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To the Editor:

The recent review article by Herzog-Niescery et al. outlines
the increasing use of inhaled anesthetic agents for sedation
in the intensive care unit (ICU) [1]. In addition to discuss-
ing the potential concerns regarding trace gas exposure, the
article also addresses the solutions to this, including the
use of several anesthetic gas scavenging systems. However,
absent from their discussion was that the systems that have
thus far been used, including the Deltasorb® (Blue Zone;
Concord, ON, Canada) [2], rely on conventional hospital
vacuum systems to function. It has been previously pointed
out [3] that these systems may not necessarily meet the ISO
(Organization for International Standardization) standards
[4] for the use of anesthetic gas scavenging disposal systems,
and thus, may represent a potential safety hazard. Though
this has been argued to be less of a significant issue than
once thought [5], most ICUs have not been designed a priori
for the use of anesthetic agents and accordingly, all of the
necessary safety considerations need to be fully taken into
account.
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