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His life

Şânîzâde Mehmed Atâullah Efendi (Fig. 1) was born in
Ortaköy, Istanbul, in the 1770s (probably 1771) [1]. He died
on August 5, 1826 [2]. Although he died about two centuries
ago, the knowledge about him is very limited [1]. After he
graduated from the madrasah in 1786, he studied at the
Süleymaniye Medical Madrasa and Halıcıoğlu Engineering
School [3]. However, it is not known before which education
was gotten [1]. While he was studying at Süleymaniye Medical
Madrasa, he got medical education from Hekimbaşı Numan
Efendi and then from European physicians. He knew Arabic,
Persian, Greek, Italian, and French languages well [1, 2]. He
was also interested in calligraphy, painting, music, watchmak-
ing, and hunting. He had worked in various positions in state
affairs. Despite his graduation from the Süleymaniye Medical
Madrasa and his many significant medical books, there is no
record of practicing medicine in the palace or any hospital [1].

His books

His outstanding qualities and deep knowledge of medicine
and modern medical books had a great impact on the period
he lived. There are 14 or 16 books of which 5 are known for
medicine, 4 for military service, and 2 for mathematics, others

for history, literature, and geography [1, 3]. The medical
books which are named as Hamse-i Şânîzâde (Five work of
Şânîzâde) or Kânûn-ı Şânîzâde (since the famous physician
Avicenna’s Kânûn book is contained of five volumes, these
books were named as Kânûn) consist of five books. Their
names are as follows: Mir’âtü’l-Ebdân fî Teşrîhi Âzâü’l-

Fig. 1 Şânîzâde Mehmed Atâullah Efendi (1771?–1826)
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Fig. 2 Some drawings in the
book named Mir’âtü’l-Ebdân fî
Teşrîhi Âzâü’l-İnsân
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İnsân (Anatomy), Usûlü’t-Tabî‘a (Physiology), Miyârü’l-
Etibbâ (Internal diseases), Kanûnü’l-Cerrâhîn (Surgery),
and Mîzânü’l-Edviye (Pharmacology).

Although the books which were written in fourteenth and
seventeenth century Teşrihü’l-Ebdan Min e’t-Tıb [4] and
Teşrih-ül Ebdan ve Tercümânı Kıbale-i Feylesûfan [5] are major
anatomy books in the Ottoman Empire, Mir’âtü’l-Ebdân fî
Teşrîhi Âzâü’l-İnsân (Mirror of the Bodies in the Dissection of
the Sections of theHuman Body) is considered as the first modern
anatomy book in the Ottoman Empire [1, 3]. This book contains
56 anatomical plates (Fig. 2). Although Şânîzâde stated that he

benefited from the pictures of previous physicians such as
Bernhard Siegfried Albinus (1697–1770), Raymond Vieussens
(1635–1715), Clopton Havers (1657–1702), Albrecht von Haller
(1708–1777), Guichard Joseph Duverney (1648–1730), and
Bartolomeo Eustachi (1513?–1574), there is no information
about other drawings [1, 2]. Within the book, many structures
such as the meninges, tentorium cerebelli, middle meningeal ar-
tery, dural venous sinuses, corpus callosum, brain ventricles, cho-
roid plexus, pineal gland, infundibulum, cerebellum,mammillary
body, and brain stem have been shown and explained in the part
of dissection of the brain and brain sections (Fig. 3 and cover).

Fig. 3 and cover The drawings of cranial bones and the nervous system in the book named Mir’âtü’l-Ebdân fî Teşrîhi Âzâü’l-İnsân

Childs Nerv Syst (2019) 35:903–906 905



Acıduman et al. [2] stated that the information in the book
does not only include only translation from foreign medical
books, but also Şânîzâde performed dissection and made com-
parisons to the knowledge of other scientists. His books were
taught as textbooks in medical schools of the Ottoman Empire
for a long time [1].

Conclusion

Şânîzâde Mehmed Atâullah Efendi, who had outstanding
achievements in the field of medicine, especially in anatomy
during the Ottoman Empire and who conveyed not only his
knowledge but also the knowledge from European physicians
to other physicians at that time, should be appreciated.
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