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A soft tissue lesion within the hepatic hilum and extending along the portal vein and its

intrahepatic branches was incidentally found in a 54-years-old man on contrast-enhanced com-

puted tomography study. The exam was performed for chronic abdominal pain related to a pan-

creatic pseudocyst. There were no biochemical laboratory abnormalities including tumor mark-

ers. The lesion corresponded to a hepatic schwannoma. The typical radiological features were

the periportal soft tissue extending along the nerves, with mild postcontrast enhancement and

no expansive and/or infiltrative growth pattern ( Fig 1 ). 1 Schwannoma is a slow-growth benign

tumor, usually asymptomatic, originating from the Schwann cells, mostly occurring between the

3rd and 6th decades without gender predilection. 2,3 The most common sites are head, neck, and

extremities. Hepatic schwannoma is extremely rare: only 14 cases have been reported. 5 Given

that rarity, a US-guided biopsy was performed and the histology confirmed the diagnosis ( Fig 2 ).

The curative treatment consists of complete surgical excision. 4 Follow-up is recommended

for the risk of recurrence, although it is very low. 5 Malignant degeneration is exceedingly

rare. 6 
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Fig. 1. Transverse CT images acquired at arterial (a) and portovenous (b) phases and coronal image reconstruction at 

the portovenous phase (c) showing the mild enhancement on both phases. 

Fig. 2. H&E stain at 10x (a) and 20x (b) magnification. Positivity for CD34, S100 protein, GFAP, calretinin, SOX10 and 

negativity for D2-40 were found. On the image at lower magnification (a) tumoral spindle cells in loose stroma are 

shown. Normal liver parenchyma is also demonstrated (asterisk). At higher magnification (b) the bland nuclear features 

and the dot-like appearance of the nuclei are appreciated. 
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