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A 46-year-old man from pastoral area presented to the sur-
geon’s office complaining of abdominal pain and new on-
set of jaundice for 2 days. Clinical examinations revealed
jaundice, abdominal tenderness without tension and re-
bound pain. Biochemistry test indicated TBIL, 156 umol/
L; ALT, 107 U/L; and AST, 114 U/L. An emergency com-
puted tomography (CT) scan demonstrated multiple cystic
lesion in the liver/spleen/omentum majus (Fig. 1a/c), and
without brain/pulmonary invasion. Combined with pa-
tient’s native place and medical history, a primary diagno-
sis of hepatic hydatid cysts rupture was made. After anti-
infective and liver protect treatment for 2 weeks and the
hepatic function improved, albendazole (15 mg/kg/day)
was administered for 10 months. When secondary hospi-
talized, the CT scan revealed reduced abdominal multiple
cystic lesion (Fig. 1b/d). A laparoscopic exploration de-
tected multiple cyst locations in the liver/spleen/omentum
majus, and left liver lobe, spleen, and omentum majus re-

section was successfully implemented (Fig. 2). The diag-
nosis of intraperitoneal rupture of hepatic hydatid cysts
with implantation and metastasis was confirmed (Fig. 3).
The patients were discharged uneventfully 25 days after
operation. Albendazole (15 mg/kg/day) was administered
and planned to continue for 1 year.

Hydatid cysts mostly occur in the liver. Once the cyst
ruptured, the hydatid liquid will cause serious peritonitis
and intraperitoneal hydatid cysts implant and metastasis.
W.N. von Sinner indicated the Bsnake sign^ and Bspin
sign^ are particularly for hydatid cysts ruptured
diagnosis.1,2 An emergent laparotomy is necessary when
hydatid cysts ruptured immediately.3 However, some pa-
tients may be admitted after cyst ruptured for some days.
Serious edema of the intestine and omentum majus may
cause surgery failure in this phase. Then, preoperative
albendazole administration may create opportunities for
future radical surgical resection.
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Fig. 1 The abdominal CT scan
demonstrated multiple cystic
lesion in the left liver lobe, spleen,
and omentum majus (a, c). The
abdominal CT scan demonstrated
reduced abdominal multiple
cystic lesion after 10 months
albendazole (15 mg/kg/day)
treatment (b, d)

Fig. 2 The left liver lobe cyst
location (a). The omentum majus
cyst location (b)
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Fig. 3 The surgical specimen: spleen (upper left), left liver lobe (upper
right), and omentum majus (below)
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