence to the Mediterranean
diet and larger brain volumes (van Harten et al., 2006; Gu et al., 2015),
cortical thickness (Staubo et al., 2017), cerebral connectivity (Pelletier
et al., 2015), or fewer white matter lesions (Scarmeas et al., 2011;
Gardener et al., 2012), other studies failed to replicate these findings
(Luciano et al., 2017). Only one study reporting longitudinal associa-
tions has been identified. Luciano et al. showed in a large neuroimaging
sample (n= 398, 70 years) that higher Mediterranean diet adherence
was associated with less brain shrinkage over 3 years (Luciano et al.,
2017). In addition, some evidence indicating that higher meat, carbo-
hydrate and sugars and lower fish and vegetables intake is associated
with lower brain volumes (Gu et al., 2015) and cortical thickness
(Staubo et al., 2017).

8.2. Obesity

Because obesity and T2D are highly co-morbid and rely on over-
lapping mechanisms, such as leptin deficiency and insulin insensitivity
(e.g. ob/ob mouse and Zucker obese rat models (Cefalu, 2006)), there is
substantial overlap in animal models used to explore the impact of T2D
and obesity on the brain. Some evidence which distinguishes the impact
of obesity from that of T2D comes from a small literature exploring the
impact of obesity acutely induced by overfeeding. Overfeeding-induced
obesity has been associated with decreased blood flow in the prefrontal
cortices in minipigs (Val-Laillet et al., 2011), depression-like upregu-
lation of pCREB in the striatum and hypothalamic dysfunction (Sharma
and Fulton, 2013) and deficits in leptin sensitivity in the arcuate nu-
cleus in mice (Münzberg et al., 2004). Obesity following high-fat diets
in particular were linked with chronic inflammation and impaired
cognition in mice (Pistell et al., 2010).

The evidence linking adiposity/obesity to brain structure in humans
is somewhat limited, mostly cross-sectional, and based on hetero-
geneous adiposity measures. However, a recent review concluded that
higher adiposity may be associated with frontal lower gray matter vo-
lumes across all ages and lower parietal and temporal gray matter
atrophy in middle- and old-age, while the white matter appears to be
largely spared (Willette and Kapogiannis, 2015). Notably this occurs
even in adolescence, with comorbid obesity and T2D associated with
higher rates of cerebral atrophy, and reduced hippocampal and pre-
frontal cortex volumes (Bruehl et al., 2011). In the PATH study, we
found that higher adiposity in older age was significantly associated
with accelerated cortical atrophy, in particular thinning in the posterior
cingulate cortex (n=404, age= 40–44 (Shaw et al., 2017), and lower
hippocampal volume (n=266, age= 60–64 (Cherbuin et al., 2012).
Further, we found a combination of high BMI and high blood glucose
was particularly detrimental to total brain and thalamus volume (Walsh
et al., 2019).
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8.3. Exercise

The evidence linking physical activity with cerebral health is strong.
In rodents, voluntary and forced exercise has been shown to be asso-
ciated with angiogenesis (Swain et al., 2003), synaptogenesis and
neurogenesis (primarily in the hippocampus, primarily involving BDNF
and IGF-1) (Nokia et al., 2016; Van Praag et al., 1999; Redila and
Christie, 2006; Voss et al., 2011), larger hippocampal volumes (Voss
et al., 2013), smaller infarctions (Ang et al., 2003) and less oxidative
damage and inflammation following ischemic stroke (Austin et al.,
2014; Li et al., 2004). There is also evidence that exercise is protective
against neurodegenerative conditions such as Parkinson’s disease
(Smith and Zigmond, 2003), and the neuropathology and cognitive
indicators of Dementia (Tapia-Rojas et al., 2016; Ahlskog et al., 2011).
These beneficial effects are linked to reduced inflammation (Ryan and
Nolan, 2016) and higher BDNF levels (Bechara and Kelly, 2013; Ang
et al., 2003) and related neurogenesis and energy homeostasis (Marosi
and Mattson, 2014; Vaynman et al., 2006).

Consistent findings have been demonstrated in humans (Voss et al.,
2013). Direct observation of synaptogenesis in humans due to exercise
is difficult to obtain, but its occurrence is supported by convergent
evidence of exercise-related upregulation of neurotrophic factors mea-
sured peripherally (Voss et al., 2011; Vega et al., 2006; Nybo et al.,
2002), increased gene expression associated with neuroplasticity
(Cotman and Berchtold, 2002), and improved prognosis following is-
chemic stroke (Gordon et al., 2004). Multiple studies note a positive
association between physical exercise and cortical thickness (Rogge
et al., 2018), larger grey and white matter volume, particularly in the
prefrontal cortex (Voss et al., 2011; Colcombe et al., 2006) and hip-
pocampus (Erickson et al., 2011; Kleemeyer et al., 2016). The positive
association between physical exercise and brain volume is more pro-
nounced in older adults, suggesting it plays a role in slowing age-as-
sociated atrophy (Colcombe et al., 2006), and can be helpful in pre-
serving function in cases of neurodegenerative disease such as dementia
(Heyn et al., 2004). The major pathways mediating the beneficial ef-
fects of exercise on the brain are through managing other risk factors
such as adiposity, T2D, and atherosclerosis (Ahlskog et al., 2011; Stults-
Kolehmainen, 2013; Heyn et al., 2004), release of neurotrophins (Voss
et al., 2013) and reduction of neural inflammation (Ryan and Nolan,
2016), and promoting blood flow via cardiorespiratory fitness (Rogge
et al., 2018; Burns et al., 2008).

8.4. Section summary

Together these findings suggest that widespread brain atrophy and
white matter lesions are more prevalent in T2D and that increased FBG
is associated with higher atrophy not only in T2D but also in normal
older adults with higher FBG levels within the normal range.
Importantly, these effects appear to start developing and be detectable
in middle-age, before 60 years, and increase with disease duration.

9. Blood glucose and cognition

9.1. T2d

In animal models, T2D typically induced through a high fat diet
and/or by injection of streptozotocin leading to a sustained increase in
blood glucose and body weight has been linked to poorer episodic,
working, and spatial memory (object recognition, Morris maze, and Y
maze tasks) (Noor and Zahid, 2017; Carvalho et al., 2013), and learning
(lever-press task) (Moreira et al., 2007). Several studies note that the
neurocognitive deficits seen in these T2D animal models mirror those
seen in dementia (Carvalho et al., 2013).

In humans strong and consistent evidence shows that T2D is asso-
ciated with an increased risk of cognitive decline and dementia. A re-
cent meta-analysis (Adams, 2013) summarising findings from 14 studies

and more than 2 million individuals demonstrates that T2D is asso-
ciated with 60% increased risk of dementia. Interestingly, this effect is
overall somewhat greater (4%) in women than men, and stronger for
vascular (women: RR 2.34; men: RR 1.73) than for non-vascular de-
mentia (women: RR 1.53; men: RR 1.49). Another large meta-analysis
also indicates that a higher risk of AD is associated with T2D according
to ethnicity (Western: RR 1.36; Eastern: RR 1.53) (Zhang et al., 2017).
Moreover, a previous meta-analysis found that T2D was associated with
a 20% increased risk of Mild Cognitive Impairment (MCI), the pre-
clinical stage to dementia (Cheng et al., 2012).

Of critical importance is that T2D does not only have a distal risk for
cognitive function (i.e. for dementia) but is linked to impairment along
the disease process with symptoms being present before or developing
soon after clinical diagnosis. Meta-analyses of the available literature
show that T2D is associated with lower performance in motor function,
episodic and logical memory, verbal fluency, cognitive flexibility, at-
tention and processing speed (Monette et al., 2014; Sadanand et al.,
2016; Palta et al., 2014). This is also observed in the PATH data, where
we found that T2D was associated with significantly poorer perfor-
mance on a measure of fine motor dexterity (the Purdue pegboard test
(Zhang et al., 2018), alongside higher total brain atrophy (n=478, age
60–64 (Kumar et al., 2008), and lower striatal volume (n= 271, age
60–64 (Zhang et al., 2016). Importantly, in the same cohort T2D was
also associated with an increased risk of developing mild cognitive
disorders (Cherbuin et al., 2009).

9.2. Fasting blood glucose

In addition to the cognitive impairments associated with T2D as a
whole it has also been shown that amongst individuals with T2D those
with higher FBG experience faster cognitive decline and are at higher
risk of dementia. But perhaps of greater significance, this effect does not
appear to be restricted to T2D but is also detectable in its pre-clinical
stages (IFG and IR), and within the normal FBG range in people without
T2D. For example, in a cohort of older Japanese individuals without
T2D (n=1017, 68.5 years), higher glucose levels (6.1–6.9 mmol/l) 2 h
after a glucose tolerance test compared to normal levels (< 5.6 mmol/l)
have been found to be associated with a higher risk of vascular de-
mentia (HR 1.93, 95% CI 1.03–3.61) but not AD or other dementias
(Ohara et al., 2011). In children, there is some evidence that blood
glucose is implicated in self-control (Gailliot and Baumeister, 2007),
though this is contentious (Vadillo et al., 2012). More persuasively, in a
cohort of adults without T2D (n= 41, 64.7 years) higher FBG within
the normal range (< 6.1mmol/l) was associated with slower reaction
time (Raizes et al., 2016) (each 1mmol/l increase in plasma glucose
associated with 0.05 s (2%) slower reaction time). In a third study of
individuals without T2D (n= 411, 50.6 years) higher FBG was asso-
ciated with poorer episodic memory in women but not in men
(Rolandsson et al., 2008). Finally, in a large longitudinal study
(n= 838; 63.1 years; 3.3% individuals with T2D), higher FBG was as-
sociated with greater decline in general cognition (each 1mmol/L
higher FBG=9% greater decline per year), perceptual speed (each
1mmol/L≈ 7% greater decline/year), verbal (each 1mmol/L≈ 3%
greater decline/year) and spatial abilities (each 1mmol/L≈ 6% greater
decline/year) (Seetharaman et al., 2015). Overall, these findings sug-
gest a consistent association between FBG in the high end of the ac-
cepted normal range and lower cognitive function in mid-life to early
old age in individuals free of T2D. Unfortunately, to date no meta-
analysis has been conducted to more clearly characterise the associa-
tion between FBG levels within the normal range and cognitive function
in people free of T2D and therefore caution should be exercised in in-
terpreting these findings. In the older PATH cohort (age 60–65 years),
blood glucose levels in people without T2D were associated with lower
regional volumes (grey and white matter) and corresponding cognitive
deficits similar to the patterns found in the literature, notably higher
FBG (6.1mmol/L and higher) being associated with lower frontal gyri
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volumes and performance on working memory and reaction time tasks
(Mortby et al., 2013).

9.3. Risk factors

9.3.1. Obesity
A clear link has been demonstrated between mid-life obesity and the

risk of cognitive impairment later in life with individuals with obesity
being at a 60–100% increased risk of dementia (Loef and Walach, 2013;
Anstey et al., 2011). Moreover, a recent systematic review (Prickett
et al., 2015) investigating the association between obesity and cognitive
function and including 17 studies surveying individuals below the age
of 65 has found that mid-life obesity was associated with lower per-
formance in cognitive functioning, psychomotor performance and
speed, visual construction, concept formation and set shifting, and de-
cision making (but was inconclusive for visual memory, verbal
memory, complex attention, delay discounting and inhibition). Im-
portantly, this effect does not seem to be limited to mid-life obesity or
late life cognition. For example, a cross-sectional study of 299 women
(18–35 years) found that being obese was associated with significantly
lower attention scores (Cook, 2017). Moreover, a meta-analysis of
weight loss interventions in individuals with obese/overweight across
twenty studies, 13 of which were longitudinal, found that weight loss
was associated with a significant improvement in attention and
memory (Veronese et al., 2016). Similar finding were also demon-
strated across bariatric surgery randomised controlled trials (Thiara
et al., 2017).

9.3.2. Exercise
The evidence linking physical activity and cognitive decline is

strong. Findings from systematic reviews indicate that participating in
regular exercise is associated with a 15–40% decreased risk of dementia
(Beckett et al., 2015). As for obesity, the protective effect of exercise is
already detectable in relation to general cognition in non-demented
individuals. Our recent meta-analysis (Northey et al., 2018) of exercise
interventions in people over 50 years shows that regular exercise
(45–60min 2–7 days per week) at moderate to high intensity is asso-
ciated with improved cognitive function across all domains tested
(global, attention, executive, memory, working memory). In PATH,
physical activity was found to be positively associated with cognitive
performance across multiple domains, particularly in the youngest co-
hort (aged 20–25), a stable, longitudinal association (Bielak et al.,
2014).

9.3.3. Diet
Caloric overconsumption has been associated with deficits in global

cognition, executive function, attention, information processing, and in
particular memory (Reichelt et al., 2018; Roberts et al., 2012;
Attuquayefio and Stevenson, 2015), while caloric restriction has been
associated with preserved cognition and enhanced memory (Murphy
et al., 2014). Although evidence for other macronutrients such as pro-
tein and carbohydrate is mixed (Attuquayefio and Stevenson, 2015), it
is well established that diets high in fat, particularly in tandem with
caloric overconsumption, are detrimental to cognitive health
(Attuquayefio and Stevenson, 2015; Solfrizzi et al., 2017). Micro-
nutrients, chiefly vitamins (notably B, C, and folate) (Solfrizzi et al.,
2017; Travica et al., 2017), flavonoids (Williams and Spencer, 2012),
antioxidants (particularly polyphenols (Solfrizzi et al., 2017) such as
resveratrol (Murphy et al., 2014), curcumin (Kuszewski et al., 2018)
and caffeine (Panza et al., 2015), and long chain polyunsaturated fatty
acids (particularly omega-3 (Murphy et al., 2014; Cutuli et al., 2016)
have been shown to benefit memory, semantic fluency, working
memory, executive function, and reduce risk of developing cognitive
impairment. However, it is likely these effects are driven, at least in
part, by the detrimental impact of deficiencies, rather than surplus
consumption providing benefits (Solfrizzi et al., 2017; Travica et al.,

2017).
A dietary pattern perspective places macro- and micro-nutrient in-

take in the whole dietary context. An unhealthy, ‘Western’ dietary
pattern, characterised by red meat, processed and fatty foods, has been
associated with global cognitive, and specifically visuospatial, decline
(Solfrizzi et al., 2017; Shakersain et al., 2016). Conversely, a ‘Medi-
terranean’ dietary pattern, characterised by legumes, fresh vegetables,
grains, and monounsaturated fatty acids has been associated with su-
perior cognitive function and reduced risk of cognitive decline and
developing Alzheimer’s disease (Feart et al., 2009; Lourida et al., 2013).
This has led to the development of diets designed to improve cognition
in ageing and reduce the risk of Alzheimer’s disease, such as the Med-
iterranean-DASH Intervention for Neurodegenerative Delay (MIND)
diet (Morris et al., 2015). The MIND diet has been associated with a
20% reduction in the likelihood of developing mild cognitive impair-
ment in the PATH study (n= 1228, participants aged 72–76) (Hosking
et al., 2017).

9.3.4. Section summary
High pre-clinical FBG and T2D both have a negative impact on

cognitive function in ageing. This manifests in poorer performance and
accelerated decline in measures of global cognition, more specifically
memory, and increased risk of developing dementia. Risk factors for
high FBG and T2D such as obesity, sedentary lifestyle, and poor diet are
themselves directly implicated in cognitive decline.

10. Biological mechanisms mediating risk

While the findings reviewed above provides a strong evidence base
linking increasing FBG and T2D to neurodegeneration and cognitive
decline, most of the human research is correlational and therefore
cannot address the question of causation. Although, causal links in
humans cannot be unambiguously resolved for a complex pathology
which takes years to develop and involves the interaction of several
factors, one approach to clarifying causal links is the plausible identi-
fication of biological mechanisms that are likely to explain the patho-
physiology of the disease under consideration. For this reason, this
section will briefly review the main mechanisms which contribute the
effect of FBG, T2D and their risk factors on cerebral and cognitive
health.

10.1. Oxidative stress

Oxidative stress (OS) is one of the main mechanisms contributing to
molecular and cellular senescence and it is also implicated in the neu-
ropathology of T2D. OS is an umbrella term used to refer to the im-
balance in production of reactive oxygen species (superoxide and hy-
drogen peroxide) as part of metabolic processes relative to the counter-
active action of anti-oxidants that are mostly produced through pro-
tective cellular mechanisms but also contributed through dietary intake
(Lugrin et al., 2014). OS is known to damage DNA, shorten telomeres
(Reichert and Stier, 2017), and degrade cellular structure and thus is
associated with increased apoptosis and impaired cellular function. In
the CNS it is also associated with decreased synapto and neuro-genesis
(Yuan et al., 2015), vascular damage (Forstermann, 2010), and in-
creased protein mis-folding leading to increased amyloid plaques and
tauopathy (Alavi Naini and Soussi-Yanicostas, 2015, 2015).

Increased OS has been shown to be increased in animal models of
T2D and to be associated with neuro-vascular damage, glial prolifera-
tion and shrunken and damaged neuronal structures (Yang et al., 2013;
Zherebitskaya et al., 2009). In humans, associations between increased
OS levels in T2D have also been reported. There is limited evidence on
the association between glucose levels and OS. However, at least in
children with type 1 diabetes, fluctuation in blood glucose was found to
be associated with higher OS levels even in those with stable glycaemia
(Meng et al., 2015). Importantly, in vitro studies investigating
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variability in glucose levels compared to hyperglycaemia have sug-
gested that fluctuation in glucose levels may produce more OS and be
more damaging than stably high glucose levels (Wright et al., 2006).
However, whether high glucose levels lead to increased OS or whether a
bi-directional relationship is at play is also under question since higher
OS levels appear to be associated with insulin resistance and impaired
glucose tolerance and pathological pathways linking OS to damage of
insulin producing cells has also been identified (Kopprasch et al., 2015;
Henriksen et al., 2011; Hurrle and Hsu, 2017).

10.2. Inflammation

Chronic inflammation plays a major role in the development of T2D.
Adipose tissue produces pro-inflammatory cytokines and overweight
and obesity have been demonstrated to lead to heightened low grade
systemic inflammation (Hotamisligil, 2017; Reilly and Saltiel, 2017).
Moreover, as physical activity has anti-inflammatory effects, the se-
dentary lifestyle typically associated with the development of T2D
compounds the pro-inflammatory mechanisms associated with in-
creased adiposity (Pedersen, 2017). Pro-inflammatory cascades are
further activated through the effect of poor diet and increased oxidative
stress discussed above as well as other co-morbid conditions including
depression and cardio-vascular disease (Minihane et al., 2015).

10.3. Impaired vascular health

Evidence from a recent meta-analysis indicates that chronic hy-
perglycemia is associated with increased risk of cardio-vascular disease,
coronary heart disease, stroke, and peripheral arterial disease (Zhang
et al., 2012). A number of mechanisms are thought to contribute to
these effects. The increased production of OS and activation of pro-
inflammatory cascades associated with elevated glucose levels leads to
endothelial dysfunction (Hamilton and Watts, 2013) and vascular da-
mage (Zhang et al., 2012). Elevated glucose levels promote the pro-
duction of proteins, called advanced glycation end products, which
contribute to the formation of plaques, atherosclerosis, and ultimately
decreased blood flow in all organs including the brain (Aguiar et al.,
2014). These processes progressively lead to the development of small
vessel disease, chronic cerebral hypoxia, and neuronal damage (Sims
et al., 2014; Martinez Sosa and Smith, 1979).

10.4. Impaired neurogenesis

Neurogenesis, while not widespread in the adult human brain,
contributes significantly to hippocampal function. Brain-Derived
Neurotrophic Factor (BDNF) is a major modulator of neurogenesis with
higher levels being associated with increased production and differ-
entiation of granule cells in the hippocampus. Higher blood glucose
levels have been shown to be associated with lower BDNF levels and
decreased neurogenesis (Krabbe et al., 2007). Interestingly, experi-
mentally increased BDNF levels have been shown to attenuate hy-
perglycemia in male rats which may partially explain the protective
role of exercise and environmental enrichment in protecting against
neurodegeneration in the context of metabolic disease (Meek et al.,
2013).

10.5. CNS insulin & neuronal metabolism

Closely tied to glucose metabolism, and strongly associated with
adiposity, insulin is directly implicated in cognitive performance and
decline (Ott et al., 2012; Plum et al., 2005). Peripheral insulin crosses
the blood–brain barrier (Pardridge et al., 1985) and acts upon wide-
spread neural insulin receptors which are concentrated in the olfactory
bulb, cerebellum, hypothalamus, and hippocampus (Plum et al., 2005).
Central insulin is upstream of signalling cascades implicated in synaptic
plasticity, synaptogenesis, and neurogenesis (Kleinridders et al., 2014),

and as previously noted, can be protective against OS (Augustin et al.,
2015). Insulin resistance impairs the uptake of glucose in neurons and
compromises their function. There is both observational and experi-
mental evidence showing that insulin and Insulin-like Growth Factor
(notably IGF-1 and IGF-2) can decrease the intracellular hallmarks of
AD (circulating amyloid-β and hyperphosphorylated tau (Plum et al.,
2005), although the causal association between chronic insulin re-
sistance and the development of AD remains unclear (Freiherr et al.,
2013). In both healthy and cognitively declining individuals, insulin
resistance can cause widespread dysfunction most clearly seen in the
hippocampus, and consequently memory function (Plum et al., 2005;
Convit, 2005). This has therapeutic potential - intranasal administration
of insulin is associated with acute and prologued improvements in
memory, and is therefore being pursued as a possible AD treatment (Ott
et al., 2012; Freiherr et al., 2013).

10.6. Protein mis-folding

Although protein mis-folding receives more attention in acute con-
ditions such as Alzheimer’s (amyloid plaque) and Parkinson’s (Lewy
bodies) disease it is a key ageing mechanism throughout the body and
in the brain (Basaiawmoit and Rattan, 2010). Increasing age and tissue
damage mediated by the processes discussed above are associated with
impaired clearance of the bi-products of cellular metabolism. The ac-
cumulation of these bi-products progressively compromises cellular
function and leads to further damage and increasing aggregation of mis-
folded proteins thus further impacting function.

The patho-physiology of T2D contributes to the accumulation of
mis-folded proteins in several ways. Raised OS and pro-inflammatory
activity associated with the development of T2D contribute to damage
of cellular mechanisms which become less efficient at clearing mis-
folded proteins or in repairing DNA damage associated with protein
mis-folding. Moreover, cerebro-vascular disease is associated with de-
creased clearance of mis-folded proteins, at least in Alzheimer’s and
Parkinson’s disease, and thus leads to increased amyloid plaque and
Lewy bodies formation (Yarchoan et al., 2012; Grimmer et al., 2012;
Choi et al., 2011; van der Holst et al., 2015; Deleidi and Maetzler,
2012).

10.7. Section summary

Several concurrent biological mechanisms are associated with the
patho-physiology of high blood glucose levels and T2D. Cellular da-
mage and impaired neural function arising from an overabundance of
reactive oxygen species, a situation known as oxidative stress, is asso-
ciated bi-directionally with hyperglycaemia and T2D. Chronic in-
flammation promoted by excess adiopose tissue, lack of physical ac-
tivity and poor diet further exacerbates oxidative stress and tissue
damage. Hyperglycaemia and pro-inflammatory processes also con-
tribute to vascular disease and have been linked with lower Brain-
Derived Neurotrophic Factor levels, thus compromising neuronal in-
tegrity and impairing neurogenesis. Disruption of central insulin func-
tion associated with T2D leads to impaired energy metabolism in
neurons and is implicated in declining cognitive performance. There is
also growing evidence that T2D is implicated in protein mis-folding,
largely via oxidative stress and inflammation, and thus contributes to
the development of neurodegenerative disease such as Alzheimer’s.

11. Conclusions

The notion that T2D is associated with neurodegeneration, cognitive
impairment, dementia and mortality is not new. However, these asso-
ciations are often thought to be mostly relevant in old age despite the
availability of substantial evidence indicating that the pathological
processes at play are initiated in mid-adulthood or before. The aim of
this review was therefore to comprehensively summarise the available
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research literature demonstrating a link between the early emergence
and impact of the main risk factors for T2D (obesity, physical activity,
and dietary intake), their associations with increasing FBG levels with
ageing and the progressive dysregulation of glucose metabolism, and
the impact these effects have on cerebral health and cognitive function
before, during and after the clinical development of T2D. In addition, a
particular focus was on evaluating whether higher fasting blood glucose
levels within what is considered the normal range present a risk to brain
and cognitive health.

As a whole the body of evidence presented above strongly suggests
that persistently elevated FBG are associated with brain shrinkage,
progressive loss of function across several cognitive domains, the de-
velopment of dementia, and ultimately, premature death. It is also clear
that T2D’s main risk factors contribute in a major way to these effects
and that clinical T2D represents the greatest risk to cerebral health.
However, while their contributions overlap, each of these components
appear to contribute separately and independently of each other to the
neurodegenerative processes leading to functional loss. Of major im-
portance is the fact that clear pathological mechanisms supporting a
causal link between glucose metabolism dysregulation and neurode-
generation have been identified.

It is of particular concern that the pathological cascade leading to
higher FBG and ultimately T2D typically begins decades before and
starts impacting cerebral health and cognition from its onset. The im-
plication of these findings is that policy responses and interventions
aimed at preserving neurocognitive capital and slowing cognitive de-
cline in ageing should be initiated as early as possible and preferably in
childhood or early adulthood and be sustained across the adult lifespan.

Disclosure

The authors have reported no conflicts of interest. This study is NOT
industry sponsored.

Acknowledgements

The authors are grateful to PATH Participants and to the PATH
Research Team who contributed to many of the studies reported in this
review. The research was supported by the Australian National Health
and Medical Research Council grant 1063907.

Declaration of Competing Interest

None.

References

Adams, O.P., 2013. The impact of brief high-intensity exercise on blood glucose levels.
Diabetes, Metabolic Syndrome Obesity: Targets Therapy 6, 113–122.

Aguiar Jr., A.S., Stragier, E., da Luz Scheffer, D., Remor, A.P., Oliveira, P.A., Prediger,
R.D., Latini, A., Raisman-Vozari, R., Mongeau, R., Lanfumey, L., 2014. Effects of
exercise on mitochondrial function, neuroplasticity and anxio-depressive behavior of
mice. Neuroscience 271, 56–63.

Ahlskog, J.E., Geda, Y.E., Graff-Radford, N.R., Petersen, R.C., 2011. Physical exercise as a
preventive or disease-modifying treatment of dementia and brain aging. Elsevier,
Mayo Clinic proceedings, pp. 876–884.

Alavi Naini, S.M., Soussi-Yanicostas, N., 2015,. Tau hyperphosphorylation and oxidative
stress, a critical vicious circle in neurodegenerative tauopathies? Oxid. Med. Cell.
Longevity 2015, 17.

Aljadani, H., Patterson, A., Sibbritt, D., Collins, C.E., 2015. Diet quality and weight
change in adults over time: a systematic review of cohort studies. Curr. Nutr. Reports
4, 88–101.

American Diabetes Association, 2004. Diagnosis and classification of diabetes mellitus.
Diabetes Care 28, s37.

Ang, E., Wong, P., Moochhala, S., Ng, Y., 2003. Neuroprotection associated with running:
is it a result of increased endogenous neurotrophic factors? Neuroscience 118,
335–345.

Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., Budge, M., Young, J., 2011. Body mass index in midlife and
late-life as a risk factor for dementia: a meta-analysis of prospective studies. Obesity
Rev.: Offic. J. Int. Assoc. Study Obesity 12, e426–e437.

Anstey, K.J., Christensen, H., Butterworth, P., Easteal, S., Mackinnon, A., Jacomb, T.,

Maxwell, K., Rodgers, B., Windsor, T., Cherbuin, N., 2012. Cohort Profile: The PATH
through life project. Int. J. Epidemiol. dyr025.

Asghari, G., Mirmiran, P., Yuzbashian, E., Azizi, F., 2017. A systematic review of diet
quality indices in relation to obesity. British J. Nutr. 117, 1055–1065.

Attuquayefio, T., Stevenson, R.J., 2015. A systematic review of longer-term dietary in-
terventions on human cognitive function: Emerging patterns and future directions.
Appetite 95, 554–570.

Augustin, L.S.A., Kendall, C.W.C., Jenkins, D.J.A., Willett, W.C., Astrup, A., Barclay, A.W.,
Björck, I., Brand-Miller, J.C., Brighenti, F., Buyken, A.E., Ceriello, A., La Vecchia, C.,
Livesey, G., Liu, S., Riccardi, G., Rizkalla, S.W., Sievenpiper, J.L., Trichopoulou, A.,
Wolever, T.M.S., Baer-Sinnott, S., Poli, A., 2015. Glycemic index, glycemic load and
glycemic response: An International Scientific Consensus Summit from the
International Carbohydrate Quality Consortium (ICQC). Nutr., Metabol. Cardiovasc.
Dis. 25, 795–815.

Austin, M.W., Ploughman, M., Glynn, L., Corbett, D., 2014. Aerobic exercise effects on
neuroprotection and brain repair following stroke: a systematic review and per-
spective. Neurosci. Res. 87, 8–15.

Baker, L.D., Cross, D.J., Minoshima, S., Belongia, D., Watson, G.S., Craft, S., 2011. Insulin
resistance and Alzheimer-like reductions in regional cerebral glucose metabolism for
cognitively normal adults with prediabetes or early type 2 diabetes. Arch. Neurol. 68,
51–57.

Ball, K., Owen, N., Salmon, J., Bauman, A., Gore, C.J., 2001. Associations of physical
activity with body weight and fat in men and women. Int. J. Obesity 25, 914.

Baluchnejadmojarad, T., Kiasalari, Z., Afshin-Majd, S., Ghasemi, Z., Roghani, M., 2017. S-
allyl cysteine ameliorates cognitive deficits in streptozotocin-diabetic rats via sup-
pression of oxidative stress, inflammation, and acetylcholinesterase. Eur. J.
Pharmacol. 794, 69–76.

Barrière, D.A., Noll, C., Roussy, G., Lizotte, F., Kessai, A., Kirby, K., Belleville, K., Beaudet,
N., Longpré, J.-M., Carpentier, A.C., Geraldes, P., Sarret, P., 2018. Combination of
high-fat/high-fructose diet and low-dose streptozotocin to model long-term type-2
diabetes complications. Sci. Rep. 8, 424.

Basaiawmoit, R.V., Rattan, S.I., 2010. Cellular stress and protein misfolding during aging.
Methods Mol. Biol. (Clifton N.J.) 648, 107–117.

Bechara, R., Kelly, A., 2013. Exercise improves object recognition memory and induces
BDNF expression and cell proliferation in cognitively enriched rats. Behav. Brain Res.
245, 96–100.

Beckett, M.W., Ardern, C.I., Rotondi, M.A., 2015. A meta-analysis of prospective studies
on the role of physical activity and the prevention of Alzheimer's disease in older
adults. BMC geriatrics 15, 9.

Bellinger, D.A., Merricks, E.P., Nichols, T.C., 2006. Swine models of type 2 diabetes
mellitus: insulin resistance, glucose tolerance, and cardiovascular complications.
ILAR J. 47, 243–258.

Bielak, A.A., Cherbuin, N., Bunce, D., Anstey, K.J., 2014. Preserved differentiation be-
tween physical activity and cognitive performance across young, middle, and older
adulthood over 8 years. J. Gerontol. Ser. B, Psychol. Sci. Soc. Sci. 69, 523–532.

Biessels, G.J., Reijmer, Y.D., 2014. Brain changes underlying cognitive dysfunction in
diabetes: what can we learn from MRI? Diabetes 63, 2244–2252.

Bocarsly, M.E., Fasolino, M., Kane, G.A., LaMarca, E.A., Kirschen, G.W., Karatsoreos, I.N.,
McEwen, B.S., Gould, E., 2015. Obesity diminishes synaptic markers, alters microglial
morphology, and impairs cognitive function. PNAS 112, 15731–15736.

Bokura, H., Yamaguchi, S., Iijima, K., Nagai, A., Oguro, H., 2008. Metabolic syndrome is
associated with silent ischemic brain lesions. Stroke 39, 1607–1609.

Bruehl, H., Sweat, V., Tirsi, A., Shah, B., Convit, A., 2011. Obese adolescents with type 2
diabetes mellitus have hippocampal and frontal lobe volume reductions. Neurosci.
Med. 2, 34.

Bryan, R.N., Bilello, M., Davatzikos, C., Lazar, R.M., Murray, A., Horowitz, K., Lovato, J.,
Miller, M.E., Williamson, J., Launer, L.J., 2014. Effect of Diabetes on Brain Structure:
The Action to Control Cardiovascular Risk in Diabetes MR Imaging Baseline Data.
Radiology 272, 210–216.

Burns, J.M., Cronk, B.B., Anderson, H.S., Donnelly, J.E., Thomas, G.P., Harsha, A., Brooks,
W.M., Swerdlow, R.H., 2008. Cardiorespiratory fitness and brain atrophy in early
Alzheimer disease. Neurology 71, 210–216.

Capes, S.E., Hunt, D., Malmberg, K., Pathak, P., Gerstein, H.C., 2001. Stress hypergly-
cemia and prognosis of stroke in nondiabetic and diabetic patients: a systematic
overview. Stroke 32, 2426–2432.

Carvalho, C., Machado, N., Mota, P.C., Correia, S.C., Cardoso, S., Santos, R.X., Santos,
M.S., Oliveira, C.R., Moreira, P.I., 2013. Type 2 diabetic and Alzheimer's disease mice
present similar behavioral, cognitive, and vascular anomalies. J. Alzheimers Dis. 35,
623–635.

Casadesus, G., Shukitt-Hale, B., Joseph, J.A., 2002. Qualitative versus quantitative caloric
intake: are they equivalent paths to successful aging? Neurobiol. Aging 23, 747–769.

Cefalu, W.T., 2006. Animal models of type 2 diabetes: clinical presentation and patho-
physiological relevance to the human condition. ILAR J. 47, 186–198.

Cerf, M.E., 2013. Beta cell dysfunction and insulin resistance. Front. Endocrinol. 4, 37.
Chen, L., Magliano, D.J., Zimmet, P.Z., 2011. The worldwide epidemiology of type 2

diabetes mellitus–present and future perspectives. Nature reviews. Endocrinology 8,
228–236.

Chen, C.M., Yeh, M.C., 2013. The prevalence and determinants of impaired fasting glu-
cose in the population of Taiwan. BMC Public Health 13, 1123.

Cheng, G., Huang, C., Deng, H., Wang, H., 2012. Diabetes as a risk factor for dementia and
mild cognitive impairment: a meta-analysis of longitudinal studies. Internal Med. J.
42, 484–491.

Cherbuin, N., Reglade-Meslin, C., Kumar, R., Jacomb, P., Easteal, S., Christensen, H.,
Sachdev, P., Anstey, K.J., 2009. Risk factors of transition from normal cognition to
mild cognitive disorder: the PATH through Life Study. Dement. Geriatr. Cogn. Disord.
28, 47–55.

N. Cherbuin and E.I. Walsh Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 54 (2019) 100769

12

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0060
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0105
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0175
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0175
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0185


Cherbuin, N., Sachdev, P., Anstey, K.J., 2012. Higher normal fasting plasma glucose is
associated with hippocampal atrophy: The PATH Study. Neurology 79, 1019–1026.

Choi, B.R., Lee, S.R., Han, J.S., Woo, S.K., Kim, K.M., Choi, D.H., Kwon, K.J., Han, S.H.,
Shin, C.Y., Lee, J., Chung, C.S., Lee, S.R., Kim, H.Y., 2011. Synergistic memory im-
pairment through the interaction of chronic cerebral hypoperfusion and amlyloid
toxicity in a rat model. Stroke 42, 2595–2604.

Colcombe, S.J., Erickson, K.I., Scalf, P.E., Kim, J.S., Prakash, R., McAuley, E., Elavsky, S.,
Marquez, D.X., Hu, L., Kramer, A.F., 2006. Aerobic exercise training increases brain
volume in aging humans. J. Gerontol. Ser. : Biol. Sci. Med. Sci. 61, 1166–1170.

Convit, A., 2005. Links between cognitive impairment in insulin resistance: an ex-
planatory model. Neurobiol. Aging 26, 31–35.

Cook, R.L., Dwyer, N.J., Donges, C.E., Parker, H.M., Cheng, H.L., Steinbeck, K.S., Cox, E.
P., Franklin, J.L., Garg, M.L., Rooney, K.B., Connor, H.T., 2017. Relationship between
Obesity and Cognitive Function in Young Women: The Food, Mood and Mind Study.
J. Obesity 2017, 11.

Cotman, C.W., Berchtold, N.C., 2002. Exercise: a behavioral intervention to enhance brain
health and plasticity. Trends Neurosci. 25, 295–301.

Cremer, J.E., Cunningham, V.J., Seville, M.P., 1983. Relationships between extraction
and metabolism of glucose, blood flow, and tissue blood volume in regions of rat
brain. J. Cerebral Blood Flow Metabol.: Offic. J. Int. Soc. Cerebral Blood Flow
Metabol. 3, 291–302.

Cutuli, D., Pagani, M., Caporali, P., Galbusera, A., Laricchiuta, D., Foti, F., Neri, C.,
Spalletta, G., Caltagirone, C., Petrosini, L., 2016. Effects of omega-3 fatty acid sup-
plementation on cognitive functions and neural substrates: a voxel-based morpho-
metry study in aged mice. Front. Aging Neurosci. 8, 38.

De Koning, E., Bodkin, N., Hansen, B., Clark, A., 1993. Diabetes mellitus in Macaca
mulatta monkeys is characterised by islet amyloidosis and reduction in beta-cell
population. Diabetologia 36, 378–384.

Deleidi, M., Maetzler, W., 2012. Protein clearance mechanisms of alpha-synuclein and
amyloid-beta in lewy body disorders. Int. J. Alzheimer's Dis. 2012, 9.

Dietrich, M.O., Andrews, Z.B., Horvath, T.L., 2008. Exercise-induced synaptogenesis in
the hippocampus is dependent on UCP2-regulated mitochondrial adaptation. J.
Neurosci.: Offic. J. Soc. Neurosci. 28, 10766–10771.

Djelti, F., Dhenain, M., Terrien, J., Picq, J.-L., Hardy, I., Champeval, D., Perret, M.,
Schenker, E., Epelbaum, J., Aujard, F., 2017. Impaired fasting blood glucose is as-
sociated to cognitive impairment and cerebral atrophy in middle-aged non-human
primates. Aging (Albany NY) 9, 173–184.

Ebbeling, C.B., Pawlak, D.B., Ludwig, D.S., 2002. Childhood obesity: public-health crisis,
common sense cure. The lancet 360, 473–482.

Enzinger, C., Fazekas, F., Matthews, P.M., Ropele, S., Schmidt, H., Smith, S., Schmidt, R.,
2005. Risk factors for progression of brain atrophy in aging: six-year follow-up of
normal subjects. Neurology 64, 1704–1711.

Erickson, K.I., Voss, M.W., Prakash, R.S., Basak, C., Szabo, A., Chaddock, L., Kim, J.S.,
Heo, S., Alves, H., White, S.M., 2011. Exercise training increases size of hippocampus
and improves memory. Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. 108, 3017–3022.

Erus, G., Battapady, H., Zhang, T., Lovato, J., Miller, M.E., Williamson, J.D., Launer, L.J.,
Bryan, R.N., Davatzikos, C., 2015. Spatial patterns of structural brain changes in type
2 diabetic patients and their longitudinal progression with intensive control of blood
glucose. Diabetes Care 38, 97–104.

Farah, N., Devi, M.S., Patnaik, A.K., 2015. Correlation of adiposity with fasting blood
glucose in young individuals. Scholars J. Appl. Med. Sci. 3, 1534–1538.

Feart, C., Samieri, C., Rondeau, V., Amieva, H., Portet, F., Dartigues, J.-F., Scarmeas, N.,
Barberger-Gateau, P., 2009. Adherence to a Mediterranean diet, cognitive decline,
and risk of dementia. JAMA 302, 638–648.

Forstermann, U., 2010. Nitric oxide and oxidative stress in vascular disease. Pflugers
Archiv: Eur. J. Physiol. 459, 923–939.

Freiherr, J., Hallschmid, M., Frey, W.H., Brünner, Y.F., Chapman, C.D., Hölscher, C.,
Craft, S., De Felice, F.G., Benedict, C., 2013. Intranasal insulin as a treatment for
Alzheimer’s disease: a review of basic research and clinical evidence. CNS drugs 27,
505–514.

Fröjdö, S., Vidal, H., Pirola, L., 2009. Alterations of insulin signaling in type 2 diabetes: A
review of the current evidence from humans. Biochimica et Biophysica. Acta (BBA) –
Mol. Basis Dis. 1792, 83–92.

Gailliot, M.T., Baumeister, R.F., 2007. The physiology of willpower: Linking blood glu-
cose to self-control. Personality Soc. Psychol. Rev. 11, 303–327.

Gale, E.A., Gillespie, K.M., 2001. Diabetes and gender. Diabetologia 44, 3–15.
Gardener, H., Scarmeas, N., Gu, Y., et al., 2012. Mediterranean diet and white matter

hyperintensity volume in the northern manhattan study. Arch. Neurol. 69, 251–256.
Gómez-Apo, E., García-Sierra, A., Silva-Pereyra, J., Soto-Abraham, V., Mondragón-Maya,

A., Velasco-Vales, V., Pescatello Linda, S., 2017. A postmortem study of frontal and
temporal gyri thickness and cell number in human obesity. Obesity 26, 94–102.

Gonzalez-Burgos, I., Gonzalez-Tapia, D., Zamora, D.A., Feria-Velasco, A., Beas-Zarate, C.,
2011. Guided motor training induces dendritic spine plastic changes in adult rat
cerebellar purkinje cells. Neurosci. Lett. 491, 216–220.

Gordon, N.F., Gulanick, M., Costa, F., Fletcher, G., Franklin, B.A., Roth, E.J., Shephard, T.,
2004. Physical activity and exercise recommendations for stroke survivors: an
American Heart Association scientific statement from the Council on Clinical
Cardiology, Subcommittee on Exercise, Cardiac Rehabilitation, and Prevention; the
Council on Cardiovascular Nursing; the Council on Nutrition, Physical Activity, and
Metabolism; and the Stroke Council. Stroke 35, 1230–1240.

Gratuze, M., El Khoury, N., DicklerI, M., Papon, M.A., Julien, C., Marcouiller, F., Morin,
F., Planel, E., 2013. Insulin resistance and obesity: how do they affect tau pathology?
Mol. Neurodegener. 8 P67 P67.

Grimmer, T., Faust, M., Auer, F., Alexopoulos, P., Forstl, H., Henriksen, G., Perneczky, R.,
Sorg, C., Yousefi, B.H., Drzezga, A., Kurz, A., 2012. White matter hyperintensities
predict amyloid increase in Alzheimer's disease. Neurobiol. Aging 33, 2766–2773.

Gu, Y., Brickman, A.M., Stern, Y., Habeck, C.G., Razlighi, Q.R., Luchsinger, J.A., Manly,
J.J., Schupf, N., Mayeux, R., Scarmeas, N., 2015. Mediterranean diet and brain
structure in a multiethnic elderly cohort. Neurology 85, 1744–1751.

Guo, J., Bakshi, V., Lin, A.L., 2015. Early Shifts of Brain Metabolism by Caloric Restriction
Preserve White Matter Integrity and Long-Term Memory in Aging Mice. Front. Aging
Neurosci. 7, 213.

Hall, K.D., Sacks, G., Chandramohan, D., Chow, C.C., Wang, Y.C., Gortmaker, S.L.,
Swinburn, B.A., 2011. Quantification of the effect of energy imbalance on body-
weight. Lancet (London, England) 378, 826–837.

Hamilton, S.J., Watts, G.F., 2013. Endothelial dysfunction in diabetes: pathogenesis,
significance, and treatment. Rev. Diabetic Stud.: RDS 10, 133–156.

Hao, S., Dey, A., Yu, X., Stranahan, A.M., 2016. Dietary obesity reversibly induces sy-
naptic stripping by microglia and impairs hippocampal plasticity. Brain Behav.
Immun. 51, 230–239.

He, T., Geng, J., Zhang, Z., 2017. Diabetics and Stroke, Translational Research in Stroke.
Springer, pp. 169–198.

Henriksen, E.J., Diamond-Stanic, M.K., Marchionne, E.M., 2011. Oxidative stress and the
etiology of insulin resistance and type 2 diabetes. Free Radical Biol. Med. 51,
993–999.

Henson, M.S., O'Brien, T.D., 2006. Feline models of type 2 diabetes mellitus. ILAR J. 47,
234–242.

Heyn, P., Abreu, B.C., Ottenbacher, K.J., 2004. The effects of exercise training on elderly
persons with cognitive impairment and dementia: A meta-analysis. Arch. Phys. Med.
Rehabil. 85, 1694–1704.

Hill, J.O., Wyatt, H.R., Peters, J.C., 2012. Energy Balance and Obesity. Circulation 126,
126–132.

Ho, N., Sommers, M.S., Lucki, I., 2013. Effects of diabetes on hippocampal neurogenesis:
links to cognition and depression. Neurosci. Biobehav. Rev. 37, 1346–1362.

Hosking, D.E., Eramudugolla, R., Anstey, K.J., 2017. The MIND diet is associated with
reduced incidence of 12-year cognitive impairment in an Australian setting.
Alzheimer's & Dementia 13, 1429–1430.

Hotamisligil, G.S., 2017. Inflammation, metaflammation and immunometabolic dis-
orders. Nature 542, 177.

Hu, T., Jacobs Jr., D.R., Larson, N.I., Cutler, G.J., Laska, M.N., Neumark-Sztainer, D.,
2016. Higher diet quality in adolescence and dietary improvements are related to less
weight gain during the transition from adolescence to adulthood. J. Pediatr. 178,
188–193.e3.

Hurrle, S., Hsu, W.H., 2017. The etiology of oxidative stress in insulin resistance. Biomed.
J. 40, 257–262.

Hussain, S., Mansouri, S., Sjoholm, A., Patrone, C., Darsalia, V., 2014. Evidence for cor-
tical neuronal loss in male type 2 diabetic Goto-Kakizaki rats. J. Alzheimer's Dis.: JAD
41, 551–560.

Huus, K., Åkerman, L., Raustorp, A., Ludvigsson, J., 2016. Physical activity, blood glucose
and C-peptide in healthy school-children, a longitudinal study. PLoS ONE 11,
e0156401.

Innocent, O., ThankGod, O.O., Sandra, E.O., Josiah, I.E., 2013. Correlation between body
mass index and blood glucose levels among some Nigerian undergraduates. HOAJ
Biol. 2.

Kanoski, S.E., Zhang, Y., Zheng, W., Davidson, T.L., 2010. The effects of a high-energy
diet on hippocampal function and blood-brain barrier integrity in the rat. J.
Alzheimer's Dis.: JAD 21, 207–219.

Karve, A., Hayward, R.A., 2010. Prevalence, Diagnosis and Treatment of Impaired Fasting
Glucose and Impaired Glucose Tolerance in Nondiabetic U.S. Adults. Diabetes Care
33, 2355.

Kaur, B., Ranawana, V., Teh, A.-L., Henry, C.J.K., 2015. The impact of a low glycemic
index (GI) breakfast and snack on daily blood glucose profiles and food intake in
young Chinese adult males. J. Clin. Transl. Endocrinol. 2, 92–98.

Kaur, B., Quek Yu Chin, R., Camps, S., Henry, C.J., 2016. The impact of a low glycaemic
index (GI) diet on simultaneous measurements of blood glucose and fat oxidation: A
whole body calorimetric study. J. Clin. Transl. Endocrinol. 4, 45–52.

Kautzky-Willer, A., Harreiter, J., Pacini, G., 2016. Sex and gender differences in risk,
pathophysiology and complications of type 2 diabetes mellitus. Endocr. Rev. 37,
278–316.

King, A.J., 2012. The use of animal models in diabetes research. Br. J. Pharmacol. 166,
877–894.

Kleemeyer, M.M., Kühn, S., Prindle, J., Bodammer, N.C., Brechtel, L., Garthe, A.,
Kempermann, G., Schaefer, S., Lindenberger, U., 2016. Changes in fitness are asso-
ciated with changes in hippocampal microstructure and hippocampal volume among
older adults. Neuroimage 131, 155–161.

Kleinridders, A., Ferris, H.A., Cai, W., Kahn, C.R., 2014. Insulin action in brain regulates
systemic metabolism and brain function. Diabetes 63, 2232–2243.

Koch, C., Augustine, R.A., Steger, J., Ganjam, G.K., Benzler, J., Pracht, C., Lowe, C.,
Schwartz, M.W., Shepherd, P.R., Anderson, G.M., Grattan, D.R., Tups, A., 2010.
Leptin rapidly improves glucose homeostasis in obese mice by increasing hypotha-
lamic insulin sensitivity. J. Neurosci.: Offic. J. Soc. Neurosci. 30, 16180–16187.

Kopprasch, S., Srirangan, D., Bergmann, S., Graessler, J., Schwarz Peter, E.H., Bornstein
Stefan, R., 2015. Association between systemic oxidative stress and insulin re-
sistance/sensitivity indices – the PREDIAS study. Clin. Endocrinol. 84, 48–54.

Krabbe, K.S., Nielsen, A.R., Krogh-Madsen, R., Plomgaard, P., Rasmussen, P., Erikstrup,
C., Fischer, C.P., Lindegaard, B., Petersen, A.M., Taudorf, S., Secher, N.H., Pilegaard,
H., Bruunsgaard, H., Pedersen, B.K., 2007. Brain-derived neurotrophic factor (BDNF)
and type 2 diabetes. Diabetologia 50, 431–438.

Kumar, R., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., Wen, W., Sachdev, P.S., 2008. Association of type 2
diabetes with depression, brain atrophy, and reduced fine motor speed in a 60- to 64-
year-old community sample. Am. J. Geriatric Psychiatry: Offic. J. Am. Assoc.
Geriatric Psychiatry 16, 989–998.

N. Cherbuin and E.I. Walsh Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 54 (2019) 100769

13

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0200
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0205
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0215
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0220
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0225
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0225
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0225
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0225
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0230
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0230
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0230
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0235
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0235
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0240
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0240
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0240
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0245
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0245
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0245
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0245
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0250
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0250
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0255
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0255
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0255
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0260
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0260
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0260
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0265
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0265
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0265
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0265
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0270
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0270
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0275
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0275
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0275
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0280
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0280
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0285
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0285
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0285
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0285
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0290
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0290
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0290
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0295
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0295
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0300
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0305
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0305
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0310
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0310
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0310
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0315
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0320
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0325
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0325
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0325
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0330
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0330
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0330
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0335
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0335
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0335
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0340
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0340
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0340
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0345
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0345
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0345
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0350
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0350
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0355
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0355
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0355
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0360
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0360
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0365
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0365
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0365
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0370
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0370
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0375
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0375
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0375
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0380
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0380
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0385
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0385
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0390
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0390
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0390
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0395
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0395
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0400
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0405
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0405
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0410
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0410
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0410
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0415
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0415
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0415
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0420
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0420
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0420
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0425
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0425
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0425
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0430
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0430
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0430
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0435
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0435
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0435
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0440
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0440
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0440
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0445
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0445
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0445
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0450
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0450
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0455
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0455
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0455
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0455
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0460
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0460
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0465
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0465
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0465
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0465
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0470
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0470
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0470
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0475
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0475
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0475
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0475
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0480
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0480
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0480
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0480


Kuszewski, J.C., Wong, R.H.X., Howe, P.R.C., 2018. Can curcumin counteract cognitive
decline? Clinical trial evidence and rationale for combining ω-3 fatty acids with
curcumin. Adv. Nutr. 9, 105–113.

Langsetmo, L., Barr, S.I., Dasgupta, K., Berger, C., Kovacs, C.S., Josse, R.G., Adachi, J.D.,
Hanley, D.A., Prior, J.C., Brown, J.P., Morin, S.N., Davison, K.S., Goltzman, D.,
Kreiger, N., 2016. Dietary patterns in men and women are simultaneously determi-
nants of altered glucose metabolism and bone metabolism. Nutr. Res. 36, 328–336.

Lechner, J., O'Leary, O.E., Stitt, A.W., 2017. The pathology associated with diabetic re-
tinopathy. Vision Res. 139, 7–14.

Lee, J., Seroogy, K.B., Mattson, M.P., 2002. Dietary restriction enhances neurotrophin
expression and neurogenesis in the hippocampus of adult mice. J. Neurochem. 80,
539–547.

Leskinen, T., Kujala, U.M., 2015. Health-related findings among twin pairs discordant for
leisure-time physical activity for 32 years: the TWINACTIVE study synopsis. Twin
Res. Hum. Genet.: Offic. J. Int. Soc. Twin Stud. 18, 266–272.

Leskinen, T., Sipila, S., Alen, M., Cheng, S., Pietilainen, K.H., Usenius, J.P., Suominen, H.,
Kovanen, V., Kainulainen, H., Kaprio, J., Kujala, U.M., 2005. Leisure-time physical
activity and high-risk fat: a longitudinal population-based twin study. Int. J. Obesity
33 (2009), 1211–1218.

Leskinen, T., Sipilä, S., Kaprio, J., Kainulainen, H., Alen, M., Kujala, U.M., 2013.
Physically active vs. inactive lifestyle, muscle properties, and glucose homeostasis in
middle-aged and older twins. Age 35, 1917–1926.

Li, J., Luan, X., Clark, J.C., Rafols, J.A., Ding, Y., 2004. Neuroprotection against transient
cerebral ischemia by exercise pre-conditioning in rats. Neurol. Res. 26, 404–408.

Lietzau, G., Nyström, T., Östenson, C.G., Darsalia, V., Patrone, C., 2016. Type 2 diabetes-
induced neuronal pathology in the piriform cortex of the rat is reversed by the GLP-1
receptor agonist exendin-4. Oncotarget 7, 5865–5876.

Liu, L., Zhou, C., Du, H., Zhang, K., Huang, D., Wu, J., Anshan, G., Worker Health Survey,
2014. The prevalences of impaired fasting glucose and diabetes mellitus in working
age men of North China: Anshan Worker Health Survey. 4, 4835.

Loef, M., Walach, H., 2013. Midlife obesity and dementia: meta-analysis and adjusted
forecast of dementia prevalence in the United States and China. Obesity (Silver
Spring) 21, E51–E55.

Lönnqvist, F., Arner, P., Nordfors, L., Schalling, M., 1995. Overexpression of the obese
(ob) gene in adipose tissue of human obese subjects. Nat. Med. 1, 950.

Lourida, I., Soni, M., Thompson-Coon, J., Purandare, N., Lang, I.A., Ukoumunne, O.C.,
Llewellyn, D.J., 2013. Mediterranean diet, cognitive function, and dementia: a sys-
tematic review. Epidemiology 24, 479–489.

Luciano, M., Corley, J., Cox, S.R., Valdés Hernández, M.C., Craig, L.C.A., Dickie, D.A.,
Karama, S., McNeill, G.M., Bastin, M.E., Wardlaw, J.M., Deary, I.J., 2017.
Mediterranean-type diet and brain structural change from 73 to 76 years in a Scottish
cohort. Neurology 88, 449–455.

Ludwig, D.S., Ebbeling, C.B., 2001. Type 2 diabetes mellitus in children: primary care and
public health considerations. JAMA 286, 1427–1430.

Lugrin, J., Rosenblatt-Velin, N., Parapanov, R., Liaudet, L., 2014. The role of oxidative
stress during inflammatory processes. Biol. Chem. 395, 203–230.

Marosi, K., Mattson, M.P., 2014. BDNF mediates adaptive brain and body responses to
energetic challenges. Trends Endocrinol. Metab. 25, 89–98.

Martinez Sosa, S., Smith, K.J., 1979. Understanding a role for hypoxia in lesion formation
and location in the deep and periventricular white matter in small vessel disease and
multiple sclerosis. Clin. Sci. (London, England 131 (2017), 2503–2524.

Meek, T.H., Wisse, B.E., Thaler, J.P., Guyenet, S.J., Matsen, M.E., Fischer, J.D., Taborsky,
G.J., Schwartz, M.W., Morton, G.J., 2013. BDNF action in the brain attenuates dia-
betic hyperglycemia via insulin-independent inhibition of hepatic glucose produc-
tion. Diabetes 62, 1512.

Mehdad, S., Hamrani, A., El Kari, K., El Hamdouchi, A., Barakat, A., El Mzibri, M.,
Mokhtar, N., Aguenaou, H., 2012. Body mass index, waist circumference, body fat,
fasting blood glucose in a sample of moroccan adolescents aged 11–17 years. J. Nutr.
Metabol. 2012 510458 510458.

Meng, X., Gong, C., Cao, B., Peng, X., Wu, D., Gu, Y., Wei, L., Liang, X., Liu, M., Li, W., Su,
C., 2015. Glucose fluctuations in association with oxidative stress among children
with T1DM: comparison of different phases. J. Clin. Endocrinol. Metabol. 100,
1828–1836.

Messier, C., Tsiakas, M., Gagnon, M., Desrochers, A., Awad, N., 2003. Effect of age and
glucoregulation on cognitive performance. Neurobiol. Aging 24, 985–1003.

Michaud, L.J., Rivara, F.P., Longstreth, J.W., Grady, M.S., 1991. Elevated initial blood
glucose levels and poor outcome following severe brain injuries in children. J.
Trauma 31, 1356–1362.

Minihane, A.M., Vinoy, S., Russell, W.R., Baka, A., Roche, H.M., Tuohy, K.M., Teeling,
J.L., Blaak, E.E., Fenech, M., Vauzour, D., McArdle, H.J., Kremer, B.H.A., Sterkman,
L., Vafeiadou, K., Benedetti, M.M., Williams, C.M., Calder, P.C., 2015. Low-grade
inflammation, diet composition and health: current research evidence and its trans-
lation. British J. Nutr. 114, 999–1012.

Monette, M.C., Baird, A., Jackson, D.L., 2014. A meta-analysis of cognitive functioning in
nondemented adults with type 2 diabetes mellitus. Can. J. Diabetes 38, 401–408.

Moreira, T., Malec, E., Östenson, C.-G., Efendic, S., Liljequist, S., 2007. Diabetic type II
Goto-Kakizaki rats show progressively decreasing exploratory activity and learning
impairments in fixed and progressive ratios of a lever-press task. Behav. Brain Res.
180, 28–41.

Morris, M.C., Tangney, C.C., Wang, Y., Sacks, F.M., Barnes, L.L., Bennett, D.A., Aggarwal,
N.T., 2015. MIND diet slows cognitive decline with aging. Alzheimer's & dementia
11, 1015–1022.

Mortby, M.E., Janke, A.L., Anstey, K.J., Sachdev, P.S., Cherbuin, N., 2013. High “normal”
blood glucose is associated with decreased brain volume and cognitive performance
in the 60s: the PATH through life study. PLoS ONE 8, e73697.

Münzberg, H., Flier, J.S., Bjørbæk, C., 2004. Region-specific leptin resistance within the

hypothalamus of diet-induced obese mice. Endocrinology 145, 4880–4889.
Murphy, T., Dias, G.P., Thuret, S., 2014. Effects of diet on brain plasticity in animal and

human studies: mind the gap. Neural Plasticity 2014, 32.
Nansel, T.R., Lipsky, L.M., Liu, A., 2016. Greater diet quality is associated with more

optimal glycemic control in a longitudinal study of youth with type 1 diabetes. Am. J.
Clin. Nutr. 104, 81–87.

Nelson, P.T., Smith, C.D., Abner, E.A., Schmitt, F.A., Scheff, S.W., Davis, G.J., Keller, J.N.,
Jicha, G.A., Davis, D., Wang-Xia, W., Hartman, A., Katz, D.G., Markesbery, W.R.,
2009. Human cerebral neuropathology of Type 2 diabetes mellitus. BBA 1792,
454–469.

Nokia, M.S., Lensu, S., Ahtiainen, J.P., Johansson, P.P., Koch, L.G., Britton, S.L.,
Kainulainen, H., 2016. Physical exercise increases adult hippocampal neurogenesis in
male rats provided it is aerobic and sustained. J. Physiol. 594, 1855–1873.

Noor, A., Zahid, S., 2017. Alterations in adult hippocampal neurogenesis, aberrant pro-
tein s-nitrosylation, and associated spatial memory loss in streptozotocin-induced
diabetes mellitus type 2 mice. Iranian J. Basic Med. Sci. 20, 1159–1165.

Northey, J.M., Cherbuin, N., Pumpa, K.L., Smee, D.J., Rattray, B., 2018. Exercise inter-
ventions for cognitive function in adults older than 50: a systematic review with
meta-analysis. Br. J. Sports Med. 52, 154–160.

Novak, V., Last, D., Alsop, D.C., Abduljalil, A.M., Hu, K., Lepicovsky, L., Cavallerano, J.,
Lipsitz, L.A., 2006. Cerebral blood flow velocity and periventricular white matter
hyperintensities in type 2 diabetes. Diabetes Care 29, 1529–1534.

Nybo, L., Nielsen, B., Klarlund Pedersen, B., Møller, K., Secher, N.H., 2002. Interleukin-6
release from the human brain during prolonged exercise. J. Physiol. 542, 991–995.

Ogurtsova, K., da Rocha Fernandes, J.D., Huang, Y., Linnenkamp, U., Guariguata, L., Cho,
N.H., Cavan, D., Shaw, J.E., Makaroff, L.E., 2017. IDF Diabetes Atlas: Global esti-
mates for the prevalence of diabetes for 2015 and 2040. Diabetes Res. Clin. Pract.
128, 40–50.

Ohara, T., Doi, Y., Ninomiya, T., Hirakawa, Y., Hata, J., Iwaki, T., Kanba, S., Kiyohara, Y.,
2011. Glucose tolerance status and risk of dementia in the community: the Hisayama
study. Neurology 77, 1126–1134.

Ott, V., Benedict, C., Schultes, B., Born, J., Hallschmid, M., 2012. Intranasal adminis-
tration of insulin to the brain impacts cognitive function and peripheral metabolism.
Diabetes Obes. Metab. 14, 214–221.

Palta, P., Schneider, A.L., Biessels, G.J., Touradji, P., Hill-Briggs, F., 2014. Magnitude of
cognitive dysfunction in adults with type 2 diabetes: a meta-analysis of six cognitive
domains and the most frequently reported neuropsychological tests within domains.
J. Int. Neuropsychol. Soc.: JINS 20, 278–291.

Panza, F., Solfrizzi, V., Barulli, M., Bonfiglio, C., Guerra, V., Osella, A., Seripa, D., Sabbà,
C., Pilotto, A., Logroscino, G., 2015. Coffee, tea, and caffeine consumption and pre-
vention of late-life cognitive decline and dementia: a systematic review. J. Nutr.,
Health Aging 19, 313–328.

Pardridge, W.M., Eisenberg, J., Yang, J., 1985. Human blood—brain barrier insulin re-
ceptor. J. Neurochem. 44, 1771–1778.

Pedersen, B.K., 2017. Anti-inflammatory effects of exercise: role in diabetes and cardio-
vascular disease. Eur. J. Clin. Invest. 47, 600–611.

Pelletier, A., Barul, C., Féart, C., Helmer, C., Bernard, C., Periot, O., Dilharreguy, B.,
Dartigues, J.-F., Allard, M., Barberger-Gateau, P., Catheline, G., Samieri, C., 2015.
Mediterranean diet and preserved brain structural connectivity in older subjects.
Alzheimer's & Dementia 11, 1023–1031.

Pinhas-Hamiel, Orit, Zeitler, Philip, 2005. The global spread of type 2 diabetes mellitus in
children and adolescents. J. Pediatr. 146 (5), 693–700. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.
jpeds.2004.12.042.

Pistell, P.J., Morrison, C.D., Gupta, S., Knight, A.G., Keller, J.N., Ingram, D.K., Bruce-
Keller, A.J., 2010. Cognitive impairment following high fat diet consumption is as-
sociated with brain inflammation. J. Neuroimmunol. 219, 25–32.

Plum, L., Schubert, M., Brüning, J.C., 2005. The role of insulin receptor signaling in the
brain. Trends Endocrinol. Metab. 16, 59–65.

Prasad, R.B., Groop, L., 2015. Genetics of type 2 diabetes-pitfalls and possibilities. Genes
6, 87–123.

Prickett, C., Brennan, L., Stolwyk, R., 2015. Examining the relationship between obesity
and cognitive function: a systematic literature review. Obesity Res. Clin. Pract. 9,
93–113.

Pruzin, J., Nelson, P., Abner, E., Arvanitakis, Z., 2018. Relationship of type 2 diabetes to
human brain pathology. Neuropathol. Appl. Neurobiol. 44, 347–362.

Raizes, M., Elkana, O., Franko, M., Springer, R.R., Segev, S., Beeri, M.S., 2016. Higher
fasting plasma glucose levels, within the normal range, are associated with decreased
processing speed in high functioning young elderly. J. Alzheimer's Dis.: JAD 49,
589–592.

Ramos-Rodriguez, J.J., Spires-Jones, T., Pooler, A.M., Lechuga-Sancho, A.M., Bacskai,
B.J., Garcia-Alloza, M., 2017. Progressive neuronal pathology and synaptic loss in-
duced by prediabetes and type 2 diabetes in a mouse model of Alzheimer's disease.
Mol. Neurobiol. 54, 3428–3438.

Redila, V., Christie, B., 2006. Exercise-induced changes in dendritic structure and com-
plexity in the adult hippocampal dentate gyrus. Neuroscience 137, 1299–1307.

Reichelt, A., Stoeckel, L., Reagan, L., Winstanley, C., Page, K., 2018. Dietary influences on
cognition. Physiol. Behav.

Reichert, S., Stier, A., 2017. Does oxidative stress shorten telomeres in vivo? A review.
Biol. Lett. 13.

Reilly, S.M., Saltiel, A.R., 2017. Adapting to obesity with adipose tissue inflammation.
Nat. Rev. Endocrinol. 13, 633.

Reno, C.M., Tanoli, T., Bree, A., Daphna-Iken, D., Cui, C., Maloney, S.E., Wozniak, D.F.,
Fisher, S.J., 2013. Antecedent glycemic control reduces severe hypoglycemia-induced
neuronal damage in diabetic rats. Am. J. Physiol. – Endocrinol. Metabol. 304,
E1331–E1337.

Roberts, R.O., Roberts, L.A., Geda, Y.E., Cha, R.H., Pankratz, V.S., O'Connor, H.M.,

N. Cherbuin and E.I. Walsh Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 54 (2019) 100769

14

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0485
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0485
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0485
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0490
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0490
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0490
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0490
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0495
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0495
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0500
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0500
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0500
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0505
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0505
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0505
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0510
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0510
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0510
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0510
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0515
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0515
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0515
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0520
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0520
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0525
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0525
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0525
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0535
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0535
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0535
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0540
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0540
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0545
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0545
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0545
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0550
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0550
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0550
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0550
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0555
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0555
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0560
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0560
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0565
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0565
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0570
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0570
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0570
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0575
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0575
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0575
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0575
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0580
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0580
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0580
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0580
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0585
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0585
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0585
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0585
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0590
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0590
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0595
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0595
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0595
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0600
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0600
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0600
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0600
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0600
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0605
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0605
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0610
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0610
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0610
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0610
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0615
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0615
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0615
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0620
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0620
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0620
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0625
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0625
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0630
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0630
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0635
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0635
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0635
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0640
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0640
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0640
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0640
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0645
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0645
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0645
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0650
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0650
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0650
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0655
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0655
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0655
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0660
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0660
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0660
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0665
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0665
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0670
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0670
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0670
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0670
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0675
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0675
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0675
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0680
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0680
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0680
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0685
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0685
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0685
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0685
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0690
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0690
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0690
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0690
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0695
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0695
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0700
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0700
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0705
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0705
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0705
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0705
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2004.12.042
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jpeds.2004.12.042
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0715
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0715
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0715
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0720
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0720
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0725
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0725
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0730
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0730
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0730
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0735
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0735
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0740
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0740
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0740
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0740
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0745
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0745
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0745
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0745
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0750
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0750
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0755
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0755
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0760
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0760
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0765
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0765
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0770
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0770
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0770
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0770
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0775


Knopman, D.S., Petersen, R.C., 2012. Relative intake of macronutrients impacts risk
of mild cognitive impairment or dementia. J. Alzheimers Dis. 32, 329–339.

Rogge, A.K., Röder, B., Zech, A., Hötting, K., 2018. Exercise-induced neuroplasticity:
Balance training increases cortical thickness in visual and vestibular cortical regions.
NeuroImage.

Rolandsson, O., Backestrom, A., Eriksson, S., Hallmans, G., Nilsson, L.G., 2008. Increased
glucose levels are associated with episodic memory in nondiabetic women. Diabetes
57, 440–443.

Russell, W.R., Baka, A., Björck, I., Delzenne, N., Gao, D., Griffiths, H.R., Hadjilucas, E.,
Juvonen, K., Lahtinen, S., Lansink, M., Loon, L.V., Mykkänen, H., Östman, E.,
Riccardi, G., Vinoy, S., Weickert, M.O., 2016. Impact of Diet Composition on Blood
Glucose Regulation. Crit. Rev. Food Sci. Nutr. 56, 541–590.

Ryan, J.P., Fine, D.F., Rosano, C., 2014. Type 2 diabetes and cognitive impairment:
contributions from neuroimaging. J. Geriatr. Psychiatry Neurol 27, 47–55.

Ryan, S.M., Nolan, Y.M., 2016. Neuroinflammation negatively affects adult hippocampal
neurogenesis and cognition: can exercise compensate? Neurosci. Biobehav. Rev. 61,
121–131.

Saczynski, J.S., Siggurdsson, S., Jonsson, P.V., Eiriksdottir, G., Olafsdottir, E.,
Kjartansson, O., Harris, T.B., van Buchem, M.A., Gudnason, V., Launer, L.J., 2009.
Glycemic status and brain injury in older individuals: the age gene/environment
susceptibility-Reykjavik study. Diabetes Care 32, 1608–1613.

Sadanand, S., Balachandar, R., Bharath, S., 2016. Memory and executive functions in
persons with type 2 diabetes: a meta-analysis. Diabetes/metabol. Res. Rev. 32,
132–142.

Scarmeas, N., Luchsinger, J.A., Stern, Y., Gu, Y., He, J., DeCarli, C., Brown, T., Brickman,
A.M., 2011. Mediterranean diet and magnetic resonance imaging-assessed cere-
brovascular disease. Ann. Neurol. 69, 257–268.

Schmitz, K.H., Jacobs Jr., D.R., Leon, A.S., Schreiner, P.J., Sternfeld, B., 2000. Physical
activity and body weight: associations over ten years in the CARDIA study. Coronary
Artery Risk Development in Young Adults. Int. J. Obesity Related Metabolic
Disorders: J. Int. Assoc. Study Obesity 24, 1475–1487.

Schroer, J.A., Plurad, S.B., Schmidt, R.E., 1992. Fine structure of presynaptic axonal
terminals in sympathetic autonomic ganglia of aging and diabetic human subjects.
Synapse 12, 1–13.

Seetharaman, S., Andel, R., McEvoy, C., Dahl Aslan, A.K., Finkel, D., Pedersen, N.L.,
Glucose, Blood, 2015. Diet-based glycemic load and cognitive aging among de-
mentia-free older adults. J. Gerontol.: Ser. A 70, 471–479.

Shakersain, B., Santoni, G., Larsson, S.C., Faxén-Irving, G., Fastbom, J., Fratiglioni, L., Xu,
W., 2016. Prudent diet may attenuate the adverse effects of Western diet on cognitive
decline. Alzheimer's & Dementia 12, 100–109.

Sharma, S., Fulton, S., 2013. Diet-induced obesity promotes depressive-like behaviour
that is associated with neural adaptations in brain reward circuitry. Int. J. Obesity 37,
382.

Shaw, M.E., Nettersheim, J., Sachdev, P.S., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2017. Higher
fasting plasma glucose is associated with increased cortical thinning over 12 years:
the PATH through life study. Brain Topogr. 30, 408–416.

Shaw, M.E., Abhayaratna, W.P., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2017. Increasing body mass
index at midlife is associated with increased cortical thinning in Alzheimer’s disease-
vulnerable regions. J. Alzheimers Dis. 59, 113–120.

Shen, W., Punyanitya, M., Chen, J., Gallagher, D., Albu, J., Pi-Sunyer, X., Lewis, C.E.,
Grunfeld, C., Heshka, S., Heymsfield, S.B., 2006. Waist Circumference Correlates with
Metabolic Syndrome Indicators Better Than Percentage Fat. Obesity (Silver Spring,
Md.) 14, 727–736.

Shook, R.P., Hand, G.A., Drenowatz, C., Hebert, J.R., Paluch, A.E., Blundell, J.E., Hill,
J.O., Katzmarzyk, P.T., Church, T.S., Blair, S.N., 2015. Low levels of physical activity
are associated with dysregulation of energy intake and fat mass gain over 1 year. Am.
J. Clin. Nutr. 102, 1332–1338.

Simmonds, M., Llewellyn, A., Owen, C.G., Woolacott, N., 2016. Predicting adult obesity
from childhood obesity: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Obesity Rev.: Offic. J.
Int. Assoc. Study Obesity 17, 95–107.

Sims, R.C., Katzel, L.I., Lefkowitz, D.M., Siegel, E.L., Rosenberger, W.F., Manukyan, Z.,
Whitfield, K.E., Waldstein, S.R., 2014. Association of fasting glucose with subclinical
cerebrovascular disease in older adults without Type 2 diabetes. Diabetic Med.: J.
British Diabetic Assoc. 31, 691–698.

Smith, A.D., Zigmond, M.J., 2003. Can the brain be protected through exercise? Lessons
from an animal model of parkinsonism. Exp. Neurol. 184, 31–39.

Smith, A.D., Crippa, A., Woodcock, J., Brage, S., 2016. Physical activity and incident type
2 diabetes mellitus: a systematic review and dose-response meta-analysis of pro-
spective cohort studies. Diabetologia 59, 2527–2545.

Solfrizzi, V., Custodero, C., Lozupone, M., Imbimbo, B.P., Valiani, V., Agosti, P., Schilardi,
A., D’Introno, A., La Montagna, M., Calvani, M., 2017. Relationships of dietary pat-
terns, foods, and micro-and macronutrients with Alzheimer’s disease and late-life
cognitive disorders: A systematic review. J. Alzheimer's Dis. 59, 815–849.

Spolcova, A., Mikulaskova, B., Krskova, K., Gajdosechova, L., Zorad, S., Olszanecki, R.,
Suski, M., Bujak-Gizycka, B., Zelezna, B., Maletinska, L., 2014. Deficient hippocampal
insulin signaling and augmented Tau phosphorylation is related to obesity- and age-
induced peripheral insulin resistance: a study in Zucker rats. BMC Neurosci. 15, 111.

Špolcová, A., Mikulášková, B., Kršková, K., Gajdošechová, L., Zórad, Š., Olszanecki, R.,
Suski, M., Bujak-Giżycka, B., Železná, B., Maletínská, L., 2014. Deficient hippocampal
insulin signaling and augmented Tau phosphorylation is related to obesity-and age-
induced peripheral insulin resistance: a study in Zucker rats. BMC Neurosci. 15, 111.

Staubo, S.C., Aakre, J.A., Vemuri, P., Syrjanen, J.A., Mielke, M.M., Geda, Y.E., Kremers,
W.K., Machulda, M.M., Knopman, D.S., Petersen, R.C., Jack, C.R., Roberts, R.O.,
2017. Mediterranean diet, micronutrients and macronutrients, and MRI measures of
cortical thickness. Alzheimer's & Dementia 13, 168–177.

Stranahan, A.M., Khalil, D., Gould, E., 2007. Running induces widespread structural

alterations in the hippocampus and entorhinal cortex. Hippocampus 17, 1017–1022.
Stranahan, A.M., Lee, K., Martin, B., Maudsley, S., Golden, E., Cutler, R.G., Mattson, M.P.,

2009. Voluntary exercise and caloric restriction enhance hippocampal dendritic spine
density and BDNF levels in diabetic mice. Hippocampus 19, 951–961.

Stults-Kolehmainen, M.A., 2013. The interplay between stress and physical activity in the
prevention and treatment of cardiovascular disease. Front. Physiol. 4, 346.

Surwit, R.S., Kuhn, C.M., Cochrane, C., McCubbin, J.A., Feinglos, M.N., 1988. Diet-in-
duced type II diabetes in C57BL/6J mice. Diabetes 37, 1163–1167.

Swain, R.A., Harris, A.B., Wiener, E.C., Dutka, M.V., Morris, H.D., Theien, B.E., Konda, S.,
Engberg, K., Lauterbur, P.C., Greenough, W.T., 2003. Prolonged exercise induces
angiogenesis and increases cerebral blood volume in primary motor cortex of the rat.
Neuroscience 117, 1037–1046.

Tapia-Rojas, C., Aranguiz, F., Varela-Nallar, L., Inestrosa, N.C., 2016. Voluntary running
attenuates memory loss, decreases neuropathological changes and induces neuro-
genesis in a mouse model of Alzheimer's disease. Brain Pathol. 26, 62–74.

Thaler, J.P., Yi, C.X., Schur, E.A., Guyenet, S.J., Hwang, B.H., Dietrich, M.O., Zhao, X.,
Sarruf, D.A., Izgur, V., Maravilla, K.R., Nguyen, H.T., Fischer, J.D., Matsen, M.E.,
Wisse, B.E., Morton, G.J., Horvath, T.L., Baskin, D.G., Tschop, M.H., Schwartz, M.W.,
2012. Obesity is associated with hypothalamic injury in rodents and humans. J. Clin.
Invest. 122, 153–162.

Thambisetty, M., Beason-Held, L.L., An, Y., Kraut, M., Metter, J., Egan, J., Ferrucci, L.,
O'Brien, R., Resnick, S.M., 2013. Impaired glucose tolerance in midlife and long-
itudinal changes in brain function during aging. Neurobiol. Aging 34, 2271–2276.

Thiara, G., Cigliobianco, M., Muravsky, A., Paoli, R.A., Mansur, R., Hawa, R., McIntyre,
R.S., Sockalingam, S., 2017. Evidence for neurocognitive improvement after bariatric
surgery: a systematic review. Psychosomatics 58, 217–227.

Tiehuis, A.M., van der Graaf, Y., Visseren, F.L., Vincken, K.L., Biessels, G.J., Appelman,
A.P., Kappelle, L.J., Mali, W.P., 2008. Diabetes increases atrophy and vascular lesions
on brain MRI in patients with symptomatic arterial disease. Stroke 39, 1600–1603.

Titova, O.E., Ax, E., Brooks, S.J., Sjogren, P., Cederholm, T., Kilander, L., Kullberg, J.,
Larsson, E.M., Johansson, L., Ahlstrom, H., Lind, L., Schioth, H.B., Benedict, C., 2013.
Mediterranean diet habits in older individuals: associations with cognitive func-
tioning and brain volumes. Exp. Gerontol. 48, 1443–1448.

Travica, N., Ried, K., Sali, A., Scholey, A., Hudson, I., Pipingas, A., 2017. Vitamin C status
and cognitive function: a systematic review. Nutrients 9, 960.

Tripathi, V., Verma, J., 2014. Different models used to induce diabetes: a comprehensive
review. Int. J. Pharm. Sci. 6, 29–32.

Tups, A., Benzler, J., Sergi, D., Ladyman, S.R., Williams, L.M., 2017. Central regulation of
glucose homeostasis. Comprehensive Physiol. 7, 741–764.

Vadillo, M., Gold, N., Osman, M., 2012. The bitter truth about sugar and willpower: The
limited evidential value of the glucose. Science 7, 543–554.

Val-Laillet, D., Layec, S., Guérin, S., Meurice, P., Malbert, C.H., 2011. Changes in brain
activity after a diet-induced obesity. Obesity 19, 749–756.

van der Holst, H.M., van Uden, I.W.M., Tuladhar, A.M., de Laat, K.F., van Norden, A.G.W.,
Norris, D.G., van Dijk, E.J., Esselink, R.A.J., Platel, B., de Leeuw, F.-E., 2015. Cerebral
small vessel disease and incident parkinsonism: The RUN DMC study. Neurology 85,
1569–1577.

van Harten, B., de Leeuw, F.E., Weinstein, H.C., Scheltens, P., Biessels, G.J., 2006. Brain
imaging in patients with diabetes: a systematic review. Diabetes Care 29, 2539–2548.

Van Praag, H., Kempermann, G., Gage, F.H., 1999. Running increases cell proliferation
and neurogenesis in the adult mouse dentate gyrus. Nat. Neurosci. 2, 266.

van Tilburg, J., van Haeften, T.W., Pearson, P., Wijmenga, C., 2001. Defining the genetic
contribution of type 2 diabetes mellitus. J. Med. Genet. 38, 569.

Vaynman, S., Ying, Z., Wu, A., Gomez-Pinilla, F., 2006. Coupling energy metabolism with
a mechanism to support brain-derived neurotrophic factor-mediated synaptic plas-
ticity. Neuroscience 139, 1221–1234.

Vega, S.R., Strüder, H.K., Wahrmann, B.V., Schmidt, A., Bloch, W., Hollmann, W., 2006.
Acute BDNF and cortisol response to low intensity exercise and following ramp in-
cremental exercise to exhaustion in humans. Brain Res. 1121, 59–65.

Veronese, N., Facchini, S., Stubbs, B., Luchini, C., Solmi, M., Manzato, E., Sergi, G., Maggi,
S., Cosco, T., Fontana, L., 2016. Weight loss is associated with improvements in
cognitive function among overweight and obese people: A systematic review and
meta-analysis. Neurosci. Biobehav. Rev. 72, 87–94.

Voss, M.W., Nagamatsu, L.S., Liu-Ambrose, T., Kramer, A.F., 2011. Exercise, brain, and
cognition across the life span. J. Appl. Physiol. 111, 1505–1513.

Voss, M.W., Vivar, C., Kramer, A.F., van Praag, H., 2013. Bridging animal and human
models of exercise-induced brain plasticity. Trends Cogn. Sci. 17, 525–544.

Wagner, J.D., Kavanagh, K., Ward, G.M., Auerbach, B.J., Harwood Jr, H.J., Kaplan, J.R.,
2006. Old world nonhuman primate models of type 2 diabetes mellitus. ILAR J. 47,
259–271.

Walsh, E., Burns, R., Abhayaratna, W., Anstey, K., Cherbuin, N., 2018b. Physical activity
and blood glucose effects on weight gain over 12 years in middle-aged adults. Obes
Chronic Dis 2, 20–25.

Walsh, E.I., Shaw, M., Sachdev, P., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2017. Brain atrophy in
ageing: Estimating effects of blood glucose levels vs. other type 2 diabetes effects.
Diabetes Metabol.

Walsh, E.I., Jacka, F.N., Butterworth, P., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2017. The association
between Western and Prudent dietary patterns and fasting blood glucose levels in
type 2 diabetes and normal glucose metabolism in older Australian adults. Heliyon 3,
e00315.

Walsh, E.I., Shaw, M., Sachdev, P., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2018. Brain atrophy in
ageing: Estimating effects of blood glucose levels vs. other type 2 diabetes effects.
Diabetes Metabol. 44, 80–83.

Walsh, E.I., Shaw, J., Cherbuin, N., 2018a. Trajectories of BMI change impact glucose and
insulin metabolism. Nutr., Metabol. Cardiovasc. Dis. 28, 243–251.

Walsh, E.I., Shaw, M., Sachdev, P., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2019. The impact of type 2

N. Cherbuin and E.I. Walsh Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 54 (2019) 100769

15

http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0775
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0775
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0780
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0780
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0780
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0785
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0785
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0785
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0790
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0790
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0790
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0790
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0795
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0795
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0800
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0800
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0800
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0805
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0805
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0805
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0805
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0810
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0810
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0810
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0815
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0815
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0815
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0820
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0820
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0820
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0820
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0825
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0825
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0825
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0830
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0830
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0830
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0835
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0835
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0835
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0840
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0840
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0840
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0845
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0845
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0845
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0850
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0850
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0850
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0860
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0860
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0860
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0860
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0865
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0865
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0865
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0870
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0870
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0870
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0870
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0875
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0875
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0880
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0880
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0880
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0885
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0885
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0885
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0885
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0890
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0890
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0890
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0890
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0895
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0895
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0895
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0895
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0900
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0900
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0900
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0900
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0905
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0905
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0910
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0910
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0910
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0915
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0915
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0920
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0920
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0925
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0925
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0925
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0925
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0930
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0930
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0930
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0935
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0935
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0935
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0935
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0935
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0940
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0940
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0940
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0945
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0945
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0945
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0950
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0950
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0950
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0955
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0955
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0955
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0955
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0960
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0960
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0965
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0965
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0970
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0970
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0975
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0975
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0980
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0980
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0985
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0985
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0985
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0985
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0990
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0990
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0995
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h0995
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1000
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1035
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1040
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1045
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1050
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1055
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1055


diabetes and body mass index on cerebral structure is modulated by brain reserve.
Eur. J. Neurol. 26 (1), 121–127. https://doi.org/10.1111/ene.13780.

Wang, J.Q., Yin, J., Song, Y.F., Zhang, L., Ren, Y.X., Wang, D.G., Gao, L.P., Jing, Y.H.,
2014. Brain aging and AD-like pathology in streptozotocin-induced diabetic rats. J.
Diabet. Res. 2014, 796840.

Watanabe, M., Hayasaki, H., Tamayama, T., Shimada, M., 1998. Histologic distribution of
insulin and glucagon receptors. Br. J. Med. Biol. Res. Revista brasileira de pesquisas
medicas e biologicas 31, 243–256.

Way, K.L., Hackett, D.A., Baker, M.K., Johnson, N.A., 2016. The effect of regular exercise
on insulin sensitivity in type 2 diabetes mellitus: a systematic review and meta-
analysis. Diabet. Metabol. J. 40, 253–271.

Weinstein, G., Maillard, P., Himali, J.J., Beiser, A.S., Au, R., Wolf, P.A., Seshadri, S.,
DeCarli, C., 2015. Glucose indices are associated with cognitive and structural brain
measures in young adults. Neurology 84, 2329–2337.

Weise, C.M., Mouton, P.R., Eschbacher, J., Coons, S.W., Krakoff, J., 2015. A post-mortem
stereological study of striatal cell number in human obesity. Obesity (Silver Spring,
Md.) 23, 100–104.

Wiklund, P., 2016. The role of physical activity and exercise in obesity and weight
management: Time for critical appraisal. J. Sport Health Sci. 5, 151–154.

Willette, A.A., Bendlin, B.B., Colman, R.J., Kastman, E.K., Field, A.S., Alexander, A.L.,
Sridharan, A., Allison, D.B., Anderson, R., Voytko, M.-L., Kemnitz, J.W., Weindruch,
R.H., Johnson, S.C., 2012. Calorie restriction reduces the influence of glucoregulatory
dysfunction on regional brain volume in aged rhesus monkeys. Diabetes 61,
1036–1042.

Willette, A.A., Bendlin, B.B., Starks, E.J., Birdsill, A.C., Johnson, S.C., Christian, B.T.,
Okonkwo, O.C., La Rue, A., Hermann, B.P., Koscik, R.L., 2015. Association of insulin
resistance with cerebral glucose uptake in late middle–aged adults at risk for
Alzheimer disease. JAMA Neurol. 72, 1013–1020.

Willette, A.A., Johnson, S.C., Birdsill, A.C., Sager, M.A., Christian, B., Baker, L.D., Craft,
S., Oh, J., Statz, E., Hermann, B.P., 2015. Insulin resistance predicts brain amyloid
deposition in late middle-aged adults. Alzheimer's & dementia 11, 504–510. e1.

Willette, A.A., Kapogiannis, D., 2015. Does the brain shrink as the waist expands? Ageing
Res Rev 20, 86–97.

Williams, R.J., Spencer, J.P., 2012. Flavonoids, cognition, and dementia: actions, me-
chanisms, and potential therapeutic utility for Alzheimer disease. Free Radical Biol.
Med. 52, 35–45.

World Health Organisation, 2015. Obesity and Overweight Fact Sheet No. 311. WHO,
Switzerland.

Wright, E., Scism-Bacon, J.L., Glass, L.C., 2006. Oxidative stress in type 2 diabetes: the
role of fasting and postprandial glycaemia. Int. J. Clin. Pract. 60, 308–314.

Yamauchi, T., Kamon, J., Waki, H., Imai, Y., Shimozawa, N., Hioki, K., Uchida, S., Ito, Y.,
Matsui, J., Eto, K., 2002. Globular adiponectin protected ob/ob mice from diabetes

and apoE deficient mice from atherosclerosis. J. Biol. Chem.
Yang, H., Fan, S., Song, D., Wang, Z., Ma, S., Li, S., Li, X., Xu, M., Xu, M., Wang, X., 2013.

Long-term streptozotocin-induced diabetes in rats leads to severe damage of brain
blood vessels and neurons via enhanced oxidative stress. Mol. Med. Rep. 7, 431–440.

Yarchoan, M., Xie, S.X., Kling, M.A., Toledo, J.B., Wolk, D.A., Lee, E.B., Van Deerlin, V.,
Lee, V.M., Trojanowski, J.Q., Arnold, S.E., 2012. Cerebrovascular atherosclerosis
correlates with Alzheimer pathology in neurodegenerative dementias. Brain: J.
Neurol. 135, 3749–3756.

Yates, T., Davies, M.J., Haffner, S.M., Schulte, P.J., Thomas, L., Huffman, K.M., Bales,
C.W., Preiss, D., Califf, R.M., Holman, R.R., McMurray, J.J., Bethel, M.A.,
Tuomilehto, J., Kraus, W.E., 2015. Physical activity as a determinant of fasting and 2-
h post-challenge glucose: a prospective cohort analysis of the NAVIGATOR trial.
Diabetic Med.: J. British Diabetic Assoc. 32, 1090–1096.

Yatsuya, H., Li, Y., Hilawe, E.H., Ota, A., Wang, C., Chiang, C., Zhang, Y., Uemura, M.,
Osako, A., Ozaki, Y., Aoyama, A., 2014. Global trend in overweight and obesity and
its association with cardiovascular disease incidence. Circ. J. 78, 2807–2818.

Yu, L.L., Zhang, J.L., Yan, J.Y., Zhao, J.S., Wang, L.S., Zhang, B.Y., Song, J., 2015.
Physical activity level is associated with fasting plasma glucose among women aged
35–55 without diabetes in Shandong, China. Nutr., Metabol., Cardiovasc. Dis.: NMCD
25, 889–890.

Yuan, T.-F., Gu, S., Shan, C., Marchado, S., Arias-Carrión, O., 2015. Oxidative stress and
adult neurogenesis. Stem Cell Rev. Reports 11, 706–709.

Zhang, J., Chen, C., Hua, S., Liao, H., Wang, M., Xiong, Y., Cao, F., 2017. An updated
meta-analysis of cohort studies: Diabetes and risk of Alzheimer's disease. Diabetes
Res. Clin. Pract. 124, 41–47.

Zhang, L., Chopp, M., Zhang, Y., Xiong, Y., Li, C., Sadry, N., Rhaleb, I., Lu, M., Zhang,
Z.G., 2016. Diabetes mellitus impairs cognitive function in middle-aged rats and
neurological recovery in middle-aged rats after stroke. Stroke 47, 2112.

Zhang, T., Shaw, M., Cherbuin, N., 2019. Association between type 2 diabetes and brain
atrophy: a systematic review. (in preperation).

Zhang, Y., Hu, G., Yuan, Z., Chen, L., 2012. Glycosylated hemoglobin in relationship to
cardiovascular outcomes and death in patients with type 2 diabetes: a systematic
review and meta-analysis. PLoS ONE 7, e42551.

Zhang, T., Shaw, M., Humphries, J., Sachdev, P., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2016. Higher
fasting plasma glucose is associated with striatal and hippocampal shape differences:
the 2sweet project. BMJ Open Diabetes Res. Care 4, e000175.

Zhang, T., Shaw, M.E., Walsh, E.I., Sachdev, P.S., Anstey, K.J., Cherbuin, N., 2018. Higher
fasting plasma glucose is associated with smaller striatal volume and poorer fine
motor skills in a longitudinal cohort. Psychiatry Res.: Neuroimaging 278, 1–6.

Zherebitskaya, E., Akude, E., Smith, D.R., Fernyhough, P., 2009. Development of selective
axonopathy in adult sensory neurons isolated from diabetic rats: role of glucose-in-
duced oxidative stress. Diabetes 58, 1356–1364.

N. Cherbuin and E.I. Walsh Frontiers in Neuroendocrinology 54 (2019) 100769

16

https://doi.org/10.1111/ene.13780
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1065
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1070
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1075
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1080
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1085
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1090
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1095
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1100
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1110
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1115
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1120
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1125
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1130
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1135
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1140
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1145
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1150
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1155
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1160
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1165
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1170
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1180
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1185
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1190
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1195
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0091-3022(19)30031-7/h1195

	Sugar in mind: Untangling a sweet and sour relationship beyond type 2 diabetes
	Introduction
	Type 2 diabetes (T2D)
	Genetic and environmental risk factors
	Peripheral and central glucose homeostasis mechanisms
	Impaired glucose homeostasis and T2D disease progression
	Section summary

	Blood glucose within the normal range
	Adiposity and blood glucose
	Section summary

	Diet, physical activity and adiposity
	Diet and adiposity
	Physical activity and adiposity
	Section summary


	Diet, physical activity and blood glucose
	Diet and blood glucose
	Physical activity and blood glucose
	Section summary

	Blood glucose and brain
	Microscopic brain changes
	Macroscopic brain changes
	T2D
	Fasting blood glucose

	Metabolic and functional brain changes
	T2D
	Fasting blood glucose


	T2D risk factors
	Diet
	Obesity
	Exercise
	Section summary

	Blood glucose and cognition
	T2d
	Fasting blood glucose
	Risk factors
	Obesity
	Exercise
	Diet
	Section summary


	Biological mechanisms mediating risk
	Oxidative stress
	Inflammation
	Impaired vascular health
	Impaired neurogenesis
	CNS insulin &#x200B;&&#x200B; neuronal metabolism
	Protein mis-folding
	Section summary

	Conclusions
	Disclosure
	Acknowledgements
	mk:H1_51
	mk:H1_52
	References




