
Letters to the Editor

RESPONSE TO: “SPINAL MANIPULATIVE THERAPY FOR
ADOLESCENT IDIOPATHIC SCOLIOSIS: A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW”

To the Editor:
We read with interest the recently published

systematic review on the effects of spinal manipulation
for adolescent idiopathic scoliosis. 1 There appears to
be a discrepancy between the risk of bias assessment
text and Table 2 regarding Rowe et al. 2 The text
appears mostly correct, but the table appears mostly
incorrect.

In the text, the authors state that in the randomized
clinical trial by Rowe et al, there is a low risk of bias for
selection, performance, and attrition. But they incor-
rectly state that there is an unclear risk of detection bias.
We indeed did blind the outcome assessors. Here is a
quote from our published paper: “In this study, strict
measurement protocols were used and intra- and inter-
examiner reliability was measured using two indepen-
dent orthopedic surgeons blinded to treatment
allocation.”2 Detection bias is a failure to blind the
outcome assessor(s) to the treatment group allocation.
We not only blinded our orthopedic surgeons as they
assessed the spinal radiographs for the primary outcome,
but also made their assessments independent. We
suggest that Table 2 is incorrect regarding risk of bias
for selection, performance, attrition, detection, and other
source of bias.
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RESPONSE TO LETTER TO EDITOR: “SPINAL MANIPULATIVE
THERAPY FOR ADOLESCENT IDIOPATHIC SCOLIOSIS:
A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW”

To the Editor:
We welcome the comments that Feise and colleagues have

made about our systematic review.1 We had noted that Rowe
et al2 had examined intrarater and inter-rater reliability with
blinded assessors. Intrarater and inter-rater reliability are
commonly assessed through analyzing a subset of the data.3

As such, it was unclear whether blinded assessors had
evaluated all outcomes, and hence the reason behind our
attribution of an unclear rating for detection bias for the Rowe
et al study. We appreciate the clarification that Feise and
colleagues have provided. Nonetheless, whether the outcome
assessors were blinded in the Rowe et al study has little
bearing on the results of our systematic review. The primary
limitation of the Rowe et al study was the low number of
participants (n = 6), which meant that the effect size could not
be established with any certainty, and the use of blinded
outcome assessors is largely inconsequential in this regard.

We also appreciate Feise and colleagues noting the
discrepancies between the results of the risk of bias presented
in the text and risk of bias findings displayed in the table.
Unfortunately, an error arose in the copyediting stage of the
manuscript, and incorrect meaning was assigned to the +/-
symbols in the legend of the table, that is, “+” should have meant
“low risk of bias” and “-” should have meant “high risk of bias.”

Jean Théroux DC, PhD
Norman Stomski, PhD

College of Science, Health, Engineering and Education
Murdoch University, Murdoch,

Western Australia, Australia
E-mail address: j.theroux@murdoch.edu.au

Copyright © 2019 by National University of Health Sciences.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmpt.2019.05.002

REFERENCES

1. Theroux J, Stomski N, Losco CD, Khadra C, Labelle H, Le May S.
Spinal manipulative therapy for adolescent idiopathic scoliosis: a
systematic review. J Manipulative Physiol Ther. 2017;40(6):452-458.

2. Rowe DE, Feise RJ, Crowther ER, et al. Chiropractic
manipulation in adolescent idiopathic scoliosis: a pilot study.
Chiropr Osteopat. 2006;14(1):15.

3. Saito Y, Sozu T, Hamada C, Yoshimura I. Effective number of
subjects and number of raters for inter-rater reliability studies.
Stat Med. 2006;25(9):1547-1560.

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jmpt.2017.10.022&domain=pdf
mailto:rjf@chiroevidence.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmpt.2017.10.022
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0010
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1016/j.jmpt.2019.05.002&domain=pdf
mailto:rjf@chiroevidence.com
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jmpt.2017.10.022
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S0161-4754(19)30208-8/rf0015

	RESPONSE TO: “SPINAL MANIPULATIVE THERAPY FOR
ADOLESCENT IDIOPATHIC SCOLIOSIS: A SYSTEMATIC REVIEW”
	REFERENCES


